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NOTICE OF ACTION ON PETITION TO 
DESIGNATE A HISTORIC RESOURCE 

Post-it@eLabel 005 725 899 

IIIII I IIIII I I II /1111111111111 

3764423 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on April 6, 1995, the Lee County Historic 
Preservation Board voted to: 

Approve 
Approve with conditions stated below 
Deny 

A Petition to Designate the individual historic resource described below as: 

Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Chapel) 
(HD Individual 95-03-01) 

The designation is subject to the following conditions (if any): 

NONE. 

This historic resource is described as follows: 

Address: 990 Belcher Road, Boca Grande, FL 33921 

STRAP No.: 26-43-20-00-00009.0020 

Legal Description: See Attachment A 
D 

8./ 
uJ oc 
0 A copy of the Resolution regarding this petition is attached and will be recorded in 

the public records of Lee County, Florida. 

I HEREBY certify that a copy of this notice and the accompanying resolution has been 
furnished to the following persons or entities: 

TIITF /DEP Division of Parks & Recreation -- Property Owner 
Mary Gibbs--Director, Department of Community Development 
Bob Stewart--Director, Division of Codes & Building Services . 
Charlie Green--Clerk of Court 
George Crawford--Director, DOT 
Ken Wilkinson-Property Appraiser 

Signature of Historic Preservation Board Chair 
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Designation No. HD Individual 95-03-01 
Florida Site File No. 8LL00968 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING 

HISTORIC RESOURCE (HD Individual 95-03-01) 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Historic Preservation Board is authorized by Lee County 
Land Development Code (LDC), Chapter 22, Historic Preservation, to consider requests 
to designate archaeological resources and buildings, and structures and sites and districts 
as historic resources in order to preserve these resources from uncontrolled alteration or 
destruction; and 

WHEREAS, a request has been filed to designate this resource located at 990 Belcher 
Road, Boca Grande, unincorporated Lee County, Florida, as a historic resource; and 

WHEREAS, a designation report meeting the requirements of LDC Chapter 22, was 
filed with the Board on March 9. 1995: and 

WHEREAS, Notice of Intent to designate the Community Church of Boca Grande 
(Amory Memorial Chapel) as a historic resource was mailed by certified mail, return 
receipt requested, on March 14, 1994, to TIITF /DEP Division of Parks & Recreation, c lo 
DEP Douglas Building, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS500, Tallahassee. FL 32399-
.3.0.0.Q. IBTF/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation is the property owner. 

WHEREAS, Notice of Intent to designate was advertised on March 30. 1995 for a 
public hearing on April 6.1995. 

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the Community Church of Boca Grande 
meets the criteria for designation set forth in LDC Chapter 22. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEE COUNTY HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION BOARD THAT: 

1. The Lee County Historic Preservation Board approves the petition to designate, 
as a historic resource, the Community Church of Boca Grande -- HD Individual 
95-03-01. 

2. All provisions of the Lee County Land Development Code, Chapter 22, as may 
be hereafter amended, renumbered or replaced, applicable to a designated 
historic resource shall apply to this property (Community Church of Boca 
Grande -- HD Individual 95-03-01). 

3. This Resolution shall be recorded in the Public Records of Lee County, Florida 
within twenty-five (25) days of the date the Resolution is signed, unless a 
timely appeal of the Board's decision as reflected in this Resolution, is filed. 
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Resolution Designating Historic Resource HD Individual 95-03-01 

The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Lee County Historic Preservation 
Board upon a motion by Kevin Williams, and seconded by Chauncey Goss, and, upon 
being put to a vote, the result was as follows: 

Toni Ferrell AYE 

Chauncey Goss AYE 

Annette Guilfoyle ABSENI 

Linda Sickler Robinson ABSENT 

Eugene Schmitt AYE 

Mercedes Vergne ABSENT 

Kevin Williams AYE 

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this _6_th_ day of April , A.D., 19.95. 

ATTEST: 

ounty 
Historic Preservation Board 

Approved as to form by: 

(g: \hpb \petition \bgchurch.pet) 

LEE COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

BY:_· ........,_v7&~'J..!--1'
1 

~'-'-41,~~~---
Chairman 

DATE: _Z--'-'/-',A--ff'--''.!..L;/~o/_5 ____ _ 
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ATTACHMENT A 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
for 

26-43-20-00-00009 .0020 

CHARLIE GHEEN LIT CTY Fl. 

95 APR 25 PH 4: ~H+ 

Commence at the southeast comer of Lot 36, Unit No. 1, GOLDEN BEACH SUBDIVISION, 

as recorded in Plat Book 10, pages 60 and 61, public records of Lee County, Florida; thence 

North 89°52'00" East along south line of said Unit No. 1, 75 feet; thence South 00°08' East, 

1543.18 feet; thence South 89°43'20" East, 1017.39 feet; thence South 00°16'40" West, 165 

feet; thence North 89°43'20" West, 587.88 feet along said south line of County Road as 

accepted by the Board of County Commissioners, as recorded in their Minute Book No. 8, 

page 298, this being the Northwest comer of tract, as conveyed by the Boca Grande Hotel, 

Inc., to the Florida Power and Light Company, as described in Deed Book 273, pages 236 

and 237, dated July 5, 1957; thence North 89°43'20" West 15 feet to a point; thence South 

0°39' West 400 feet to point of beginning; continue thence South 0°39' West, 95 feet to a 

point; run thence North 89°43'20" West, 122 feet to a point; thence run North 0°39' West, 

95 feet to a point; thence run South 89° 43'20" East to the point of beginning. All lying and 

being Government Lot No. 3, Section 26, Township 43 South, Range 20 East, Lee County, 

Florida. 
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To: Jon Davis 
Property Appraiser's Office 

RE: HISTORICAL STRAP NUMBERS 

Per this memorandum, please add the following STRAP number(s) to the Property 
Appraiser's Information Screen as "Historical." Your assistance in maintaining these files 
is greatly appreciated. 

34-43-24-01-00038.0190 

26-43-20-00-00009 .0020 

21-43-27-00-00005.0000 

copy: Gloria Sajgo, Principal Planner, Division of Planning 
File HD (Individual) 95-02-01 
FvtecfliiJJ]j).1@1r,tti!w1.'ii,uwl~,~$"'©f3',¥@ib 
File HD (Individual) 95-03-02 



Lee County Designation No. HD 95-03-01 
Florida Site File No. 8LL00968 

LEE COUNTY 
DESIGNATION REPORT 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts 
pursuant to Lee County Land Development Code, Chapter 22, Historic Preservation. 

1. Name of Property 
Historic Name: Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Chapel) 
Other Names/Site Number: Chapel, south end of Boca Grande/ FSF 8LL00968 

2. Location 

Street & Number: 9;_;9--'0"""B'""e""lch=c..;er~R""'o-'-a-"d---,---------------------------
City, Town, Zip: Boca Grande FL 33921 
STRAP Number: 26-43-20-00-00009.0020 

3 Classification 
. 

Number of Resources Within Property 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Contributing Non-Contributing 

private building(s) 1 building(s) 

X public-local X district sites 

public-state site structure 

public-federal structure objects 

object Total 

4. Official Actions 
Date of Petition for Designation: 
Date the Designation Report was filed with the Historic Preservation Board: _M_ar_ch~9,_1_?_9_5 ________ _ 
Date of Historic !'reservation Board's written resolution: 
Resolution No.: 
Date Designation is recorded: 

Initiated by: Lee __ C_o_un_~--------------------------------
(NOTE: If initiated by owner or owner's agent, attach notarized letter of authorization.) 
Other (as available): Variances, Special Exceptions or Rezonings granted pursuant to this application: 

5. Designation 
_x_ Designated as an individual historic resource. 
__ Designated as an individual archaeological site. 
__ Designated as a historic _district. 
__ Designated as an archaeological zone .. 
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6. Individual Historic or Archaeological Buildings. Structures or Sites 
(pursuant to LDC Chapter 22) 

a. A physical description of the building, structure or site and its character-defining features, accompanied 
by photographs. 

See attachment · 

Architechtral Classification 
Frame vernacular 

Materials 

foundations continuous: concrete block 
walls concrete block with wooden gables 
roof heet metal 
other bell tower: wooden 

Photographs attached: • yes D no (black and white glossy, 3x5 or larger) 

b. Statement of Significance: A statement of the historical, cultural, architectural, archaeological or other 
significance of the building, structure or site as defined by the criteria for designation as established by 
LDC Chapter 22. 

Applicable Criteria (check all that apply) 

Section 22-204(a). 
Section 22-204(b) 
Section 22-204( c) 
Sec.ti.on 22-204(d) 

_xl _2 _3 _4 __ 5 
_l_2~3_x4_5 
_1_2_3_4_5 
_1_2_3_4_5 

Criteria consideration exceptions (check all that apply) 

Section22-204(e) _l _2 _3 _4 _5 _6 

Areas of Significance (enter categories) 
cultural 

Period of Significance 
1950s - ost WWII 
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Significant Dates 
Post WWII 

Cultural Affiliation 
African American 

Architect/Builder 
Griffin Company- Builder 

Significant Person 
Roger Amory- primary benefactor and president of the Johann Fust Community Library who spearheaded efforts to 
have the church built. 

State significance of property and justify criteria considerations and areas an_d periods of significance noted ab<?ve. 

Statement attached: • yes D no 

c. Description of the existing condition of the building, structure or site including any potential threats, or 
other circumstances that may affect the integrity of the building, structure or site. 

The overall condition of the building is good. Vandalism has been a past and potential threat to the 
property. 

d. A statement of rehabilitative or adaptive use proposals. 

While curren!Jy va<:;ant, fi,itureplans are µnderway to :i;ej:i.aJ,ilitate the cm;nrru.uµty church. Removal of 
the later additions to the building are being considered for the first steps towards rehabilitation. 

e. A location map showing relevant zoning· and land use information. 

Map attached: • yes D no 

f. Staff recommendation concerning the eligibility of the building, structure or site for designation pursuant 
to LDC Chapter 22 and a listing of those features of the building, structure or site which require specific 
historic preservation. 

Staff recommends the Historic Preservation Board designate this property as HD (Individual) 95-03-01 · 
Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Chapel) 

-3-



6.a. A physical description of the building, structure or site and its character-defining features, accompanied by 
photographs. 

ORIGINAL STRUCTURE 

. The original.Community Oi.urch of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Oi.apel) is a one-story concrete block frame 
vernacular structure built in the post WWII era of the 1950s at the southern end of Boca Grande. This building 
has a front-facing gable and sheet metal gable roof. Each exposed gable end is filled with horizontal wood siding 
and a rectangular vent near the peak in addition to finished wood rafters at the gable ends. 

While most, if not all, of the openings to the church are currently boarded on the exterior to deter vandalism and 
protect the building and appear rectangular in shape, a view of the interior of the building provides a view of 
the actual shape of the original openings. All windows on the original structure appear to be 4/2 pointed sash 
wood frame windows. 

At the western elevation which served as the entrance to the church, there is a small square wood bell-tower 
at the peak of the metal roof. The roof of the bell-tower appears to be covered with shingles and supports a cross 
at the top. Wood vertical siding fills the gable end above the concrete frame, including a rectangular vent near 
the peak (as described above). Two windows symmetrically border each side of the entrance doorway along 
the concrete block frame of the building. 

Along the northern elevation, there are three window openings and a door near the northeast comer of the 
structure. These windows appear to be symmetrically placed in the concrete frame of the building. 

The eastern elevation has two original windows and a small shed-roof wood addition (planned to be removed 
in a future project). In addition, another shed roof addition projects along the eastern elevation to the south, 
providing a door access to the structure from the rear of the building. 

Along the southern elevati0n, it appears that originally there were also three symmetrically placed windows 
along the concrete frame, part of which are now covered by the addition. Sometime between the 1960s and '70s, 
the cinder block and wood addition-was constructed on the south side and acted as a kitchen. (Removal of this 
addition is also planned in a future project.) 

ADDWONS 

Southern (Side): 

The soutl\ern addition extends the eastern elevation and covers neai,ly one-third of the southern elevation. 
Perhaps built to match in some ways the existing building , concrete block frame is used approximately two-
thirds above the founcl.ation. Vertical wood siding fills the void between the concrete blocks and the shed roof 
which covers the addition. Two window openings are found on the eastern elevation in a symmetrical manner. 
Two window openings also appear on the southern elevation of this addition. A door access is found on the 
eastern elevation near its conjunction with the main building. 

Eastern (Rear): 

The small eastern addition consists of a shingle shed roof and wood horizontal siding. There is a window on the 
east and tvio doors, one on the n0rth and one on. the south end. This addition served as a bathroom facility and 
may have been added on soon after the church was originally built Two windows on the original building flank 
this addition. · 



6.b. Statement of Significance 

BOCAGRANDE 

The community of Boca Grande, located on Gasparilla Island, has an early history linked to the phosphate 
industty. In the 1880s when phosphate rock was discovered on the banks of the Peace River, it was barged down 
river to Boca Grande and loaded onto schooners. This led to the placement of a lighthouse in 1890 on the 
southern tip of Gasparilla Island. k, early as January of 1897, Albert Gilchrist (later governor of Florida in 1909) 
J;iled a plat in the south central part of Gasparilla Island. 

Charlotte Harbor and Northern Railroad was completed in 1907 by the American Agricultural Chemical 
Company in order to more efficiently transport the phosphate to the port. Later, it was known as the Seaboard 
Coastline Railroad. 

By 1909, the Gasparilla Inn, a resort hotel, was built. Already famous to sportsmen for tarpon fishing, by the 
1920s, game fishing and tourism led to much of the development of Boca Grande during that time. An army 
of temporary residents in Boca Grande developed a demand for inexpensive labor. And it is within Boca Grande 
that a small Black community first developed. 

Generally, that area beginning at the corner of First Street and Palm Avenue moving east to Tarpon A venue (as. 
it would logically extend) and north to Waterway Avenue, west to Palm A venue, and south to the corner of First 
Street and Palm A venue is where most Blacks in Boca Grande resided. This community consisted of blue-collar 
laborers serving as servants, maids, gardeners, and other tourist-related employment as well as providing a labor 
force for the railway. 

During the late 1950s, the real estate oompany owned most of the property where the Black community on Boca 
Grande was located as described ·above. Demolition of residences and structures which had housed the Black 
community was undertaken in order for the owning real estate ~mp any to prepare for sale and development 
of the land. 

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOCA GRANDE (AMORY MEMORIAL CHAPEL) 

Mr. George Weymouth realized that these people would have no place to live and purchased land at the 
southern end of the island and developed what became known as "Tarpon Pass Estates." In 1959, Mr. Roger 
Amory asked Tarpon Pass Estates project manager, Mr. Homer Addison, to purchase land in the vicinity of the 
development in order that the Baptist Church located downtown could be moved to a location nearer the 
congregation. Although Mr. Addison purchased land in the vicinity of the development for movement of the 
church, the church was demolished at its downtown site. 

Mr. Amory moved forward through an arrangement with Griffin Company to build a shell of a community 
church 50 feet x 24 feet with a concrete floor, concrete block, and a metal roof at his own expense. Mr. Amory 
hoped that this new building would be furnished and maintained by the Methodist and Baptist congregations. 
He then transferred ownership to the Johann Fust Community Library ( of which he was the primary benefactor 
and President) to rent the new structure to the congregation for $1 per year. 

During the 1960s and '70s, the eastern a:FLd southern additions appear to have been added to the church building 
and its use as a community church continued. Unfortunately, the Tarpon Pass Estates development was 
constructed on low land which is prone to flooding. The "No Name Storm" of 1982 acted as a catalyst to the. 
eviction of residents in 1983 from the Tarpon Pass Estates Development. 

By 1986, the Gasparilla Island Community Improvement k,sociation had been deeded the property which had 
comprised. the Tarpon Pass Estates as well as the church with the intent that these properties be given to the State · 
of Florida to augment their adjacently located park. When the deed for the church was formally presented to 
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the State, windows and doors of the church structure were boarded in order to discourage vandalism and 
transient lodging. 

No structures remain from the Tarpon Pass Estates Development, leaving the Community Church the last vestige 
of African American heritage in Boca Grande. As such, it has significance as an integral part of our heritage not 
only as a physical reminder of Boca Grande's past, but also as a monument to the Black minority community who 
played an important role in that past. 

" Plans are under consideration for the rehabilitation of the church. In 1994, the State conducted an asbestos 
survey on fue church and found the building free of asb_estos. In addition, as noted before, the additions on the 
east and south sides of the church are planned to be removed. As always, any item designated under Lee County 
Land Development Code, Chapter 22, Historic Preservation will be subject to any and all required reviews and 
approvals. 
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NOTICE OF ACTION .ON PETffiON TO 
DESIGNATE A HISTORIC RESOURCE 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on April 6. 1995. the Lee County Historic 
Preservation Board voted to: 

Approve 
Approve with conditions stated below 
Deny 

A Petition to Designate the individual historic resource described below.as: 

Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Chapel) 
(HD Individual 95-03-01) 

The designation is subject to the followin,g cond~tions (if any): 

NONE. 

This historic resource is described as follows: 

Address: 990 Belcher Road, Boca Grande, FL 33921 

STRAP No.: 26-43-20-00-00009.0020 

Legal Description: See AttachmentA 

A oopy of the Resolution regarding this petition is attached and will be recorded in 
the public records of Lee County, Florida. 

I HEREBY certify that a oopy of this notice and the ;accompanying resolution has been 
furnished to the following persons or entities: . 

TIITF/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation - Property Owner 
Mary Gibbs-Director, Department bf Community Development 
Bob Stewart-Director, Division of Codes &, Building Services . 
Charlie Green-Clerk of Court ' 
George Crawford-Director, DOT 
Ken Wilkinson--Property Appraiser 

Signature of Historic Preservation Board Chair 

Page 1 of3 



Designation No. HD Individual 95--03-01 
Florida Site File No. 8LL00968 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING 

HISTORIC RESOURCE (HD Individual 95-03-01) 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Historic Preservation Board is authorized by Lee Co~ty 
Land Development Code (LDC), Chapter 22, Historic Preservation, to consider requests 
to designate archaeological resources and buildings, and structures and sites and districts 
as historic resources in order to preserve these resources from uncontrolled alteration or 
destruction; and 

WHEREAS, a request has been filed to designate this resource located at 990 Belcher 
Road, Boca Grande, unincorporated Lee County, Florida, as a historic resource; and 

WHEREAS, a designation report meeting the requirements of LDC Chapter 22, was 
filed with the Board on March 9, 1995; and 

WHEREAS, Notice of Intent to designate the Community Church of Boca Grande 
(Amory Memorial Chapel) as a historic resource was mailed by certified mail, return 
receipt requested, on March 14. 1994, to TIITF/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation, c/o 
DEP Douglas Building. 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard. MSS00. Tallahassee. FL 32399-
ao.D.Q. TIITF/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation is the property owner. 

WHEREAS, Notice of Intent to designate was advertised on March 30, 1995 fo;r a 
public hearing on April 6, 1995. 

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the Community Church of Boca Grande 
meets the criteria for designation set forth in LDC Chapter 22. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEE COUNTY HISTOIUC 
PRESERVATION BOARD THAT: 

1. The Lee County Historic Preservation Board approves the petition to designate, 
' as a historic resource, the Community Church of Boca Grande -- HD Individual 
95-03-01. 

2. All provisions of the Lee County Land Development Code, Chapter 22, as ~ay 
be hereafter amended, renumbered or replaced, applicable to a designated 
historic resource shall apply to this property (Community Church of Boca 
Grande -- HD Individual 95-03-01). 

3. This Resolution shall be recorded in the Public Records of Lee County, Florida 
within twenty-five (25) days of the date the Resolution is signed, unless a 
timely appeal of the Board's decision as reflected in this Resolution, is filed. 
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Resolution Designating Historic Resource HD Individual 95-03-01 

The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Lee County Historic Preservation 
Board upon a motion by Kevin Wi1liarns. and seconded by Chauncey Goss, and, upon 
being put to a vote, the result was as follows: 

Toni Ferrell 

Chauncey Goss 

Annette Guilfoyle 

Linda Sicl<ler Robinson 

Eugene Schmitt 

Mercedes Vergne 

Kevin Williams 

AYE 
AYE 

ABSENT 
ABSENT 

AYE 
ABSENT 

AYE 

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this _filh__ day of April • AD., 1995. 

LEE COUNTY 
ATTEST: IDSTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

BY:~~~ 
¥1erkfor ~e :01Ilty 

Historic ·Preservation Board 

DATE: _2_'/_/4...,._v~,;~/ ~j 5 _____ _ 
" 

Approved as to form by:; 

(g: \hpb \petitum \bgchurch.p<I) 
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ATTACHMENT A 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
for 

26-43-20-00-00009.0020 

Commence at the southeast comer of Lot 36, Unit No. 1, GOLDEN BEACH SUBDIVISION, 

as recorded in Plat Book 10, pages 60 and 61, public records of Lee County, Florida; thence 

North 89°52'00" East along south line of said Unit No. 1, 75 feet; thence South 00°08' East, 

1543.18 feet; thence South 89°43'20" East, 1017.39 feet; thence South 00°16'40" West, 165 

feet; thence North 89°43'20" West, 587.88 feet along said south lip_e of County Road as 

accepted by the Board of County Commissioners, as recorded in their Minute Book No. 8, 

page 298, this being the Northwest comer of tract, as conveyed by the Boca Grande Hotel, 

Inc., to the Florida Power and Light Company, as described in Deed Book 273, pages 236 

and .237, dated July 5, 1957; thence North 89 ° 43'20" West 15 feet to a point; thence South 

0°39' West400 feet to point of beginning; continue thence South 0°39' West, 95 feet to a 

point; run thence North 89°43'20" West, 122 feet to <l- point; thence run North 0°39' West, 

95 feet to a point; thence run South 89 ° 43'20" East to the point of beginning. All lying and 

being GovernmentLo_t No. 3, Section 26, Township 43 South, Range 20 East, Lee County, 

Florida. 
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Lia. 

PO. Box 398 
Fort Myers, Florida 33902-0398 
(813) 335-2111 

(813) 339-6200 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Wricers DirecI Dial Number 

. ~:~~ri;; ~,~nning VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 
Douglas R. St. Cerny 
Dis1ric1 Tu-o 

Ray Judah · 
Distri<·t TI1n•c• 

Andrew W. Coy 
Dis1ric1 Four 

John E. Albion 
District Ffre 

Donald D. Stilwell 
Coumy Mana&er 

James G. Yaeger 
Ccm111_,·Auom£'Y 

Di:ma M. Parker 

March 14, 1995 

TIITF /DEP Division of Recreation & Parks 
c/ o DEP Douglas Building 
3900 Commmoit.wealth Blvd., MS500 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

Cou111y HearillJi To Whom It May Concern: 
Ernmi11er 

This letter serves to inform you that the Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory 
Memorial Chapel) in Boca Grande (STRAP: 26-43-20--00-00009.0020) has been filed for 
designation as a historic resource pursuant to the Lee County Land Development Code, 
Chapter 22, Historic Preservation. The Historic Preservation Board will consider the 
designation at its meeting on April 6, 1995 at 4:00 p.m. in the East Room of the newly 
restored Old Lee County Courthouse, s~ond floor, in downtown Fort Myers, Florida. 
Your presence at this meeting is nm mandatory. 

Enclosed please find a copy of the designation report and Chapter 22 (Historic 
Preservation) of the Lee County Land Development Code. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to call me at 339-6206. 

Sincerely, 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

L~~f4'r 
GLORIA M. SAJGO, AICP, Principal Planner 
Division of Planning 

copy: Chauncey Goss, GICIA 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNIT\' AFFIRMATIVE ACTION E~IPLOYER 

l 
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P.O. Box 398 
Fort Myers, Florida 33902-0398 
(813) 335-2111 

(813) 339-6200 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Wri1ers Direc/ Dial Number 

John E. Manning. 
Dis I rict One-

Douglas R. SL Cerny 
District Two 

Ray Judah 
Di.nric1 TT1ret· 

Andre:w W. Coy 
District Four 

John E. Albion 
Di.wrict Five! 

Donald D. Stilwell 
Cou,uy ManaJ.:t'r 

James G. Yaeger 
Coum_,. Auomey 

Diana M. Parker 
Counry Heari11g 
Er:aminer 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 

April 24, 1995 

TIITF /DEP Division of Recreation & Parks 
cl o DEP Douglas Building 
3900 Commmonwealth Blvd., MSS00 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter serves to inform you that the Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory 
Memorial Chapel) in Boca Grande (HD Individual 95-03~01) has been designated as 
a historic resource by the Lee County Historic Preservation Board on April 6, 1995, 
pursuant to Chapter 22, Historic Preservation, of the Lee County Land Development 
Code (formerly known as the Lee County Historic Preservation Ordinance 88-62, as 
amended). 

Please find attached a copy of the Lee County Historic Preservation Board's Notice of 
Action on Petition to Designate a Historic Resource and a written resolution approving 
the subject designation. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to call me at 339-6206. 
. . 

Sincerely,· 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

~tf/vfjo ; 
.itLORIA M. SAJGO, AICP, Principal Planner 

Division of Planning 

;. RECTCLED PAPER 
•: 

copy: Mary Gibbs, Director, Department of Community Development, c/o Pam Houck 
Bob Stewart, Director, Division of Codes and Building Services 
Charlie Green, Clerk of Court 
George Crawford, Director, DOT 
Ken Wilkinson, Property Appraiser 

AN EQUAi. OPPDRTUNITY AFFIRMATIVE ACTIOH' EMPLOYER 



n;-L nR. RF; 

uwton Chiles 
Gi;ivamor 

i 1 4- R A lltr t""i. T. 0. T. A. TNC".>. 

Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Marjory Stoneman Douglu Bui!dlng 
3900 Commonweal~ Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 323~·3000 

February 24, 1995 

Vl1'31nia 8. Wetherell 
Sm;r~~ry 

Chauncay P. Goss, Executive Director 
Gasparilla Ieland Consorvation and Improvement A~eoc., Inc, 
FO Box 446 
Boca Grande, Florida 33921 

near Mr. Goss~ 

I have reviewed the preliminary drawinijs Gulmitted ~o us on 
the oommunity ohuroh restoration. I was happy to see the two 
additiona rsmovad. Tha two possible restroom additions both look 
good and each has ad¥antages and disadvantages. 

Hy praforQ.?lca is 
of th• AC Syli&tQJll, but 
which lo0atlon should 
Park Manager. 

t-.hP.. ti rat looation };iQcause of tha location 
either will work well. The deois~ion on 
bgst be made by your organization ana the 

The drawings appear to have been very quickly and 
etficiently prepa:a:"ed, you have a good A:r.chitAct. Revi~ws of 
final drawing. will need to be made by 0ur Bur~au, the stat• Fire 
M~~•hGll, and the Depa~t~snt of Management Services. Tha Fire 
Marshall will requira two {2) avta ot signed and sealed document~ 
along with a ~b~ck for his f8a, O.M.S. will requir~ one (1) sat 
not signed ~nd aealed. D.M.s. will r~view ths drawings and then 
sUJ:'Jmi t raview cu1IW1ents b1tok to y01,1r Arohi t.oat. A:to~ ho rcu;iponds. 
to the~a oommont~, an approval letter will be aent to him. At 
that time you should aand L.lwr;,i;, ( 3) 11u,1tl'I 1!iigne.d. nnd aoalod alc;mg- · 
with a chack for your state b~ildin9 permit. 

I am enclosing fee schedul$S for both the Fira Marghall and 
~.N.S. If you have any rurther question~, please contact me at, 
(904)488-1141. 

WRB/db 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 
·~-

w1111am R. ;aean, A,I.A. 
Arohiteot 
Bureau of Design and Construction 
DiViQion of Recreation and Parks 

"Protect, ConsEirvc and Manage Florida's Environment and Notural Reso:11-ces" 

Printed on recyr;re,J pdptr. 

•~ - ~•-~Ir--•••-,.,.,..,-,..."",,,., 



P.O. Box 398 lo,,~ 
COUNTY 

Fort Myers, Florida 33902-0398 
(813) 335-2111 

(813) 339-6206 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Htirers Direct Dial Number 

John E. Manning 
Distric1 One VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 
Douglas R. St. Cerny 
Dis1rh1 Two 

Ray Judah 
Dis1ric1 77,ree 

Andrew W. Coy 
District Four 

John E. Albion 
Distrid Ffre 

Donald D. Stilwell 
• County Manager 

James G. Yaeger 
County Atwrney 

Diana M. Parker 

February 23, 1995 

TIITF /DEP Division of Recreation & Parks 
c/ o DEP Douglas Building 
3900 Commmonwealth Blvd., MSSOO 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

Coun1y Hearing To Whom It May.Concern: 
Examinu 

This letter serves to inform you that the Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory 
Memorial Chapel) (STRAP: 26-43-20-00-00009.0020) has been requested to be filed for 
designation as a historic resource pursuant to the Lee County Land Development Code, 
Chapter 22, Historic Preservation, as petition HD (Individual) 95-03-01, Community 
Church of Boca Grande. The Historic Preservation Board will consider filing of this 
designation at its meeting on March 9, 1995 at 4:00 p.m. in the East Room of the newly 
·restored Old Lee County Courthouse, second floor fu downtown Fort Myers. 

Upon filing of a designation, the Historic Preservation Board may initiate the 
designation process which includes holding a public hearing. The owner of the 
property will be notified of this public hearing. 

~f you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (813) 339-6206. 

Sincerely, 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPJvIENT 

~Ia /4L;~ '- AICP, Principal Planner 
Division of Planning 

copy: Chauncey Goss 

ID RECYCLED PAPER AN EQlML OPPORTUNITY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER 

I 
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CD •. C<implete items 3, and 4a & b. . 
f • Priht your name end address on the reVerse of this torm·so that We can 
II) return this card to·you. . · . · . . 

.
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]! • Write ''Return Receipt Reqµested" OfJ the mBilPiace below•~e artjcle'rj'umber. .2 ~eJ!~::.tum Receipt WIii ShoW tQ whom~ article was d!=Jlivered and thB date 

3. -Article-Addressed to: · ,: · · 

· 1 also wish to· receive the . 
follo~ing _services_ (f_or en ·extra .. i' 
fee): · _.~; 

1. 0 Addressee's Addre~s ·. ~~:\ 
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§ 3qco -W~a-,wJ~ B\vJ. 
-~ ru z cc 5. 

-~---p-.~-------~----------1 
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i. -~ 
Gas~r1lla Island ConseNation and Improvement Association, Inc/ Post Office Box 446 / Boca G@nde, Florida 33921 / T e:lephone: 813 964-2667 

-1958 

1959 

1960-
1970? 

History of the "Community Church" 
Gasparilla Island, Lee County, Florida 

During the late 1950' s the real estate company that owned most of the 
property where the black community on Boca Grande was located 
(downtown area east of Community Center) began demolishing residences 
and structures in preparation for sale and development of the land. Mr. 
George Weymouth, realizing that these people would have no place to live, 
purchased property at the south end of the island and developed what came 
to be known as "Tarpon Pass Estates. 11 

Mr. Roger Amory asked Mr. Homer Addison, manager of the Tarpon Pass 
Estates Project, to purchase land in the vicinity of the development so that 
the Baptist Church could be relocated from its downtown location to the 
vicinity of Tarpon Pass Estates. · In a March 22 letter to Mr. Addison, Mr. 
Amory writes that he is "very interested in seeing that the colored colony 
not be deprived of their church. 11 

Mr. Addison proceeded to purchase land from the Boca Grande Hotel _ 
Company for Mr. Amory adjacent to Tarpon Pass Estates. Unfortunately, 
although Mr. Amory had an agreement to the contrary, the Baptist Church 
was demolished at its downtown site. Mr. Amory then informed Mr. 
Addison in an April 1 letter that he had II arranged with Griffin Co. to build 

_a shell of a community church 50 x 24 with a concrete floor, wooden sides 
and a metal roof at my expense [it should be noted that the walls were 
constructed of cinder block and not wood]." It was·Mr. Amory's hope that 
the existing congregations of the Methodist and Baptist Churches that had 
been demolished would furnish and maintain this new church. He 
transferred ownership to the Johann Fust Community Library, of which he 
was the primary benefactor and President, with instructions that the church 
should be rented to the congregation for $1 a year. 

At some point a cinder block addition was constructed on the south side of 
the structure and acted as a kitchen. A small bathroom was also added to 
the east side of the structure, but this may have been done at the time of 
original construction. These additions need further research. It is reported 
that there was a congregation of about 30 people and that a Methodist 
Service was held every other Sunday. This report may only be valid for 



the last few years of the church. This subject should also be researched 
further. 

1983 One of the primary problems with Tarpon Pass Estates and the church was 
that the land on which they were constructed is quite low and prone to 
flooding. The "No Name Storm" of the previous year tended to act as a 
catalyst for the owners of the Tarpon Pass Estates Development, and in 
May, the residents were issued eviction notices by the owners. 

1985 During the fall, the property that had comprised Tarpon Pass Estates was 
given to the G_asparilla Island Conservation and Improvement Association, 
Inc. (GICIA) with the intent that this not for profit property owner's 
association tum the land over to the State. of Florida to augment their 
adjoining park. 

1986 In the late fall, the Johann Fust Community Library gave the Community 
Church to GICIA with the intent that the structure (the only remaining 
structure of the Tarpon Pass Estates community) and the land be given to 
the State also. 

1988 On March 17, the final Warranty Deed turning ownership of the church 
over to the State was signed by the GI CIA. Subsequently, the State boarded 
the windows and the doors of the structure to discourage vandalism and 

, transient lodging. 

1994 On May 2, the State conducted an asbestos survey on the structure and 
found that the building is free of asbestos. 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF BOCA GRANDE'S DEVELOPMENT 
AND INFLUENCES ON ITS ARCHITECTURE 

The Boca Grande Historic District is situated in the .center of Gasparilla Island, a seven 
mile long barrier island in Charlotte Harbor. Two-thirds of the island lies in Lee 
County; the northern one-third lies in Charlotte County. Throughout the late nineteenth 
century and early twentieth century there were three separate and distinct villages on 
Gasparilla Island. On the north was the village of Gasparilla where most of the island's 
commercial fishermen resided. In the center was the village of Boca Grande, home of 
the Gasparilla Inn and haven for wealthy winter residents. In the south was Port Boca 
Grande which is one of Florida's deepest natural passes. 

The story of Boca· Grande is closely related to phosphate rock. In the 1880s phosphate 
rock was discovered on the banks of the Peace River, north of Arcadia. Phosphate was 
barged down the Peace River to Port Boca Grande and loaded onto four and five masted 
schooners. In 1890 a lighthouse was erected on the southern tip of Gasparilla Island to 
aid this industry. 

By 1900 the American Agricultural Chemical Company (AAC), which dominated the 
· phosphate industry of Central Florida, determined that a railroad would be more 

efficient in transporting phosphate to the port than the river parges. The AAC 
determined that the proposed terminus of the railroad should be located about a quarter 
·mile north of the lighthouse on the harbor side of Gasparilla Island. The Charlotte 
Harbor and Northern (CI-IN) railroad was completed in 1907. 

Prior to the discovery of phosphate, Gaspari.Ila Island was a government reserve. In 
1878 the central section of Gasparilla Island was released from reserved status. The 
homestead lands conveyed from the federal government to various individuals 
eventually were all acquired by either John Wall, an attorney in Tampa, or by Albert 
Gilchrist, a Punta Gorda politician (who became governor of Florida in 1909). In January 
of 1897 Gilchrist filed a plat consisting of six blocks along the Gulf front in the south 
central portion of Gasparilla Island, where the island is widest and best suited for 
residential development. In 1907, Wall and Gilchrist teamed up with officers of the AAC 
(among them Peter Bradley) and formed the Boca Grande Land Company as part of the 
AAC corporate entity. 

In 1909 the officers of the Boca Grande Land Company decided to build a resort hotel 
on Gasparilla Island. This was to be the Gasparilla Inn. By that time· the Charlotte 
Harbor area, specifically the area south of Gasparilla Island, was known for unexcelled 
tarpon fishing and was famous among sportsmen. By 1912 the officers of the company 
decided to change the Gasparilla Inn from a small hotel housing visiting directors and 
company officers to a world class ·hotel. The renowned architect Francis J. Kennard of 
Tampa, Florida designed the enlargement. The hotel was such a success that in 1915 
Kennard was called again to draw plans to double the size of the Gasparilla Inn. Hotel 
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clients came year after year; for many of them staying at the Gasparilla Inn became life-
long habit. 

In 1914 a casino was built near the Gasparilla Inn, and a boat house on the bayou. 
Gilchrist Avenue was lined with coconut palms and hibiscus as was Palm Avenue south 
of the Inn. The block between Gilchrist A venue and Park A venue on Second Street was 
lined with banyan trees. (Today this is known as Banyan Street) 

The Boca Grande School was built in 1911. A second story was added to the building 
in 1914 so that the schqol could qualify to be a junior high. It was closed in 1929 when 
the new Boca Grande School was built. This was designed by architect N. G. Walker 
and was built of stucco in the Mediterranean Revival style popular in the 1920s. In 1936 
a 2-room addition was built. The K-12 school was closed in 1964 because of declining 
enrollment. Today it-serves as Boca Grande's Community Center and central focus for 
the island's recreation programs. 

The architecture of Boca Grande was influenced by a number of physical and social 
issues. The early buildings are a compilation of these many influences. . Being remote 
frQ:ro_.the-mainland, early buildings relied on simple designs to make this subtropical 
emr,ironment habitable. Wide eaves, covered porches at the main entrances and louvered 
shutters were common characteristics. The early buildings were commonly raised above 

· the ground to allow for circwation of breezes and the passage of water under the house 
during times of high tides or storms. Ceilings were ltypically high and· open, allowing 
for liot air to escape during the day. An.oilier climatic fact~r was the lack of fresh water. 
This required the use of gutters, whim funneled the water rain into cisterns for future 
use. 

Game fishing and tourism are responsible for most of fue development during the 1920s. 
By 1925 more and more Florida east coast residents were becoming disenchanted with 
the Florida boom and wanted to give· up their east coast homes for more quiet, more 
quaint atmospheres. Since Boca Grande had remained unspoiled and exclusive, it 
attracted many tourists from fue northeast and, with the added attraction of unparalleled 
tarpon fishing, Boca Grande became a very desirable location. 

The Gasparilla Inn and other hotels accommodated the tourists and winter residents who 
enjoyed fishing and participating in the social life of Boca Grande. Many of these 
visitors remained and built waterfront estates along the Gulf of Mexico, intr_oducing a 
wider variety of decorative architectural styles, but mostly building in the Mediterranean 
Revival style. · 

Boca Grande also had a demand.for worker housing .. As a result, bungalow style houses 
were concentrated to the south of the commercial district; many of these houses were 
built by the railroad to house the railroad workers. This s!yle of architecture borrowed 
from the early vernacular housing, such as the· raised floors, covered porches and high 
ceilings. One of the reasons it was such a popular style was because it was available 
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through mail order plans and was simple and inexpensive to build. On some of these 
· structures it is common to see more decoration than would be observed on vernacular 
· homes, such as trim elements on the gable ends, <lentils and wood window surrounds. 

As with other communities across the state, development tapered off after the Florida 
Land Boom. But because of the many attractions that Boca Grande and the surrounding 
area still offers, Boca Grande continues to grow. Fortunately, due· to the sensitivity of 
the island's residents, much of the early architectural _heritage still remains today. 
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Cow\ly. FlorEJn. 1•i:: · ~-

Commence at the southeast cryrnur of '9t )6, Unit :io. 1, GOLDEN BEACH SUBDlVlSlON, 
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as recorded in their Minute Book No, B. page 298, thie being the Northwest cvrntr 
of tract, as conveyed ht the Boca Gc.an-1.e Hotel, Inc. r to the f'lorida Power nnd 
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W: 

1957; thence North 59•43•20° West 15 feet tr- a point; t':lence South 0•39 1 West 
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South, Range 20 &sat, Lee Count~, Florida. , . 

81/SJtCT to roctriotiono, reoorvo•;lono, oooumonto at record, but thto proviolon 
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Wl LLL:M G. LERCH,EN, JR. PRESIDENT 
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Ma.rch A.'I>, 1,;-,g .. .... {L_,i.--
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17,,; lr1#n111•·r11 pn'f'<mil by: 
. !.I.In•.. Department of Naturml Resouraes 

l900•qommon~c~lth Blvd., ROOIII 412 
Tallah~sacc, FL 32399 
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# SALE PRICE D.O.S. BOOK PAGE TC VI PAGE: 00015 
1: 100 03/88 1983 0684 01 I LINE: 830 
2: 100 01/87 1897 1186 01 I 
NBHD CODE: 09-109-0.00 
PFl=FORWARD PF2=BACKWARD PF7=DSNM PF8=DSAD 

SF #UNITS .. : 11590.00 

00 
00 

31 
005 

71 

FRONTAGE: 0 
DEPTH ... : 
E/I NUM.: 
S/D VAL.: 
SID CODE: 
DSC ..... : 
ZONING .. : 
PEND .... : 

MAINT DATE 
07/23/93 

0 
00000 

.00 

********** 
** ** 
********** 



...
. P

ag
e2

0_
· 

.. 
B

O
C

A
 B

E
A

C
O

N
. J

an
ua

ry
 2

0,
 1

99
5 

Tl
te

re
 w

~·
 al

w
ay

s· 
so

m
et;

hi
ng

 fo
r 

ki
ds

 to
 d

o 
in

 p
ar

ad
is~

 
. 

. 
· E

di
to

r's
· n

ot
e:

 W
e 

of
fe

r t
he

 c
on

clu
sio

n 
th

is 
w

ee
k 

of
 

fo
rm

er
 /s

la
nd

er
 J

er
ry

 D
up

on
t's

 m
em

or
ie

s 
of

 gr
ow

in
g 

O
th

er
 d

ay
s 

w
e 

ph
i.y

ed
 a

m
on

g·
 

· t
he

 m
an

gr
9v

es
 t

ha
t.g

re
w

 in
•th

e 
sw

am
p 

an
d 

wa
tc

h 
al

l t
he

 d
iff

er
en

t 
. 

· · 
bi

rd
s 

th
at

 li
ve

d 
·th

er
e,

 li
ke

 e
ag

le
ts

, 
· ·

 
·P

la
yt

im
e o

n 
th

e 
isl

an
d 

he
ro

os
, 

gr
ea

t w
hi

te
 c

ra
ne

s 
an

d 

up
 In

 B
oc

a 
G

ra
nd

e 
in 

th
e 

19
60

s.
 

· 

Be
si

de
s ..

 pl
ay

ln
g 

on
 th

e 
be

ac
h 

at
 o

ur
 e

nd
, w

e 
bo

ys
 

ki
ng

fis
he

rs
: ·

so
m

et
im

es
 f

la
m

ln
-

fro
m

 t
he

 s
ou

th
 e

nd
 

wo
t1

ld
 c

om
e 

up
to

w
n 

on
 o

ur
 

go
es

 a
nd

 s
po

on
bi

lls
 s

to
pp

ed
 t

o 
bi

ke
s 

to
 s

y,
lm

 a
nd

 p
la

y.
 W

e 
be

ga
n 

ou
r s

um
m

er
 da

ys
 

fe
ed

, 
In 

hu
ge

 fl
oc

ks
 th

at
 w

ou
ld

 fi
ll, 

'b
y 

rid
in

g 
al

l--
ov

er
 th

e 
is

la
nd

 g
at

he
rin

g 
m

an
go

es
, 

th
e 

sk
y 

wh
en

 th
ey

 w
er

e 
fly

in
g.

· 
· .

 p
ap

ay
as

, 
sp

id
er

 b
an

an
as

, 
or

an
ge

s,
 le

m
on

·s
 a

nd
 

An
ge

lo
 B

el
l h

a•· 
a 

bo
at

 d
oc

k 
In

 
lim

es
, a

n• 
we

. k
ne

w 
al

l t
he

 s
po

ts
 to

--f
lnd

 s
ug

ar
 c

an
e.

 
th

e 
ba

yo
u.

 w
ith

 a
. c

ou
pl

e 
of

 r
ow

 
Th

e 
be

st
 s

ug
ar

 c
an

e 
wa

s 
fo

un
d 

at
 M

r. 
M

ur
do

ck
's

 
bo

at
s 

tie
d 

up
 th

at
 w

e 
wo

ul
a 

"b
or

· 
pl

ac
e,

 b
ut

 w
e 

ha
d 

to
 s

ne
ak

·to
 g

et
'it

. 
A 

fe
w

 o
f 

us
 

ro
w

."
,T

he
n 

w
e 

w
ou

ld
 g

o 
to

 h
is_

 
. ,)

IID
Ul

d 
lq

ie
p 

hi
m

 l;
lu

sy
 In

 th
e 

st
or

e 
wh

ile
 th

e 
re

st
.o

f u
s 

"s
ec

re
t"

 o
ys

te
r 

an
d 

cl
am

 b
ed

s 

....
... ·

 
1,;

-;-
,. 

w
ou

ld
.s

ne
ak

iA
to

 th
e·

ca
ne

·p
at

ch
. 

. 
. 

· 
· w

ith
 a

 b
ot

tle
 o

f 
ta

ba
sc

o 
an

d 
a· 

W
he

n.
w

e 
io

un
d 

co
co

nu
ts

 w
e 

op
en

ed
.th

em
 9

ri 
th

e.
 

kn
ife

 a
nd

 f
ea

st
· o

ur
se

lv
es

. 
O

nc
e 

si
de

w
al

k 
by

 b
an

gi
ng

 t
he

:e
od

s 
un

til
 t

he
 h

ul
l s

pl
it.

 
we

 w
er

e 
ca

ug
ht

 a
nd

 h
e 

ch
as

ed
 

Th
en

 w
ei'

d 
dr

in
k 

th
e-

ju
ice

 a
nd

 c
he

w
 u

p 
th

e 
m

ea
t a

nd
 

:u
s, 

so
· a

fte
r t

ha
t w

e 
al

w
ay

s 
ha

d l
o

 
pl

ay
 a: 

ga
m

e 
9,

al
le

d·
"ra

in
 o

r s
no

w.
" 

wh
ei

:e
·w

e 
wo

ul
d 

ha
ve

 a
 lo

ok
ou

t w
he

n 
w

e·
dl

d 
th

is
. 

· T
he

 o
ld

 S
an

~M
afc

-;~
 ·T

ti~
at

er
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

wa
s 

bu
il(

 in
 1

92
8.

 I
n.

 1
94

4 
a 

ba
d.

 
st

or
m

 ri
pp

ed
 th

e 
ro

of
 af

t. I
t w

as
 fi

na
lly

 c
lo

se
d 

in 
19

73
 a

nd
 s

at
 lo

ok
ing

. li
ke

 
th

is 
un

til.
be

in
g 

re
no

va
te

d 
int

o 
th

e 
O

ld
 T

he
at

re
 M

al
l ir

i 1
98

2.
 

. 

sp
it 

it 
on

 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r .. 

, 
. 

. 
W

e 
al

so
 u

se
d 

to
 s

te
al

 th
e 

'sh
rim

p 
-

· 
O

ne
 o

f o
ur

. s
p!3

(:ia
l. 

tre
at

s 
wa

s 
pi

ck
in

g 
se

ag
ra

pe
s ·

 
fro

m
 h

is 
ba

it 
bo

xe
s 

th
at

 W
er

e 
tie

d 
·th

at
 w

e 
w

ou
ltj

 e
at

 o
r 

ta
ke

 h
om

e 
to

 o
ur

 m
ot

he
rs

 t
o 

· 
ou

t.I
n 

th
e 

w
at

er
 fo

r o
ur

 fi
sh

in
g.

 
m

ak
e 

je
lly

 o
ut

 'o
f. 

Th
ey

 g
re

w
 a

n 
ov

er
 th

e 
il,i

an
d,

 b
ut

 
-W

e 
su

re
 :w

er
e 

lit
tle

 d
ev

ils
 a

bo
ut

-g
et

tin
g 

In
to

 th
ing

:3
 

th
e 

be
st

 s
po

t w
as

 th
.a

 l
an

d 
be

tw
ee

n 
tli

e:
S

ha
rp

 
ar

ou
nd

.th
e 

isl
an

d 
in 

a 
da

y'
s 

fu
nl

 B
ut

 w
e 

of
te

n 
go

t 
es

ta
te

 a
nd

 t
he

 b
ow

lin
g 

al
le

y.
 C

oc
oa

 p
lu

m
s 

gr
ew

 a
t 

. 
ca

ug
ht

 b
ec

au
se

 e
ve

ry
on

e 
kn

ew
 u

s 
a·n

d 
ou

r p
ar

en
ts

 . 
th

e 
so

ut
h 

.e
nd

 b
y 

th
e 

Jo
.h

ns
on

s'.
 p

la
ce

s 
(th

e 
ha

rb
or

 ·
 .

 W
e 

go
t o

ur
 s

ha
re

 o
f p

un
is

hm
en

ts
 fo

r t
he

 t
hi

ng
s 

we
 . 

pi
lo

t f
am

ily
) a

nd
 1;

110
 lo

ve
d 

ea
tin

g 
th

os
e 

to
o .

. T
h!

;!y
 a

re
 

di
d.

 
. 

ha
rd

 to
 fin

d 
rio

w
 o

n 
th

e 
isl

an
d.

 ·
 .

 
· 

· 
M

an
y 

of
 l(

S 
we

re
 ta

ug
ht

 h
ow

·to
 s

wi
m

 b
y 

m
y 

st
ep

-. 
I'll

 n
ev

er
 fo

rg
et

 m
y 

fir:
st 

so
lo

 h
or

se
ba

ck
 ri

de
 a

t.A
nn

 
· f

at
he

r, 
Al

be
rt 

M
cC

al
l. 

He
 d

id
 th

is
 b

y 
ta

ki
ng

 .u
s 

to
 th

e 
,i.

nd
 h

er
 b

ro
th

er
 D

um
py

 W
he

el
er

's
 p

la
ce

. 
An

n 
.e

nd
 o

f t
he

 p
ilo

t b
oa

t 
do

ck
 a

nd
 t

hr
ow

in
g 

us
 in

 a
nd

 
l!,i

lo
we

d 
m

e 
to

lri
de

 h
er

 b
ro

w
n.

ar
id

 w
hi

te
 p

in
to

. W
he

n 
· 

te
llin

g 
us

 to
 s

w
lm

l I
t w

or
ke

d 
wi

th
 m

os
t o

f u
s 

an
d 

we
 

he
 b

ro
ke

 in
to

 a
 g

al
lo

p 
I l

o~
 c

on
tro

l .
of 

th
e 

re
in

s 
an

d 
· 

be
ca

m
e 

ye
ry

 g
oo

d 
sw

im
m

er
s.

 W
e 

sw
am

 a
ll 

ar
ou

nd
 

he
 to

ok
 o

ff 
fo

'r 
ho

r:n
e 

wi
th

 m
e 

ho
ld

in
g 

on
to

 th
e 

sa
d-

th
e 

ph
os

ph
at

e 
do

ck
, 

cl
ea

r 
to

 t
he

 v
er

y 
en

d 
so

m
e0 

di
e 

ho
rn

 fo
r 

de
ar

 li
fe

 w
hi

le
 m

y. 
fri

en
ds

 c
he

er
ed

 th
e 

'tim
es

, u
nl

es
s 

th
er

e 
w

as
 a

n 
ou

tg
oi

ng
 ild

e_
, M

y 
st

ep
fa

-
ho

rs
e 

on
·. 

Bo
y,

 w
ha

t 
a·

 ri
de

 t
ha

t-
w

as
 I 

An
n 

an
d 

th
er

 w
as

 th
e 

di
ve

r w
ho

 p
la

ce
d 

th
e 

ca
bl

es
 to

 p
ul

l t
he

 
D

um
py

 s
tiil

 le
t u

s 
rioe

 th
ei

( 
ho

rs
es

·, 
ev

en
 a

fte
r t

hi
s 

· t
ra

in
 o

ut
 o

f t
he

 h
ar

tio
r w

he
n 

It 
w

en
t o

ff 
th

e 
eh

d 
of

 th
e 

. 
· h

ap
pe

ne
d.

 
. d

oc
k.

 H
e 

wa
s· 

kn
ow

n 
to

 b
e 

or
ie

 o
f 

tJ:
ie 

be
st

 s
w

im
-

At
 th

e 
so

ut
h 

en
d 

w
e'

d 
··g

o 
-lr:

ito
 th

e 
ba

yo
us

 to
 p

la
y 

m
er

s 
on

 th
e 

isl
an

d.
-

. 
· 

· o
n 

ho
m

em
ad

e 
ra

fts
 m

ad
e 

ou
t o

f r
ai

lro
ad

·c
ro

ss
 ti

es
 

·s
om

et
im

es
 ·R

ob
er

t 
Jo

hn
so

n,
 a

s 
a 

yo
un

g 
pi

lo
t, 

,i.n
d 

ol
d 

lu
m

be
r, 

wi
tJ:

i a
 lon

g 
po

le
 fo

r· 
st

ee
rin

g,
 ju

st
 

ga
ve

 u
s 

yo
un

g 
bo

ys
 r

id
es

 o
ut

 to
-s

ea
 o

n 
th

e 
pi

lo
t 

. Il
k~

 H
uc

kl
eb

er
ry

 F
in

n 
di

d 
in

 th
e 

bo
ok

s 
we

 r
ea

d·
 a

t 
bo

at
. 

W
e 

th
ou

gh
f.t

hi
s 

w
as

 s
o 

ei
<c

ltl
ng

 -
to

 p
ul

l 
sc

ho
ol

. 
Th

os
.e

 b
ay

ou
s 

ar
e 

no
w

 'p
um

pe
d 

ou
t, 

·b
ut

 
al

on
gs

id
e 

th
es

e 
hu

ge
 s

hi
ps

 a
nd

 ·w
at

ch
 t

he
 h

ar
bo

r 
-th

er
e 

w
er

e 
tw

o-
of

 t~
em

at
 o

ur
 e

nd
 o

f t
he

. I
sla

nd
, s

ap
:-

pi
lo

t c
lim

b 
ih

e 
sw

in
gi

ng
 ro

pe
 la

dd
er

 u
p 

to
.th

e 
sh

ip
 to

 
· 

ar
at

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
tra

in
 tr

ac
ks

. W
h.

en
 w

e 
w

er
e 

tir
ed

 o
f t

he
. 

gu
id

e 
ii' 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

sw
ift

 c
um

im
ts

 o
f t

he
 c

ha
nn

el
. 

ra
fts

-w
e 

wo
ui_

d_
ql_

in;
l.b

::u
p.·

.o.
nto

.:tl
:le

,to
p.p

f.th
_9

;ijj
.~

r:p
ad

.f 
So

m
e 

of
 m

y-
-fa

.vo
rit

e 
m

em
or

ie
s 

_a
re.

 o
f t

he
 g

re
at

 
.c

ar
s 

an
d 

ru
n.

 d
6w

1i
"tl

ie
 ''6

'a
i\v

ai
~s

;'a
n(

6'
e\

w
et

/;'
-ih

e·
· 

co
Q

ko
ut

s 
we

 h
ad

. o
n 

·th
e 

be
ac

h.
 T

he
 w

ho
le

 s
ou

th
 

ca
rs

 p
la

yil
']g

 "h
id

e 
an

d'
se

ek
." 

.., 
en

d 
·c

om
m

un
ity

. w
ou

ld
 /

ol
n 

in
. 

D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

su
m

m
er

 

Be
ac

on
 fi

le
 p

ho
to

 

m
on

th
s 

wh
en

 e
ve

ry
on

e 
ca

m
e 

ho
m

e 
we

 w
ou

ld
 t

ak
e 

tu
bs

 o
f b

lu
e 

cr
ab

s 
ou

t 
of

 th
e 

.s
ur

i a
nd

 c
oo

k 
th

em
 

un
de

r t
he

 b
an

ya
ri 

tre
e 

I.n 
fro

nt
 o

f 
ou

r 
ho

us
e.

 M
r, 

G
en

e 
Bo

w
e 

w
ou

ld
 a

lw
ay

s 
co

m
e 

do
w

n 
an

d 
ch

ec
k 

o_
ut 

th
e 

co
ok

in
g 

an
d 

Jo
in 

us
. 

Th
e S

an
 M

ar
co

 T
he

at
er

-
on

 m
ov

ie
' n

ig
ht

s 
all

 t
he

 is
la

nd
er

s 
·w

ou
ld 

ga
th

er
 a

t 
th

e 
th

ea
te

r -
bl

ac
ks

, 
w

hi
te

, .
ric

h 
an

d 
po

or
 .. W

e 
al

l 
sh

ar
ed

· t
hi

s 
pl

ac
e 

to
ge

th
er

. 
Th

er
e 

wa
s 

no
 c

on
ce

s~
 

si
on

 s
ta

nd
, j

us
t 

a 
po

pc
or

n 
m

ac
hi

ne
. 

M
r, 

M
ur

do
ck

, 
th

e 
bl

ac
k 

pe
an

ut
 v

en
do

r, 
w

ou
ld

 c
al

l o
ut

, 
"G

et
 y

ou
r 

ho
t d

ai
ly

 r
oa

st
ed

, 
ge

t t
he

m
 w

hi
le

 th
ey

're
 h

ot
 o

r '
I'll

 
ea

t t
he

m
 m

ys
el

f!"
 W

e 
al

so
 c

ou
ld

 ta
ke

 a
 s

no
rt 

w
al

k 
to

 
Fu

ga
ie

•s
 D

ru
g 

St
or

e 
tci

 b
uy

 0
th

.e
r 

go
od

ie
s 

lik
e 

ice
 

cr
ea

m
, 

po
p 

an
d 

ca
nd

y 
fro

rn
 a

 b
ea

ut
ifu

l y
o_

un
g 

lad
y. 

· n
am

ed
 K

at
e 

Tu
ck

er
 w

ho
 w

or
ke

d 
th

e 
so

da
:fo

un
ta

in
. 

In
 th

e 
m

id
-1

95
0s

 th
e 

pr
ice

 ci
i g

oi
ng

 to
 th

e 
th

·e
at

er
 

wa
s 

25
 c

en
ts

 fo
r a

 chi
ld

 a
nd

 5
0 

ce
nt

s·
 fo

r 
ah

 a
du

lt.
 

W
e 

bl
ac

ks
 e

nt
er

ed
 t

hr
ou

gh
 th

e 
sid

e 
dc

io
r a

nd
 w

en
t 

up
· t

he
 s

ta
irs

 to
 th

e 
.ba

lco
ny

_. 
Th

e 
_b

alc
on

y 
w

as
 d

iv
ld

· 
E1

d 
in 

ha
lf· 

by
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

tio
n 

ho
us

e 
pl

ac
ed

 i[
l t

he
 m

id
-

dl
e.

 O
n 

co
ld

 n
ig

ht
s 

th
e 

pr
_o

je
ct

or
s 

ke
pt

 i
t 

w
ar

m
 

up
st

ai
rs

. 
M

r. 
lf.'

.ile
y 

Cr
~w

s_
w .

 .is
y:

ie
 :o

pe
ra

to
n;

if 
th

e·
pr

oj
eo

to
c·

· ·
 

M
EM

O
R

IE
S 

C
on

tin
ue

d 
on

 p
ag

e 
21

-



BO
C

AJ
BJ

EA
C

O
N

 -
Ja

:n
ua

ry
 2

0,
 1

99
5·

 
. J

P.
ag

e 2
1 

·:. 

1V
!rE

M
OR

IB
§ 

Co
nt

in
ue

~f
r.q

m
 p

ag
e 

20
. =

,;
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
;,

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
=

=
 

. 
. 

~in
 r

oo
f a

ni
~h

en
 it

 s
ta

rte
d 

r~
ini

ng
 d

ur
in

g 
sh

ip
 e

ve
ry

 ,S
un

da
y.

 O
th

er
 p

·eo
ple

· t
ha

t_
l 

re
m

em
be

r 
a 

sh
ow

 w
e 

co
ul

dn
't 

he
ar

 a
ny

th
in

g!
 D

ur
ing

.. 
fro

m
 th

e 
Ba

pt
ist

 C
hu

rc
h ·

we
re

 D
ea

co
ns

 W
illi

e.
Br

ow
n 

w
ar

m
 n

ig
ht

s 
th

e.
·w

in
do

w
s 

y.,
ou

l·d
 b

e 
an

d 
Sa

m
 M

ac
k. 

Sr
. 

-o
pe

ne
d 

wi
de

 f
or

 a
 b

r~
ez

e,
 b

ut
 t

he
n 

th
e 

Af
te

.r 
Su

nd
ay

 S
ch

oo
l 

w
e 

ki
ds

 w
ou

ld
 w

al
k·

to
 

·. 
m

os
qu

ito
es

 w
ou

ld
 c

om
e 

iri 
an

d 
ea

t u
s 

up
. 

Fu
ga

te
's

 f
or

.'t
re

at
s 

an
d 

th
en

 .w
e 

so
ut

h 
en

d 
kid

s 
It'

s 
a 

litt
le

 s
ad

 t
ha

t 
no

w 
th

e 
on

ly 
th

in
g 

wo
ul

d 
ca

tc
h 

th
e 

pa
ss

en
ge

r t
ra

in
 to

 r
id

e 
ba

ck
 to

-t
he

 
le

tt .
. of

 t
he

 o
ld

 t
he

at
er

 is
 th

e 
sh

el
l 

of
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
e 

isl
an

d.
 

bu
ild

in
g 

an
d 

a 
fe

w 
of

 th
e 

old
 b

en
ch

es
. 

-
So

m
et

im
e 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
'5

0s
 th

e 
bl

ac
k 

co
m

m
un

ity
 

'Jl'
lhle

 A
.l½

LIE
~ 

2\ll
Jli(

ll 
·§l

bt!
fo 

lEm
]]]1

1is
11 

clh
l1!

lllrc
lhle

s 
Th

e~
e 

we
re

 tw
o 

'b
la

ck
 c

hu
rc

he
s 

lo
¢a

te
d 

up
to

w
n 

on
 t

he
 i

sl
an

d,
 t

he
: A

fri
ca

n:
 

M
et

ho
di

st
 E

pi
sc

op
al

ia
n-

(A
.M

.E
:) 

an
d 

th
e 

Sh
ilo

 B
ap

tis
t. 

W
e 

at
te

nd
ed

 b
ot

h.
 S

un
da

y 
sc

ho
ol

 a
nd

 h
ol

id
ay

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
we

re
 h

elc
! i

n 
· b

ot
h 

ch
ur

ch
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

; b
ut

 s
13

rvi
ce

s 
wi

th
 a

 
pa

st
or

 a
lte

rn
at

ed
 b

et
we

en
 th

e 
ch

ur
ch

es
. 

O
ne

 w
ee

k 
th

e 
·M

et
ho

di
st

 w
ou

ld
 h

av
e·

:a
 

pa
st

or
 a

nd
 th

en
 th

e 
-n

ex
t w

ee
k't

he
 B

ap
tis

t 
w

pu
ld

 h
av

e·
 o

he
. 

Th
es

e 
pa

st
or

s 
~o

ul
d 

ar
riv

e 
on

 th
e 

fe
rry

 to
 c

on
d1

,1c
t s

er
vic

es
 o

ri ·
 

. 
. 

. 
. 

-S
un

dc
,1y

· m
·o

rn
ing

 a
nd

 th
en

 s
pe

nd
 th

e 
ni

gh
t 

an
d 

ot
he

r 
m

ac
hi

ne
s.

 I
 r

em
em

be
r 

him
 _

as
 a

n 
old

!:!r
 · 

·an
d 

sh
ar

e 
m

ea
ls 

on
 th

e 
isl

an
d·

 w
ith

 d
iff

er
en

t f
am

ilie
s 

A
m

o,
y 

M
em

or
ic:

J.
 d

,a
p_

e!
 is

 a
b~

nd
on

ed
 a

nd
 fo

rlo
rn

 lo
ok

in
g 

to
da

y,
 

bu
t p

la
ns

 a
re

 ih
 th

e 
w

or
ks

 to
 -r

en
ov

at
e 

it 
iri

to
 a

 q
om

m
un

ity
 m

ee
t-

in
g 

pl
ac

e.
 · 

· 
"B

ea
co

n 
fil

e 
ph

ot
o·

 

ge
nt

le
m

an
 w

ith
. g

ra
y 

ha
ir 

an
d 

a 
slE

!_Q
de

r b
ui

lq
 w

h_
o 

· i
n 

th
e 

ch
ur

eh
, 

re
tu

rn
in

g 
to

 th
e 

m
ai

nl
an

d 
on

 M
on

da
y 

wa
s 

kin
d 

to
 e

ve
ry

on
e.

-. 
1 w

ou
ld

 p
ee

p 
int

o_
 th

e 
pr

oje
c·-

. 
m

or
ni

ng
. .

 
. 

tio
n 

ro
om

-to
 s

ee
 ·a1

1 t
he

 m
ac

hi
ne

s 
wi

th
 th

e_
ir 

re
d 

an
d·

 
Th

e 
M

et
ho

di
st

 p
as

to
r 

wa
s 

Re
ve

re
nd

 T
ur

ne
r f

ro
m

 
gr

ee
n 

lig
ht

s.
 I

 w
as

 v
er

y 
im

pr
es

se
d 

wi
th

 a
ll 

th
os

e 
Pc

1lm
et

to
 · a

nd
· t

he
 B

ap
tis

t p
as

to
r 

wa
s 

R
ev

er
eh

d 
m

ac
hi

ne
s 

a_
nd

 li
gh

ts
. 

. .S
m

ith
 f

ro
ni

 A
rc

ad
ia

. 
M

os
t o

f t
he

 ti
m

e 
Re

v. 
Tu

rn
er

 
W

e 
ha

d 
in

di
vid

ua
l w

oo
de

n 
th

ea
te

r s
ea

ts
 u

p 
in·

 th
e.

 . 
st

ay
ed

 .)
Ni

th 
M

r. 
Ba

rry
 a

nd
 L

uc
y 

-~
ry

an
t; 

an
d 

Re
v. 

ba
lc

on
y,

 b
ut

 d
ow

As
fa

irs
 t

he
 8

:_U
die

nc
e 

on
ly

 h
ad

. 
Sm

ith
 s

ta
ye

d 
wi

th
 D

ea
co

n 
Sc

ot
t. 

Ea
ch

 c
hu

rc
h 

ha
d 

~r
ee

n 
wo

od
.e

n 
pa

rk
-li

ke
 b

en
ch

es
' a

rra
ng

ed
 in

 r
ow

~ 
yo

ut
h 

gr
ou

ps
. 

Al
l .t

he
 b

la
ck

 'k
id

s 
at

te
nd

ed
· c

hu
rc

h 
jo

w
n 

ea
ch

 s
id!

;!. 
Tn

e 
ad

ul
ts

 a
nd

 b
ab

ie
s 

alw
.a

ys
 s

at
 

wi
th

 th
ei

r f
am

ilie
s.

 
· 

· 
:m

 t
lie

 r
ig

ht
 i

id
e 

of
 th

e 
ba

lco
ny

 a
nd

 .t
he

 te
en

ag
er

s.
 

Th
e 

A.
M

.E
: 

Ch
ur

ch
 w

as
 lo

ca
te

d 
ju

st
 o

ri 
th

e 
ot

he
r 

:l.n
d 

ol
de

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
sa

t o
n 

th!
;! 

ot
he

r s
i<:

le:
 

. 
·· e

nd
 o

f ~
he

 b
la

ck
 c

om
m

un
ity

 u
pt

ow
n,

 n
ex

t to
 th

e 
Th

~ 
11

\(h
ite 

pe
op

le_
 sa

t-
do

wn
st

ai
rs

 w
he

re
 th

.e 
m

ain
, 

Br
ya

nt
's 

la
rg

e 
ho

us
e.

 ·1
ts 

be
ll 

su
pp

or
t w

as
 b

ui
lt 

in 
a 

~n
tra

nc
e 

wa
s;

 t
he

 )
'O

un
g 

pe
op

le
 s

at
 in

 t
he

 r
ow

s 
E!

an
ya

n 
tre

e 
ne

xt
 to

 th
e 

ch
ur

ch
._ 

. 
·. 

· 
. 

fo
wn

 in
 fr

pn
t. 

Be
hi

nd
 th

em
; 

on
 th

e 
rig

ht
 s

ide
, w

er
e_

. 
Th

e 
Sh

ilo
 B

ap
tis

t <
::;h

urc
h 

wa
s 

a 
sm

al
l w

hit
e·

 b
ui

td
-

:he
 m

or
e 

we
alt

_h
y 

w
in

te
r r

es
id

en
ts

·; 
wi

th
 t

he
 o

t~
er

s 
· 

· in
g 

in 
th

e 
up

to
w

n 
ar

ea
·o

n 
Fi

rs
t S

tre
et

 c
lo

se
 to

 S
am

 
)n

 th
e.

le
ft 

sid
E¼

 o
f t

he
 th

ea
te

r. 
· 

W
hi

dd
en

's 
m

ar
in

a.
 I

ts
 b

el
l h

un
g 

fro
m

· c
ro

ss
 b

ea
m

s 
Th

e 
flo

or
-w

as
 .c

ov
er

ed
 .w

it/
i w

hi
te

 b
es

.ct
)_ 

sh
el

ls
. 

. 
-s

up
po

rte
d 

by
 s

ta
nd

in
g-

be
am

s 
ju

st
 o

ut
sid

e 
th

e 
bu

ild
-

fh
ey

 w
er

e.
 v

er
y 

no
isy

 w
he

n 
wa

lke
d 

on
 o

r s
h_

Lif
fle

d,.
 in

 
in

g.
 D

ea
co

n 
C

ol
em

an
 o

r 
D

ea
co

n 
Jo

se
ph

 F
os

fe
r 

he
 -f

ro
nt

 r
ow

s 
in 

pa
rti

cu
la

r! 
Th

e 
.th

ea
te

r a
lso

 h
ad

 a
 

wo
ul

d 
fa

ith
fu

lly
 r

ing
 t

he
 S

h[
lo 

be
ll 

to
 c

all
 u

s 
to

 w
or

-
. 

' .
 

. 

· W
as

 r
el

oc
at

ed
 to

 th
e 

so
ut

h-
en

d 
of

 th
e 

isl
an

d.
 A

t t
hi

s 
tim

e 
a 

ne
w 

ch
ur

ch
 w

as
 b

ui
lt 

·n
ea

r t
he

 C
oa

st
 G

ua
rd

 
St

at
io

n 
fo

J 
us

 ·t
o 

at
te

nd
. 

At
 t

hi
s 

ch
ur

ch
, 

Am
or

y 
M

em
or

ia
l 

C
ha

pe
l, 

th
e 

se
rv

ic
es

 a
ls

o 
al

te
rn

at
ed

 
be

tw
ee

n 
.M

et
ho

di
st

 a
nd

 B
ap

tis
t. 

Af
te

r 
Re

v. 
Sm

ith
 

re
tir

ed
, R

ev, 
Jo

hn
 L

. N
ixo

n 
to

ok
 o

ve
r t

he
 B

ap
tis

t s
er

-
vic

es
 a

nd
 R

ev
. 

Sa
pp

 c
on

du
ct

ed
 th

e 
M

et
ho

di
st

 s
er

-
vic

es
. 

W
e 

ne
ve

r 
di

d 
ha

ve
 a

 res
id

en
t 

pa
st

or
 in

 o
ur

 
co

m
m

un
ity

. lEi
lm

dk
-l[J

)W
llll.

eid
l lb

1!.
llsn

lllle
sse

s 
Th

~r
e 

we
re

 s
om

e 
bl

ac
ks

 w
ho

 r
an

 s
m

al
l b

us
in

es
s-

es
 o

n 
th

e 
isl

an
d.

 B
es

id
es

 F
re

d 
Le

e,
 w

ho
 h

ad
 t

he
 

bo
ar

di
ng

 h
ou

se
, 

M
r. 

M
.D

. 
La

nd
ca

st
er

 h
ad

 a
 d

ry
-

cle
an

in
g 

bu
sin

es
s,

 S
oc

a 
G

ra
nd

e 
Dr

y 
Cl

ea
ne

r$
, t

ha
t 

wa
s 

lo
ca

te
d 

in·
 th

e 
bu

ild
in

g 
ac

ro
ss

 fr
om

 th
e 

ol
d 

tra
in

 -
sta

tio
n·

 th
at

 n
ow

 h
ou

se
s 

a 
re

al 
es

ta
te

 o
ffic

e:
 P

ra
th

er
 

La
un

dr
y 

wo
ul

d 
se

nd
 a

 s
er

vic
e 

tru
ck

 tw
ice

 a
 w

ee
k 

to
 ·

 
th

e 
isl

an
d,

 b
ut

 m
an

y 
of

 th
e 

isl
an

de
rs

, b
ot

h 
pl

ac
k 

an
d 

wh
ite

, u
se

d 
Bo

ca
 (,

:\ra
n.d

e 
Dr

y 
Cl

ea
ne

rs
. 

O
th

er
 b

la
ck

s,
 in

clu
di

ng
 W

illi
e 

B.
 B

ro
wn

, M
r. 

Sc
ot

t, 
H

en
de

rs
on

 M
pC

ul
la

 a
nd

 T
ho

m
as

 P
hi

lp
ot

, 
ra

n·
"c

ar
 

re
nt

al
 b

us
in

es
se

s"
 th

at
 c

at
er

ed
 fo

·th
e 

wi
nt

er
 v

isi
to

rs
 

to
 th

e 
isl

an
d.

 -T
he

y 
w

ou
ld

 b
uy

' n
ew

· c
ar

s 
fo

r 
th

em
-

se
lve

s 
an

d 
th

en
 r

en
t t

he
m

 o
ut

 d
ur

in
g 

·th
e 

se
as

on
 fo

r 
en

ou
gh

· t
o 

m
ak

e 
th

e 
p_

aY
m

en
ts 

fo
r 

th
e 

re
st

 o
f 

th
e 

ye
ar

. 
M

ea
nw

hi
le

, t
he

y 
dr

ov
e 

th
ei

r s
er

vic
e 

tru
ck

s 
or

 
old

er
. c

ar
s 

un
til 

th
e.

se
as

on
 w

as
 o

ve
r. 

W
illi

e 
B.

 B
ro

w
n 

al
so

 w
as

 t
he

 is
la

nd
's 

ga
rb

ag
e-

. 
m

an
, 

se
rv

ici
ng

 m
ai

nl
y 

th
e 

be
ac

h 
es

ta
te

s.
 A

s 
kid

s,
 

we
 lo

ve
d 

go
in

g 
to

 ·t
he

 d
um

p 
wi

th
 h

im
. W

e 
fo

un
d 

all
 

kin
ds

 o
f t

re
as

ur
es

! H
e 

al
so

 ra
n 

a 
ta

xi 
se

rv
ice

 fo
r u

s 
kic

;fs
 a

nd
 b

la
ck

 m
er

ch
an

t s
ea

m
en

 fr
om

 th
e 

sh
ip

s.
 H

e 
wo

ul
d 

-c
ha

rg
e 

us
 a

 q
ua

rte
r f

or
 a

 r
id

e 
up

to
wn

. 
He

 
al

wa
ys

 h
ad

 th
e 

ni
ce

st
 c

ar
 o

n 
th

e 
isl

an
d.

 
· 

...
 

"'"
I 



UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

Official Business 

----· 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE 

USE TO AVOID PAYMENT 
OF POSTAGE, $300 
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IIIII I IIII I 111111111111111111 
NOTICE OF DECISION 

· ON 
SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS NO. _§ r 4 f .>- //~o 3 

-
Contributing Non-Contributing X Individual Designation Not Historical 

You ARE ·HEREBY NOTIFIED that on /,1/- f- a y-____ / _ ___, the Lee County Historic Preservation 
Board voted to: 

The Historic Preservation Board made the following finding(s) of fact · 

.·.<: Jt/~ec-/- .s?f-C/c-4.r~ k~,,.p /4~·- /,;?c;?Ul//7~~ !.";C_" .. .:zi 2 

A copy of this notice, the Special Certificate of Appropriateness (and other documents if 
appropriate)-----------------------------

have been furnished to the following persons: 

I 
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LEE COUNTY 
SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS NO. ..J clf-f f,_//,- ''>J 

I I Contributing I Non-Contributing / Individual Designation I I Not Historical I 
D . . N 11/1 ,,,---::...0 ·:;, _ o/ 

es1gnation o.: -/'-=Tv,_L.-..::,__,:;.__;;~------,-----------------
Project Name: ... A~""'-· :....:;..fJ/''-+_.._///t'-.<.,._~;_;'m<--'-'-rJ._V-...:...."/.c...J_----'-"'_:/4---'...:~"-=_.__ ____________ _ 

STRAP No.: c/&~ Y3 2o 00 
JcJ/1 Applicant: -~Q:_:::_ ___ __.,/~-r _______________________ _ 

Address: ~/7 __ 0_· _/.3_0 _7___._0----'-Y--'-:C __ ____ o_c"_c:e._~_-· r,_R_~_....._-~ __ 0_1/.~. _...;;...~_3_<?_2 ........ /_--

YOUR APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL CER~~' OF APPROP~TENESS HAS BEEN 

~PROVED: Certified By: • ~c, Pfl"' _ 
Date Certified B/4 aff: // ,,.-/.7- P'J 

_._ DENIED: For the reasons outlined below: 

· Section Ten of Lee County Ordinance 88-62, as amended, states: 

SECTION TEN: APPEALS 

Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board by filing a written notice of 
appeal within.fifteen (15) days of the date the Board's written decision is rendered. The-notice • 
of appeal shall be filed with the Hearing Examiner and a copy provided to the Historic 
Preservation Board staff which shall state the decision being appealed, the·grounds for the 
appeal, and a summary of the relief sought by the aggrieved party. 

Appeals shall otherwise be pursued using the procedures set forth in §900.02.A., "Appeals 
from Administrative Matters," of the Lee County Zoning Ordinance Number 86-17, as amended, 
or as may be further amended or replaced from time to time,.and in accordance with Lee County 
Administrative Codes adopted to implement the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 
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Florida Site File No. _______ _ COANO. 
-,--~~--

DESIGNATION NO. /tP 95-o3-o/ 
Sell t/5--l/-o3 DATE FILED: -----

DATE ISSUED: -----
APPROVED ____ _ 

LEE COUNTY 
SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

APPLICATION 

DENIED ----~ 

I C01\tributing II :L]~0-n'--Contii.b~fa1.g!j ;I : i cH!ndividuaJIDe-stgn<lition; I ·;',.I, Notliistorical · ; I 

Name of Project ff@tl~tf ~b?t1/ld--/ 
Location: t/90 &%,le,- ~a/ ~Cct Ga~ 
Strap No.: 26-f/3· 20 OC?-C'.)'.?ct, f. t?OZO 
Name of Applicant or Agent: __ · _G_J __ C_...L __ A _______________ --'-~-~ 
Address: ? 0, 3o;< f'Y b 
City/State: =6oC-c;c. Gr~~ Zip: ;33-J'Z/ _ 

Name of Historic District, if applicable, check all that apply: . 

/ Building 

Archaeological Site 

Object 

Landscape Feature 

Project Description: (describe all work proposed) 

Type of Work: Alteration /Demolition __ .New Construction. 

/ Reconstruction 

Narrative: ~mol· 0 J? () - AtV? /4r4aC4/4 
/'t?CO,;;~vc~'o.n ,t- rl'.4.r< 6,,~'/~ hb chvrd 

Does this use require a variance, special permit, or special exception under the Zoning Ordinance? • yes /4to 

If yes, explain:---------------~----------------'----

\ 



-2-

Has a development order or exemption been applied for prior to or concurrent with this application? If yes, give 
the development order number or the exemption number and date of application. 

A 

(g,\hpb\saz.frm) 

SUBlvITITAL REQU1REMENTS 

Full plans and specifications (9 sets ·of plans, 1 set of specifications). 
Site plan (2). · 
Samples of materials if needed to fully describe the proposed appearance, color, texture, materials 

· or design of the building(s), structure(s) and any outbuilding, wall, courtyard, fence, landscape 
feature, paving, storage or exterior lighting. 
Adequate information to enable the Historic Preservation Board to visualize the effect of the proposed 
action or adjacent buildings and streetscape within a historic district. 
Demolition applications only: Provide plans for the reuse of the property . 

. Moving applications only: Provide reasons for the proposed mo:ve, and a description of the new 
location and setting. 
Archaeological sites: Full plans and specifications indicating areas of wbrk that might affect the \ 
surface and subsurface of the archaeological site or sites. 
Proposed mitigation measures. 
Archaeological surveys, if required by the Historic Preservation Board, including disturbance of 
human burials. 



LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

STAFF REPORT 

TYPE OF CASE: Special Certificate of Appropriateness 

CASE NUMBER: SCA 95-11-03 Amory Memorial Chapel (Boca Grande) 

HEARING DATE: November 9, 1995 

I. SUMMARY 
The proposed project entails the rehabilitation of the Amory Memorial Chapel. The property is 
individually designated as HD(Individual) 95-03-01, Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory 
Memorial Chapel). Staff analyzed the proposed project for compliance with the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. The STRAP for the subject parcel is 26-43-20-00-
00009.0020. The building is located at 990 Belcher Road, at the south end of Gasparilla Island. 

II. STAFF ANALYSIS 
The Amory Memorial Church is the last standing building to have been built for the exclusive use 
of the African American community that once inhabited the Boca Grande area. In 1986, the 
Gasparilla Island Conservation and Improvement Association (GICIA) was deeded property 
including the church with the intent that it be given to the State of Florida to augment the adjacent 
state park. In 1987 GICIA deeded this property to the State for that purpose. 

Currently the GICIA has submitted a proposal to rehabilitate the Amory Memorial Chapel for use 
as a community meeting room or multi-purpose room. After considering several rehabilitation 
options for this project, the GICIA has presented the rehabilitation option that most carefully 
maintains the historic integrity of the building. 

The proposed rehabilitation will require no changes to the character defining aspects of the 
original church building. The original church building is a one-story concrete block (with 
spraycrete on the concrete block) vernacular structure with a front-facing gable and metal roof. 
Each gable end is filled with horizontal wood siding. The proposed plan preserves the traditional 
entrance to the church at the west or front elevation with its small, square, wood bell-tower at the 
peak of the metal roof. The proposed plans includes a circular vent at the gable ends, however 
the original building appears to have had a rectangular vent. 

The location and size of the original door and window openings are preserved; openings for the 
double doors at the front and the two single doors at either side will be replaced with double and 
single doors respectively. The three windows at each side of the building, the two at the rear and 
the two at the front will be replaced or repaired in the original pointed wood frame window style. 

(OVER) 



During the 1960s and '70s, additions to the east and south elevations were made. Under the 
proposed plan both of these non-historically significant additions will be removed. The eastern 
addition consists of a small shed roofed structure placed at the rear of the church building and 
flanked by the two rear church windows. This addition features a shingle roof and horizontal 
wood siding; it served as a bathroom facility. Removing this addition will restore the east or rear 
elevation of the original church building. 

The southern addition consists of a rather large shed roof addition placed on the side and rear of 
the building. From the outside this addition is accessed by single door at the rear elevation. From 
the interior of the church this addition is accessed through the church's south side single door. 
This addition covers nearly one-third of the church's side elevation and is built of concrete block. 
The proposed plan calls for completely removing this addition. 

The biggest design challenge posed by the rehabilitation of this old church building was the 
location of the new bathrooms. After much thought, the GI CIA decided that a free standing 12 x 
16 feet concrete block structure should be built to accommodate new bathroom facilities. The 
new bathrooms will be accessed via a covered walkway that will connect the new bathrooms with 
the existing door on the south side of the existing church building. The new bathrooms and the 
breezeway will feature metal roofs. Like the rehabilitated church building, the new bathrooms 
will feature spraycrete on the concrete block. However, unlike the church building, the 
bathrooms' windows will be glass block. 

Overall the proposed rehabilitation of the Amory Memorial Chapel into a Community Meeting 
Room is well thought out and respects the historic integrity of the building. This new use for this 
old church building requires no changes to the character defining features of the original building, 
the site or the environment. The proposed rehabilitation retains the historic character of the 
original church building and is done in a manner that is compatible with the historic style and 
materials that characterize the property. The new proposed bathroom addition is compatible with 
the massing, size , scale, materials and architectural features of this historic structure. 

III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Board: 

1) approve the project as presented by the applicant with the condition that the shape and 
size of vents at the gable ends be identical to the ones on the original building. (Plan 
shows the vents as circular but it appears the vents on the original building were 
rectangular). 

2)make a finding that the subject structure has been designated under Chapter 22 of the 
LDC (Historic Preservation) and that on the basis of staff analysis, the proposed project as 
approved is in compliance with Chapter 22 of the LDC 
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P.O. Box 398 
Fmt Myers, Florida 33902-0398 
(941) 335-21 I I 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (s~) . i3s Ift.r~4 nter s ,rect ~a umber 

John E. Manning 
District One 

Douglas R. St. Cemy 
District Two 

Ray Judah 
District 71,ree 

Andrew W. Coy 
Disfricl Four 

John E. Albion 
District Fil'e 

Donald D. Stilwell 
County Manager 

James G. Yaeger 
County Allomey 

Diana M. Parker 
County Hearing 
Examiner 

December 11, 1995 

Mr. Richard Clem 
Contract Administration 
Division of Building Construction 
Department of Management Services 
Suite 315R Building 4030 
4050 Esplanade Way 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-0950 

Re: Armory Memoria l Chapel/Restoration Project 

Dear Mr. Clem: 

The above referenced project has been discussed with, and 
reviewed by, Mr. Bill Bean, of the Park Service's 
Construction Management Division. This project has also been 
approved by Lee County's Historical Preservation Board. 

This letter is to verify the Lee County Division of Codes and 
Building Services is willing to permit, inspect, and ensure 
current codes are met on the restoration project . 

I am requesting the Department of Management Services write 
a letter, at your earliest convenience, confirming you will 
allow Lee County to assume the responsibility for this 
project. I would appreciate the expedition of this 
confirmation, so this renovation may begin without delay. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me . 

Sincerely, 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF CODES AND BUILDING SERVICES 

Mo({ K-----~ 
Bob Stewart, Director 

BS:lc 
cc: Mary Gibbs, Director, Community Development 

Commissioner John Manning 

i .· ! 
(' . 

._.__ ..... . ,:.~ 
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Gaspari Ila Island ConseNation and Improvement Association, Inc. I Post Office Box 446 / Boca Grande, Florida 33921 / Telephone: 813 964-266 7 

December 5, 1995 

Mr. Robert W. Stewart 
Lee County Codes and Building Services 
P. 0. Box 398 
Ft. Myers, FL 33902 

RE: Strap 26 43 20 00 00009 0020 

Dear Bobby: 

As you may know, the GI CIA is attempting to renovate the old church that is on the State Park 
property at the south end of the island. We have been working with the Historic Preservation 
Board and have a Special Certificate of Appropriateness (95-11-03) for the project we propose. 
We have also met with Frank O'Neill and Mark Goodman to discuss the renovation, and both 
have been helpful and supportive. 

As the project is on State property, we are required to obtain a building pennit from the State's 
Department of Management Services unless Lee County indicates a willingness to permit and 
inspect the project through its building department. The purpose of this letter is to request that 
the County write a letter to Mr. Richard Clem of the DMS indicating that Lee County will , 
assume the responsibility of permitting and inspection of this project. We know that if Lee 
County is involved, the permitting and inspection of the project will be expedited in a much more 
timely manner than the State could achieve from Tallahassee. 

For your information, we have also sent copies of the plans to Mr. James Fiveash at the Fire 
Marshall's office, and his office is currently reviewing them. 

We have enclosed a sample letter to Mr. Clem that we hope proves useful. Please call us if you 
have any questions or concerns with this request. As always, we thank you for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Chauncey P. Goss 
Executive Director 

cc: Gloria Saj goa/' 
Franlc O'Neill 
Mark Goodman 
John Manning 

1 re 
:Pt.ANNING 
""VTSJON lH ·" 



Gasparill2 Island Conservation and Improvement Association, Inc. / Post Office Box 446 / Boca Grande, Florida 33921 / Telephone: 941 964-266 7 

-1958 

1959 

1960-
1970? 

• 

History of the II Community Church" 
Gasparilla Island, Lee County, Florida 

During the late 1950's the real estate company that owned most of the property 
where the black community on Boca Grande was located (downtown area east of 
Community Center) began demolishing residences and structures in preparation for 
sale and development of the land. Mr. George Weymouth, realizing that these 
people would have no place to live, purchased property at the south end of the 
island and developed what came to be known as 11 Tarpon Pass Estates. 11 

Mr. Roger Amory asked Mr. Homer Addison, manager of the Tarpon Pass Estates 
Project, to purchase land in the vicinity of the development so that the Baptist 
Church could be relocated from its downtown location to the vicinity of Tarpon 
Pass Estates. In a March 22 letter to Mr. Addison, Mr. Amory writes that he is 
"very interested in seeing that the colored c.olony not be deprived of their church. 11 

Mr. Addison proceeded to purchase lari.d from the Boca Grande Hotel Company for 
Mr. Amory adjacent to Tarpon Pass Estates. Unfortunately, although Mr. Amory 
had an agreement to the contrary, the Baptist Church was demolished at its 
downtown site. Mr. Amory then informed Mr. Addison in an April 1 letter that he 
had 11 arranged with Griffin Co. to build a shell of a community church 50 x 24 with 
a concrete floor, wooden sides and a metal roof at my expense [it should be noted 
that the walls were constructed· of cinder block and not wood]. 11 It was Mr. 
Amory's hope that the existing congregations of the Methodist and Baptist Churches 
that had been demolished would furnish and maintain this new church. He 
transferred ·ownership to the Johann Fust Community Library, of which he was the 
primary benefactor and President, with instructions that the church should be rented 
to the congregation for $1 a year. · 

At some point a cinder block addition was constructed on the south side of 
the structure and acted as a kitchen. A small bathroom vvas also added to the east 
side of the strncture. 

1983 One of the primary problems with Tarpon Pass Estates and the church was that the 
land on which they were constructed is quite low and prone to flooding. The "No 
Name Storm" of the previous year tended to act as a catalyst. for the owners of the 
Tarpon Pass Estates Development, and in May, the residents were issued eviction 
notices by the owners. 



1985 During the fall, the property that had comprised Tarpon Pass Estates was given to 
the Gasparilla Island Conservation and Improvement Association, Inc. (GICIA) with 
the intent that this not for profit property owner's association turn the land over to 
the State of Florida to augment their adjoining park. 

1986 In the late fall, the Johann Fust Community Library gave the Community Church to 
GICIA with the intent that the structure (the only remaining structure of the Tarpon 
Pass Estates community) and the la:r:-d be given to the State also. 

1988 On March 17, the fin.al Warranty D¢ed turning ownership of the church over to the 
State was signed by the GI CIA. Subsequently, the State boarded the windows and 
the doors of the· structure to discourage vandalism and transient lodging. After 
receiving the structure, the State restored the dune system adjacent to the church 
property which acted to solve the flooding problem the structure endured from wave 
overwash. 

1994 On May 2, the State conducted an asbestos survey on the structure and found that 
the building is free of asbestos. 

1995 George Palermo draws initial plans for the renovation of the church. The Boca 
Grande Woman's Club funds the drafting of the plans. The Lee County Historic 
Preservation Board designates the building as an historic structure in March. The 
project receives a Special Certificate of Appropriateness from the Board for 
renovation in November. 

1996 Renovation of the church was begun in August by the GICIA. Burch Building 
Contracting performs the work on the building which includes the demolition of the 
southern and eastern additions, the complete restoration of the church, and the 
addition of two bathrooms to the south of the building. 

1997 The church was rededicated to the community on April 4 by the GICIA. Others 
who participated in funding the restoration were: Lee County's Historic 
Preservation Board, The Boca Grande Woman's Club and The Venice Foundation. 
The Barrier Island Park Society supplied the labor necessary to revegitate the 
grounds of the church with Sea Oats. Boca Bay donated the Coco Plums on the east 
and north sides of the structure. The _Boca Grande United Methodist Church 
donated the organ which sits along the eastern wall. The Florida Park Service's 
Barrier Island's GEO Park will be responsible for the ongoing maintenance and 
management of the structure. 
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DEl'AIU'MENT Of MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 
4050 Esplanade Way • Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0950 

LAWTON CH ILES, GOVERN OR W ll.l.lAM 1-1 . [ .INDNER, SFCRl'.TARY 

,. ) 

July 15, 1996 

Mr. Bob Stewart,Director 
PO Box 398 
Fort Myers, Fl 33902-0398 

Dear Mr. Bob Stewart : 

Please sign and return one copy of the Delegation of Authority To Enforce 
Building Codes for the Armory Memorial Chapel/Restoration Project . If I can be 
of any further assistance please do not hesitate to call . 

Sincerely, 

~/JJ 
4~rd Webb~ Building Officical 

•1~, -: ._,, ,_-••• ,~_~:.. ·_:_· .• ,_._'_.,: r.·1_. 
l~--~ '.~ - . - ... 

~,) 
l{ ci..:yd c:d l1apc1 



~ELEGAT!ON OF AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE BUILDING CODES 

THIS AGREEMENT 

made this 15 day of _J_u_l~y ___ ~n the year Nineteen Hundred and Ninety 96 

3Y ~.ND BETWEEN THE DIVISION OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES, STATE OF FLORIDA, hereinafcer called DIVISION, and 

Lee County Board of County Commissioners 

~ereinafter called Lee County 

;nTNESSETH, that whereas 
intends to delegate to 
as set forth in Florida 
shown hereinbelow. 

DIVISION, as authorized by Florida Statutes 553.79(9), 
Lee County all duties and responsibilities, 
statutes 553,SO(l), for the specific state project(s) 

NOW, THEREFORE, DIVISION and Lee County agree as follows: 

.:\rcicle 1. DIVISION delegates all responsibilities for Building Code Enforcement 
to Lee County for specific projecc(sJ Armory Memorial.Chapel.Restoration 
Project. 

3y signing this Agreement where indicated below, Lee County agrees 
to accept full responsibility for the Building Code Enforcement on the project(s) 
shown above. 

Article 2. 
Lee County 

Applicants for building permits will deal directly with 
on all matters relating to Building Code Enforcement on these 

specific projeccs. 

Article 3. Aoolicants for building permits will pay all relevant fees to 
Le.e County on these specific projects, which fees m_ay be no greater than 

-the fees charged to others. 

Article 4. This delegation does not cover the state Fire Marshall as the 
DIVISION has no jurisdiction over the State Fire Marshall. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement the day and 
year first written above. 

Witnessed: 

.'ss Witnessed, 

?ER-i:JELl' .. WP 

DIVISION 

APPROVED: 

By)~a/J 
!hchard A. Webb, supervising 
Construction Pro1ects 
Administrator, -Code Enforcement 
Section, Division of Building 
Construction, Deoartment of 
Management Services,- State of 
Florida 

APPROVED: 

3y-:-----------------.~ttorney, 
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SENDER: .... · · . .. · -- ···· 
•Complete item's 1 and/or·2 for additional services.-~·· - · · ~ ·· 
•Complete items 3, 4a, and 4b. . . · ,, · 
•Print your name and.address on the reverse of this torm.so that we ca11_~etum this 

I also wish to receive the 
following services (for an 
extra fee): card to you. . _ .,_ 

• Attach this fonn to the front of the mail piece, or on the back if space does not 
permit. ~" · · _. · :• · · 1. • Addressee's Address 

•WriteKReturn Receipt Requested• on the mailpiece below the article number. 
•The Return Receipt will show to whom the article was delivered and the date 

delivered. 

2. 0 Restricted Delivery 

5. Received By: (Print Name) 

loD5 
4b. Service Type 
• Registered , X Certified 

'-· D Express Mail • Jnsured . 
• Return Receipt far Merchandise D COD 
7. Date of Delivery _ _ 

OCT 301§~ 
8. Addressee's Address {Only if requested 

and fee is paid) 

Domestic Return Receipt 
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• Complete items 1 and/or 2 for additional services. 
• Complete items 3, 4a, and 4b. 
• Print your name and address on the reverse of this form so that we can retLim this 

card to you. ;,; 
• Attach this form to the front of the. oai~ece, or on the back if space does not 

permit. • 
•Write"Retum Receipt Requested• on the mailpiece below the article number. 
•The Return Receipt will show to whom the article was delivered and the date 

delivered. 

3. Article Addressed to: 

I also wish to receive the 
following services (for an 
extra fee): 

1. • Addressee's Address · 
2. D Restricted Delivery 

Consult postmaster for fee. 

GtCIA- 4b. Service Type 
}i( Certified 
• Insured 
0 COD 

Po Bo)l ~4'=> 
&>ca 6rande1 FL '33'1d.l J 
5. Received By: (Print Name) 8. Addressee's Address (Only if requested 

and tee is paid) 

see or Agent) 

Domestic Return Receipt 
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To: Historic Preservation Board 

Date: October 26, 1995 

From: Gloria M. Sajgo f )ILJ 
Principal Planner 

RE: NOVEMBER 9f 1995 HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD MEETING 

The Lee County Historic Preservation Board will meet on Thursday, November 9, 1995, 
at 4:00 p.m. in the East Room of the restored Old Lee County Courthouse, 2nd floor, in 
downtown Fort Myers. 

AGENDA 

I. Call to Order -- 4:00 p.m. 

II. Review of Affidavit of Publication 

ill. Approval of Minutes for October 5, 1995 

IV. Public Hearing on Historic Designation(s) 
A. HD (Individual) 95-10-01, Buckingham Store (Buckingham) 

V. Public Hearing on Special Certificates of Appropriateness (SCA) 
A. SCA 95-11-01, Sears (Matlacha) 
B .. SCA 95-11-02, DiCarlo (Boca Grande) 
C., SCA 95-11-03, Amory Memorial Chapel (Boca Grande) • 
D. SCA 95-11-04, First Baptist Church (Boca Grande) ,, 

VI. Presentation of Topics by Board Members 

VII~ Presentation of Topics by Staff 

. vm. Future_Meetings and Adjournment 

For further information, please contact the Lee County Planning Division at (941) 
339-6206 or (941) 339-6200. 

i) 
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Sickle Cell J}:5by 
Co.ntest and Modeling 
Show Praised By 
Audience 

A bevy ofvivacio~s beautiful 
modeb With proft:5sional charm and 
carriage were slightly up-staged by 
four beautiful babies and·their parents 
as they burped and slept through ihe 
ritain event of the evening at thC Delta 
Development Center· Sunday ·evening. 
· Vivian Hill, president of the Lee 

Coun/y Sickle Cell Association 
spon,ored the event as part of a 
fund-raising ventures to help defray 
expenses for e-0~munity education and 
public relation effort to promote 
program, combatt\ng the sickle cell 
disease and its effect on 
Afri~n-Ame~l!~ !t~n. Sh~ia Moore 
served as the bost and moderator of 
the program. More than ten models, 
male .and female participated 1n the 
evening affair. 

·. / 
'f 

1st place winner- Lester Denson Ill; ·parents Lester Denson Jr. and Pamela 

Baby Contest Win.~: . • 4th place - Jamal Hodga, parents, 
• I st place a .I,estu_ Denson ill, parents, Cry5fal Lyons and Grtnubtwther, Ms. Lyons. 

Lester Denson Sr.. and Pamela GoldsmHh. · Thank you to all wlw assisted in making 
• 2nd place" Jerrica Willi.ams, parent,, this l!Ytnt successful • 

Manhf1/I.&. ;Jacq"ie. Williams. Shelia Moore, ,xce/1,d as Master of 
• J.rd·-p/ace- Deja /f'illi,,ms, parim~ Ceremony. 

Audria Maybin, grand plllt!nt. 
Tho1tt11.• Winn Jr. ll1fd Ml113' Wmn. Conti/flied on page 3 

Black 9hurch's Heritage.Remembered in Boca Grande 
On April 4, i997, the last 

remaining Black structure known as . 
the "Armory Chapel" was rede,licated 
into a community fadlity. Blad<! in 
Lee County are very tfumkfnl to the 
Boca Grande Woman's anh who first 
thought the vacant church facility. 
could bc·used into.a community faciltiy 
instead of demolishing it and turning it 
into bathrooms. Black> are ·grateful 
because tlie hutory af the church win 
remain alive by remembering the .days 
when it wa, nsed~lack Baptist and 
Methodist congregations.• 

Boca Grande bas been tbe ~raddle 
of a strong legacy in,Black history. 
During the ear!fl900's, Boca Grande 
was settled by expert fisherman 
builders and their.families who were 
engaged in Do~eilic )!Ork. Mae Ola 

· Nick>on of Fort l\lyers, was the . ,: 
. principal and educatoj o!Ji one room 

school for student,. Her mother 
· .Angelita Swain-Georg!:,,l)~cd her 

as a a.teacher, HerGW'll,'lls a fonner 
minuter oft/'i. Jibtnrlc chnrch. · 

- · Furn,µ- clu,;.;h for BI/Jek reslorM · i,i Boca Grande. Nina Roger.,, historian attended the 
· education ceremony. 

. . . .. 

. 
11STRENGTH THRU.-UNITY11 

' . . 
• • • ! 

.. ,,, ....... ~·. · .... 



Coping 
By Dr. Charles Fauiknu · 

The Causes on 
Males on Female 
Violence 

Dear Dr. Faulkner: 

In a recent column you implied 
that al\ tas.tt or wife-beating arc not 
the: fault of the mnles invo\ved. A~ yon --
attempting to justify a male's physical 
assault on a woman? 

Mrs. R.: 
When a woman is assaulted during 

her re)atlonship wilh her mate, It ls not 
usually a sudden, nnfoneen explosfon4 
There are many signs ovtr a long 
period of time that ioditate the 
appi:-oach of an ernodone.1 or physical 
breaking point and tht: possibility of 
violence. Constant anger and 
continuous argument, followed by 
abnormal silen'Ce, suggest that the 
individual is attempting to <ope with 
the mountain of turmoil within. These 
signs must be ackno,.;Jedged and dealt 
with. Only a foolish person goes into Jtn 
inthnate relatiomhip without having 
irutvestigsted the emotional security of 
their potential partner. 

l certalnlfdo not approve of any 
penon .. sualting another. Our men 
have a responsibility to respect our 
women. If a man feels Intimidated or 
threatened by bis lady, be should · 
commnnicate this feeling to her and 
seek the aid of a third party to solve 
the problem. 

· Black males tO<;lay are in a 
depressed state, financially and 
p~chologically, and the pfflsures are 
greater upon him than ever befo~ 
Some males are time bombs with a 
short fuse, ready to explod• at any 
time. If a male lacks coping abilities, he 
i, likely to attack the person closest to 
him, at the slightest provoca.tion. HH 
wife, girlfriend, or family tend to be 
closer to him during his time of 
desperation, 

Violence by the male in a. 
relationship_ is nsually an attempt to. 
rescue his lost self-<:oteem or loot 
manhood, .His lady.should at fint._helt> . 

Page 2 
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. i';'ow,; problems 'm iii~ relationsliii,• 
w11h ~onlng, understanding and , 
compassion~ If thu d°oes nOt wo~ she 
should aeek outside' advice- or slowly · · · 
dirtana, b~f from the alfm. 
Cons:tant critism of the mate chips 
a~ay at his sense of manhood, bit by 
bit, until his tolerance is ahausted. 
Violence b sometimes the unfortunate 
resnlt. 

Viole~t::e is reaffirmation of 
enormou! problems. It is also a -
reflection of the ohvioll5 trouble, 
confronting _the relationship of Black 
males nod females. Violence is both 
unacceptable and avoidable. However, 
until social pressures are toned down 
and respect between the sexe, 
increased. it i• likely to continue. 

Write to Dr. Faulkner at: 5722 
Green Street, Suite 301, Philadelphia, 
PA, 191.U. 

(11,e viem expr,s,ed in this column 
do nut necessarily reflect those of this 
publication.) . 

A Moment In African 
American History 

By Nadine Lewis 

Can you name- the fint Afrian American · 
• ever to be directly elected to all three 

branches of government-the legislative, the 
exeeutlve and the judicial? · 

Carl B, Stokes wa, eleeted to ibe Ohio 
Howe of Representatives, !if the legi!lanve 
branch in 1962. In 1967, he was ele<ted to the 
euculiye branch a, Mayor 9f Cleveland Ohio, 
and WIIJI electtd to the judicial branch-as 
judge of Ohio'• largest court, Cle>·eland 
Municipal Court in 1983. 

Perhaps one of the most consistent 
trailblazen in Ameri<M politico, Stokes l\il! 
served this counny in many·way,,. He·was a 
U.S. annyveteran, an assistant Cleveland city 
attorney, Jtnd state legislator btfore winning 
Cleveland's mayoral <onte,t in 1967. His 
impressive list> of .Afrwln Ameriean "tint". 
includes: First .Afrkan American ever elected 
mayor ofa major city, "first" African 
American democrat to be ·elt<ted to the Ohio 
General Assembly, "flrit" .African American 
to hold the office of Pnesident-cleet of the 
National League of Cities, and the "first" 
Arritan AmerieanJ1tto1)1ey io serve as gcnentl 
con11sel to a major American labor uni;n, the 

· United,\uto.Worl<ers, . Once" high scliool drop-out, Carl Sbljces 

went back to .complete high school;' an<lithen 
went on to receive a Bachelor of Science in 
Law (ll.S.L.) in I 954; and a Docto~ bfbw 
(LL.D.) iu 1956. He1!lso received. honora,y 
doctorate degrees from 14 colleges-and . 
univB"Sities and ha,_ been a visiting' lecturer at. 
universities acrossthe United States aod 
Europe. 
_ Stokes, who when he became Oevcland's 
?19-yor became mayor of the dgbth Jarg.;5t dty 
in the United Stat-cs, is a bona fide "hometown 
boy makes good" story. He rose through the 
pol!tkal nuil<s to become mayor of the dty in 
which he was bom and raised, and which he 
loved. He wrui .also senior partner in the law 
firm of Stokes and Green; and WB3 an WNBC 
news anthomhm. His final service to ru5· 
country-was &s United States AmbBssador to 
the Republic of Seychelles. 

Upon the untimely death of Carl Stokes 
Ia,,t year, U.S. Congressman Louis Stoke,,',aid, 
~above all, my brother wu proudest of the fact 
that he was the first Black American to 
acquire th~ political power to break down 
barriers and open unpreeedented 
opportunities for minorities." Rep. Stokes 
added that hi• brother, the great grandson of a 
slave, was an inspiration to African American 
everywhere. "Be has left a legacy that will 
always be remembered,"' the Congres!man 
added. . 

Carl B. Stokes shatts A Moment in African 
American History. 

. For more informa.ion about Blaek History 
and Culture, write _to: Nadine L Lewis •.P.O. 
Bar 2286 • Columbus Ohi.o 43_216 

lea 
COLIN~ 

Public Notice 

The public is hereby advised that 
pnrsuant to HUD Con,olidated Ptan· Citizen 
Farticipation and Consultation rtao, Lee 
County is submitting to HUD for it,, records 
on/or RboutMay·9, 1997 after a public 
meeting btfore the Board of County 
Comll'.issioners oll/or about May 7, 1997 the 
following amendements: 

. 1. CDBGYear 7 ll-96-UC-12-0013. 
J.'ro.ittt JU.#23 Juvenile Commitment 
Facility. Thi! project is being reduced by 
$42,630 to $117,370. ltwlll ultimately be 
reduced to $0 once the w,e, for the remainin 
$117,370 are finalized. TbeS41,630 will 
trans(eiTcd to the project listed below. 

:t CDBGVear7, R,96-UC-11-0013, 
. Project TQ #4, Dunbar l'ublit Intrastructur 
Project. The $42,~ I., being trnrui..-ttd to 
this ~c!Mty to facilitate the construction of 
the above sidewalks. 

Comments llUd qnestlom shonld 
dfre!'ted to the J'lanning ,wr at ihe 
Departm<f!t of Hnmali O,mmuni 
Improvement Office at (941) 656-7930, 83 • 
Pondella, Road, Suite fl!,~orth Fort Myer, 
Florida. 

DS/ae962 

:¥0#701878 
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Community Church at 
south end re-dedi_cated 
and begins new era 
By MARILYN HOECKEL 

The Com{T14nlty Churof\ at the 
south end oJ Gasparil/a Island, which 
seived the black community of Boca 
·a,ancle for nearly 25 years as a 
place Of w0rshlp, and which than aat 
empty ahd fortom for 16 years, has 
recafved a riew lease on life. 

Although the little cinder block 
building wm no longer Serve the com-
munity as a church, tt has been reno-
vated and was formally re-dedlCatad 
as the ,.Community Cl)urch" last 
Frtday evening. Nearly 70 Islanders 
attended the ceremony, which could 
not hav·e.been more appropriate· or 
heartwarming, 

The Rev.· Jaynie Nell Hickman of 
the Boca Grande United Methodist 
Church played the organ which her 
church donated to the building, while 
folks enjoyed hors d'oeuvres and 
punch provided by the GaspariHa 
Island Conservation and 
Improvement Association, whic'h 
spearheaded the renovation .. 

Pansy Cost, our town llbrarian and • 
IOCal historian, gave a short talk on 
how the church came to be ln tha firal 
plB.ce. The various organizations 
which contributed to the renovation 
effo~ were recog~lzed; and the slm· 
pie ceremony ended with a prayer by 
Thomas Phllpo~ who was a peacon 
In the Community Church when it 
served fhe people who lived at 
Tarpon Pass Estates and who 
referred to .himself as possibly the 
~o/ciest surviving membe.r of the 

chl,irch." . 
Th8.total cost of renovating the 

. Community Church was $B4,345. 
Funding was provided by the GICIA. 
the Boca Grande Woman's Club, Lee 
County's Historic Preservation Boart:i 
and The Venice Foundation. BIPS 
(Barrier· Island Pal1<s Society) provid-
ed the labor to landscape the 
grounds of the church with sea oats, 
and 8,998 Bay donated coco plums 
Whfc~ \vere planted on the east and 
north sides of 1he building. 

Toe bulld!ng will serve as a meet-
Ing plaea for.th<! community. It wlll be 
mana98d and maintained by the 
Florida .Park Service's Barrier Islands 
GEO Pa_rk, which has its headquar-
ters In the nearby Boca Grand& 
lJghthquso. lodJvlduals or or~anlza-
tions wfshing to use It should contact 
park stalf,at 964-0375. 

The :or1ginaf brass plaque which 
has ·~n on 1he church since It was 
built for Iha black community of Boca 
Grande· In 1959 has been polished 
and once again occupies a place of 
honor nexr to the front door. It rBads: 
•coffimunrty Church erected to the 
Glo,y- of God by Roger and Louise 
Amery, 19S9." 

Surely the Amorys and all tho folks 
whose church this was for so many 
years would be happy to know that 
the building has been prase,ved end. 
has entered:a new phase or useful-
ness to the community of Boca 
Grande. Hopefully It wltl do _so for 
many y~am to ~orrye. 

Photos by 
Dusty and Marilyn 

Pansy Cost, our town~ librarian,. geye a little talk on the churclts history. 

Ken Burch (!Bit) and Chauncey Goss on the dune wafkover near the church. 
Ken 811d his brother Randy, of Bu,r;h Building Contracting, renovated the old 
chepel. G.oss Is director of th,i GTCIA, which was In charge of /he projeqt. 

Tha Rev. Jsynle Nall Hickman f!la.yed t~e organ. 

Thomas Ph;/pot, fo,-,i,er deacon of 
the Community Church, offered a few 
reminiscences anq a prayer. 

Banier Islands GEO Parle District Manager Mika Mutphy 
(righQ cama from Osprey to attend the ceremony. At left Is 
GEO Perle Manager Reggie Norman. 

Nina Denson Rogers (right), of Lee County Black Hist~ry 
Inc.~ and_ Gloria Sajgo of the Lse Co,unty Historic 
Proservatlon Boa.rd, came from Fort Myers for the re-dedi-
cation. 

. . 

The BUYER'S BROKER 

® ' \ 

PETER SlECLAFF 
ZEKE SmGLAl'F . 

of B9ca Grande, Inc. 

375 PARK AVE.. 
P.O. BOX 1769 

BOCA GRANDE, FL 33921 
. Ph: (941) 964-1414 
Fax: (~41) 964-1500 

We repres~t only Buyers'. Our job is . ITT_ . 

ta help Buyers obtain the best terms. L.13 
'LET US HELP YOU PURCHASE REAL ESTATE. 

HUDSON'S GROCERY 

-~ liUDSON'S ... A Super Market! -. -· 
We deliver to boats, homes and condos with order of $25 or more. 

MONDAY -SATI.JllDAY 
8:30 a:trl.-5:30 p:m, 

964-2621 
PARK AVE., BOCA GRANDE 
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DSNL **** LEE PROPERTY APPRAISER (NAME-ADDRESS-LEGAL) **** 
PARCEL IN HISTORICAL DIST 

STRAP: 26 43 20 00 00009 0020 
TIITF/DNR REC+ PARKS 

DOR ... : 
LOC ... : 

82 FOREST, PARKS REC 
LEE COUNTY UNINCORPORATED 
PARLIN SE 1/4 SEC 26 
TWP 43 R 20 DESC IN C/O DNR DOUGLAS 

TALLAHASSEE 
FL 

BLDG 

32399 N/R: 
***VALUES*** *** EX 

JUST: 64,780 AG.: 
ASSD: 64,780 HX.: 
TXBL: 0 WID: 
BLDG: 6,830 DIS: 
LAND: 57,950 WLY: 
NCST: 0 ENG: 
PVAL: 68,450 WDR: 
SOH: 0 DIFF: 
SITE: 990 BELCHER RD 
# SALE PRICE D.O.S. BOOK 
1: 100 03/88 1983 
2: 100 01/87 1897 

·NBHD CODE: 09-109-0.00 

LEGALl: 
LEGAL2: 
LEGAL3: OR 1897 PG 1186 

HWDWXA 
000040 UNIT MEAS.: 

VALUES*** 1ST TAX YR: 
0 YR SPLIT .. : 
0 YR CREATED: 
0 ENERGY CD . : 
0 ENERGY YR. : 

64,780 APRVED BY.: 

PAGE TC 
0684 01 
1186 01 

0 TAX AUTH .. : 
0 PRIOR DOR.: 
0 PRIOR STRP: 
33921 

VI PAGE: 00015 
I LINE: 830 
I 

SF 

00 
00 

31 
005 

71 

#UNITS ... : 
FRONTAGE: 
DEPTH ... : 
E/I NUM.: 
S/D VAL.: 
S/D CODE: 
DSC ..... : 
ZONING .. : 
PEND .... : 

11590.00 
0 
0 

00000 
.00 

MAINT DATE 
07/23/93 

** ** 
Fl=NEXT F2=PREV F4=MAF F7=NAME F8=ADDR F9=CONDO Fl2=TRIM 

\ 
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LEE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

STAFF REPORT 

TYPE OF CASE: Special Certificate of Appropriateness 

CASE NUMBER: SCA 95-11-03 Amory Memorial Chapel (Boca Grande) 

HEARING DATE: November 9, 1995 

I. SUMMARY 
The proposed project entails the rehabilitation of the Amory Memorial Chapel. The property is 
individually designated as HD(Individual) 95-03-01, Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory 
Memorial Chapel). Staff analyzed the proposed project for compliance with the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. The STRAP for the subject parcel is 26-43-20-00-
00009. 0020. The building is located at 990 Belcher Road, at the south end of Gasparilla Island. 

II. STAFF ANALYSIS 
The Amory Memorial Church is the last standing building to have been built for the exclusive use 
of the African American community that once inhabited the Boca Grande area. In 1986, the 
Gasparilla Island Conservation and Improvement Association (GICIA) was deeded property 
including the church with the intent that it be given to the State of Florida to augment the adjacent 
state park. In 1987 GICIA deeded this property to the State for that purpose. 

Currently the GICIA has submitted a proposal to rehabilitate the Amory Memorial Chapel for use 
as a community meeting room or multi-purpose room. After considering several rehabilitation 
options for this project, the GICIA has presented the rehabilitation option that most carefully 
maintains the historic integrity of the building. 

The proposed rehabilitation will require no changes to the character defining aspects of the 
original church building. The original church building is a one-story concrete block (with 
spraycrete on the concrete block) vernacular structure with a front-facing gable and metal roof. 
Each gable end is filled with horizontal wood siding. The proposed plan preserves the traditional 
entrance to the church at the west or front elevation with its small, square, wood bell-tower at the 
peak of the metal roof. The proposed plans includes a circular vent at the gable ends, however 
the original building appears to have had a rectangular vent. 

The location and size of the original door and window openings are preserved; openings for the 
double doors at the front and the two single doors at either side will be replaced with double and 
single doors respectively. The three windows at each side of the building, the two at the rear and 
the two at the front will be replaced or repaired in the original pointed wood frame window style. 

(OVER) 



During the 1960s and '70s, additions to the east and south elevations were made. Under the 
proposed plan both of these non-historically significant additions will be removed. The eastern 
addition consists of a small shed roofed structure placed at the rear of the church building and 
flanked by the two rear church windows. This addition features a shingle roof and horizontal 
wood siding; it served as a bathroom facility. Removing this addition will restore the east or rear 
elevation of the original church building. 

The southern addition consists of a rather large shed roof addition placed on the side and rear of 
the building. From the outside this addition is accessed by single door at the rear elevation. From 
the interior of the church this addition is accessed through the church's south side single door. 
This addition covers nearly one-third of the church's side elevation and is built of concrete block. 
The proposed plan calls for completely removing this addition. 

The biggest design challenge posed by the rehabilitation of this old church building was the 
location of the new bathrooms. After much thought, the GICIA decided that a free standing 12 x 
16 feet concrete block structure should be built to accommodate new bathroom facilities. The 
new bathrooms will be accessed via a covered walkway that will connect the new bathrooms with 
the existing door on the south side of the existing church building. The new bathrooms and the 
breezeway will feature metal roofs. Like the rehabilitated church building, the new bathrooms 
will feature spraycrete on the concrete block. However, unlike the church building, the 
bathrooms' windows will be glass block. 

Overall the proposed rehabilitation of the Amory Memorial Chapel into a Community Meeting 
Room is well thought out and respects the historic integrity of the building. This new use for this 
old church building requires no changes to the character defining features of the original building, 
the site or the environment. The proposed rehabilitation retains the historic character of the 
original church building and is done in a manner that is compatible with the historic style and 
materials that characterize the property. The new proposed bathroom addition is compatible with 
the massing, size , scale, materials and architectural features of this historic structure. 

III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Board: 

1) approve the project as presented by the applicant with the condition that the shape and 
size of vents at the gable ends be identical to the ones on the original building. (Plan 
shows the vents as circular but it appears the vents on the original building were 
rectangular). 

2)make a finding that the subject structure has been designated under Chapter 22 of the 
LDC (Historic Preservation) and that on the basis of staff analysis, the proposed project as 
approved is in compliance with Chapter 22 of the LDC 
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COUNT~ 

P.O. Box 398 
Fort Myers, Florida 33902-0398 
(941) 335-2111 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ( 8 ) , i3 5 di: 4 nler s1rect umber 

John E. Manning 
District One 

Douglas R. St. Cerny 
District Two 

Ray Judah 
District 11,ree 

Andrew W. Coy 
District Four 

John E. Albion 
District Ffre 

Donald D. Stilwell 
Co1111ty Manager 

James G. Yaeger 
County Allomey 

Diana M. Parker 
Co1111ty Hearing 
Examiner 

December 11, 1995 

Mr. Richard Clem 
Contract Administration 
Division of Building Construction 
Department of Management Services 
Suite 315R Building 4030 
4050 Esplanade Way 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-0950 

Re: Armory Memorial Chapel/Restoration Project 

Dear Mr. Clem: 

The above referenced project has been discussed with, and 
reviewed by, Mr. Bill Bean, of the Park Service's 
Construction Management Division. This project has also been 
approved by Lee County's Historical Preservation Board. 

This letter is to verify the Lee County Division of Codes and 
Building Services is willing to permit, inspect, and ensure 
current codes are met on the restoration project. 

I am requesting the Department of Management Services write 
a letter, at your earliest convenience, confirming you will 
allow Lee County to assume the responsibility for this 
project. I would appreciate the expedition of this 
confirmation, so this renovation may begin without delay. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF CODES AND BUILDING SERVICES 

r3c{ ---_:::::, 
Bob Stewart, Director 

BS:lc 
cc: Mary Gibbs, Director, Community Development 

Commissioner John Manning P_L: L 7 ~I(; 
1 ,..l "~ U 

DIVISION 
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Gaspari Ila Island ConseNation and Improvement Association, Inc. / Post Office Box 446 / Boca Grande, Florida 33921 / Telephone: 813 964-266 7 

December 5, 1995 

Mr. Robert W. Stewart 
Lee County Codes and Building Services 
P. 0. Box 398 
Ft. Myers, FL 33902 

RE: Strap 26 43 20 00 00009 0020 

Dear Bobby: 

As you may know, the GICIA is attempting to renovate the old church that is on the State Park 
property at the south end of the island. We have been working with the Historic Preservation 
Board and have a Special Certificate of Appropriateness (95-11-03) for the project we propose. 
We have also met with Frank O'Neill and Mark Goodman to discuss the renovation, and both 
have been helpful and supportive. 

As the project is on State property, we are required to obtain a building permit from the State's 
Department of Management Services unless Lee County indicates a willingness to permit and 
inspect the project through its building department. The purpose of this letter is to request that 
the County write a letter to Mr. Richard Clem of the DMS indicating that Lee County will , 
assume the responsibility of permitting and inspection of this project. We know that if Lee 
County is involved, the permitting and inspection of the project will be expedited in a much more 
timely manner than the State could achieve from Tallahassee. 

For your information, we have also sent copies of the plans to Mr. James Fiveash at the Fire 
Marshall's office, and his office is currently reviewing them. 

We have enclosed a sample letter to Mr. Clem that we hope proves useful. Please call us if you 
have any questions or concerns with this request. As always, we thank you for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Chauncey P. Goss 
Executive Director 

cc: Gloria Sajgov""" 
Frank O'Neill 
Mark Goodman 
John Manning 

RECE IVED 
DEC 6 1995 

PLANNING 
DIVISION 



Gaspari Ila Island Conservation and Improvement Association, Inc. 
Post Office Box 446 / Boca Grande, Florida 33921 /Telephone: 813 964-266 7 
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Gaspari I It!. Island Conservation and Improvement Association, Inc. / Post Office Box 446 / Boca Grande, Florida 33921 / Telephone: 941 964-266 7 

-1958 

1959 

1960-
1970? 

• 

History of the "Conimunity Church" 
Gasparilla Island, Lee County, Florida 

During the late 1950's the real estate company that owned most of the property 
where the black community on Boca Grande was located (downtown area east of 
Community Center) began demolishing residences and structures in preparation for 
sale and development of the land. Mr. George Weymouth, realizing that these 
people would have no place to live, purchased property at the south end of the 
island and developed what came to be known as "Tarpon Pass Estates." 

Mr. Roger Amory asked Mr. Homer Addison, manager of the Tar}1on Pass Estates 
Project, to purchase land in the vicinity of the development so that the Baptist 
Church could be relocated from its downtown location to the vicinity of Tarpon 
Pass Estates. In a March 22 letter to Mr. Addison, Mr. Amory writes that he is 
"very interested in seeing that the colored colony not be deprived of their church." 
Mr. Addison proceeded to purchase land from the Boca Grande Hotel Company for 
Mr. Amory adjacent to Tarpon Pass Estates. Unfortunately, although Mr. Amory 
had an agreement to the contrary, the Baptist Church was demolished at its 
downtown site. Mr. Amory then informed Mr. Addison in an April 1 letter that he 
had "arranged with Griffin Co. to build a shell of a community church 50 x 24 with 
a concrete floor, wooden sides and a metal roof at my expense [it should be noted 
that the walls were constructed' of cinder block and not wood] . " It was Mr. 
Amory's hope that the existing congregations of the Methodist and Baptist Churches 
that had been demolished would furnish and maintain this new church. He 
transferred ownership to the Johann Fust Community Library, of which he was the 
primary benefactor and President, with instructions that the church should be rented 
to the congregation for $1 a year. · 

At some point a cinder block addition was constructed on the south side of 
the structure and acted as a kite.hen. A small bathroom was also added to the east 
side of the structure. 

1983 One of the primary problems with Tarpon Pass Estates and the church was that the 
land on which they were constructed is quite low and prone to flooding. The "No 
Name Storm" of the previous year tended to act as a catalyst. for the owners of the 
Tarpon Pass Estates Development, and in May , the residents were issued eviction 
notices by the owners. 



', 

. 
I, 

L I· . 
·. • .:.; 

1985 

1986 

During the fall, the property that had comprised Tarpon Pass Estates was given to 
the Gasparilla Island Conservation and Improvement Association, Inc. (GICIA) with 
the intent that this not for profit property owner's association turn the land over to 
the State of Florida to augment their adjoining park. 

In the late fall, the Johann Fust Community Library gave the Community Church to 
GI CIA with the iritent that the structure (the only remaining structure of the Tarpon 
Pass Estates community) and the lal).d be given to the State also. 

1988 On March 17, the final Warranty D~ed turning ownership of the church over to the 
State was signed by the GI CIA. Subsequently, the State boarded the windows and 
the doors of the structure to discourage vandalism and transient lodging. After 
receiving the structure, the State restored the dune system adjacent to the church 
property which acted to solve the flooding problem the structure endured from wave 
overwash. 

1994 On May 2, the State conducted an asbestos survey on the structure and found that 
the building is free of asbestos. 

1995 George Palermo draws initial plans for the renovation of the church. The Boca 
Grande Woman's Club funds the drafting of the plans. The Lee County Historic 
Preservation Board designates the building as an historic structure in March. The 
project receives a Special Certificate of Appropriateness from the Board for 
renovation in November. 

1996 Renovation of the church was begun.in August by the GICIA. Burch Building 
Contracting performs the work on the.building which includes the demolition of the 
southern and eastern additions, the complete restoration of the church, and the 
addition of two bathrooms to the south of the building. 

1997 The church was rededicated to the community on April 4 by the GICIA. Others 
who participated in funding the restoration were: Lee County's Historic 
Preservation Board, The Boca Grande Woman's Club and The Venice Foundation. 
The Barrier Island Park Society supplied the labor necessary to revegitate the 
grounds of the church with Sea Oats .. Boca Bay donated the Coco Plums on the east 
and north sides of the structure. The Boca Grande United Methodist Church 
donated the organ which sits along the eastern wall. The Florida Park Service's 
Barrier Island's GEO Park will be responsible for the ongoing maintenance and 
management of the structure. 

.. ' \. .. 



DEPAlffMENT OF MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 
4050 Esplanade Way • Tallalmscc, Florida 32399-0950 

I.AWJ"()N CHILE,, GOVERNOR 

July 15, 1996 

Mr. Bob Stewart,Director 
PO Box 398 
Fort Myers, Fl 33902-0398 

Dear Mr. Bob Stewart: 

W!LI.IAM l-1. l.!NllNl'R, SECRFTARY 

Please sign and return one copy of the Delegation of Authority To Enforce 
Building Codes for the Armory Memorial Chapel/Restoration Project. If I can be 
of any further assistance please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

~J 4~ard Webb., Building Officical 

... 
\..t 

Recycled Papcr 



~ELEGAT!ON OF AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE BUILDING CODES 

THIS AGREEMENT 

made this 15 day of _J~u~ly,,__ __ ~n the year Nineteen Hundred and Ninety 96 

3Y ~.ND BETWEEN THE DIVISION OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES, STATE OF FLORIDA, hereinafcer called DIVISION, and 

Lee County Board of County Commissioners 

~ere1nafter called Le.e County 
~ITNESSETH, thac whereas 
intends to delegate to. 
as set forth in Florida 
shown hereinbelow. 

DIVISION, as authorized by Florida Statutes 553.79{9), 
Lee County all duties and responsibilities, 
Statutes 553.80(1), for the specific state project(s) 

NOW, THEREFORE, DIVISION and Lee County agree as follows: 

~rcicle l. DIVISION delegates all resoonsibilities for Building Code Enforcement 
to Lee County for specific project(s/ Armory Memorial.Chapel,Restoration 
Project. 

3y signing this Agreement where indicated below, Lee County agrees 
~o accept full responsibility for the Building Code Enforcement on the project(s} 
shown above. 

;,..rticle 2. 
L_ee J:;0_11.nty 

Applicants for building permits will deal directly with 
on all matters relating to Building Code Enforcement on these 

specific projeccs. 

Article 3. Applicants for building permits will pay all relevant fees to __ 
Lee County on these specific projects, which fees may be no greater than 

-the fees charged to others . 

. 11.rticle 4. This delegation does not cover the State Fire Marshall as the 
DIVISION has no jurisdiction over the State Fire Marshall. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement the day and 
year first written above. 

Witnessed: 

DIVISION 

APPROVED: 

ay[c/#/td By,{~a/J_ 
Richard A. Webb, Supervising 
Construction Projects 
Administrator, Code 2nforcement 
Seccion, Division of Building 
Construction, Department of 
Management Services, State of 
Florida 

/.: e:: e:- (e,,. ( oy.lJ i::_1-c; -t- I; b-(7 . 
. :;.s Witnessed: APPROVED: 

, • I l' (
.-) ., -·-·1 ') i 

By . -~ c-{ ./li.(~.'¤··, ... ·r-· 

3y _________________ _ 
.:1.t torney, 

?SR-DELA. 'i.'P 



IIO!<>RARDUAt-. 
FROM 

DnfJSION OF PLANNIN& 

To: Historic Preservation Board 

Date: October 26, 1995 

From: Gloria M. Sajgo (j!tl 
Principal Planner 

RE: NOVEMBER 9, 1995 HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD MEETING 

The Lee County Historic Preservation Board will meet ori. Thursday, November 9, 1995, 
at 4:00 p .m. in the East Room of the restored Old Lee County Courthouse, 2nd floor, in 
downtown Fort Myers. 

AGENDA 

I. Call to Order -- 4:00 p.m. 

II. Review of Affidavit of Publication 

III. Approval of Minutes for October 5, 1995 

IV. Public Hearing on Historic Designation(s) 
A. HD (Individual) 95-10-01, Buckingham Store (Buckingham) 

V. Public Hearing on Special Certificates of Appropriateness (SCA) 
A. SCA 95-11-01, Sears (Matlacha) 
B. SCA 95-11-02, DiCarlo (Boca Grande) 
C. SCA 95-11-03, Amory Memorial Chapel (Boca Grande) 
D. SCA 95-11-04, First Baptist Church (Boca Grande) 

VI. Presentation of Topics by Board Members 

VII. Presentation of Topics by Staff 

VIII. Future Meetings and Adjournment 

For further information, please contact the Lee County Planning Division at (941) 
339-6206 or (941) 339-6200. 

,1 
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Sickle Cell J}frby 
Contest and Modeling 
Show Praised By 
Audience 

. A bevy of vivacious and beautiful 
models with professional charm and 
carriage were slightly up-staged by 
four beautiful babies and their parents 
as they burped and slept through the 
main event of the evening at the Delta 
Development Center· Sunday evening. 
· Vivian Hill, president of the Lee 

County Sickle Cell Association 
sponsored the event as part of a 
fund-raising ventures to help defray 
expenses for community education and 
public relation effort to promote 
programs combatting the sickie cell 
disease and its effect on 
African-Americans, Mrs. Shelia Moore 
served as the host and moderator of 
the program. More than ten models, 
male _and female participated in the 
evening affair. 

J st place winner. Lester Denson III; parents Lester Denson Jr. and Pamela 

Baby Contest Winners: * 4th place - Jamal Hodges, parents, 
* J st place. :-Lester Denson III, parents, Crystal Lyons and Grandmother, Ms. Lyons. 

Lester Denson Sr. and Pamela Goldsmith. Thank you to all who as.sisted in making 
* 2nd place •· Jerrica Williams, parents, this event successful. . 

Marsh(l/[.& Jacquie. Williams. Shelia Moore, excelled as Master of 
*3rd-place - Deja Williams, parent, Ceremony. 

AudriaMaybin,grandparent 
Thoma., Winn Jr. and Mary Winn. Continued on page 3 

Black 9hurch' s Heritage Remembered in Boca Grande 
On April 4, 1997, the last 

remaining Black structure known as 
the "Armory Chapel" was rededicated 
into a community facility. Blacks in 
Lee County are very thankful to the 
Boca Grande Woman's Club who first 
thought the vacant church facility . 
could be used into a community faciltiy 
instead of demolishing it and turning it 
into bathrooms. Blacks are grateful 
because the history of the church will 
remain alive by remembering the days 
when it was used by Black Baptist and 
Methodist congregirtions. 

Boca Grande bas been the craddle 
of a strong legacy in, Black history. 
During the early~l900's, Boca Grande 
was settled by expert fisherman 
builders and their.families who were 
engaged in Domestic )!Ork. Mae Ola 
Nickson of Fort Myers, was the _ -

. principal and educator of a one room 
school for s_tudents. Ber mother 
Angelita Swain•Ge·!~eeded her 
as a a teacher. Her was a former 
minister of this historic church.· -

·-·Former cluf.rchfor Black restored in Boca Grande. Nina Rogers, historian attended the 
education ceremony. 

11SJRENGTH THR:U ·UNITY11 

------···-~~-- , ···-
:,._. ·-··>~·~ ,· - ·; - .. 
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Coping 
By Dr. Charles Faulkner -

The Causes on 
Males on Female 
Violence 

Dear Dr. Faulkner: 

In a recent column you implied 
that all cases of wife-beating are not 
the fault of the males invo,ved. Are you --
attempting to justify a male's physical 
assault on a woman? 

Mrs. R.: 
When a woman is assaulted during 

her relationship with her mate, it is not 
usually a sudden, unforseen explosion. 
There are many signs over a long 
period of time that indicate the 
approach of an emotional or physical 
breaking point and the possibility of 
violence. Constant anger and 
continuous argument, followed by 
abnormal silence, suggest that the 
individual is attempting to cope with 
the mountain of turmoil within. These 
signs must be acknowledged and dealt 
with. Only a foolish person goes into an 
intimate relationship without having 
innvestigated the emotional security of 
their potential partner. 

1 certainly do not approve of any 
person assualting another. Our men 
have a responsibility to respect our 
women. If a man feels intimidated or 
threatened by his lady, he should , 
communicate this feeling to her and 
seek the aid of a third party to solve 
the -problem. 

• Black males today are in a 
depressed state, financially and 
p~ychologically, and the pressures are 
greater upon him than ever before. 
Some males are time bombs with a 
short fuse, 'ready to explode at any 
time. If a male lacks coping abilities, he 
is likely to attack the person closest to 
him, at the slightest provocation. His 
wife, girlfriend, or family tend to be 
closer to him during his time of 
desperation. 

Violence by the male in a_ 
relationship is usually an attempt to _ 
rescue his lost self-tsteem or lost 
manhood. His lady _should at first hell) _ 

. , 

·, ~: ;-~: -~~'.-~,J- ·~.~· 

-resol~e- problems ·iii tlie relationship• 
with reasoning, understanding and 
compassion. If this does not wor~ sh~. 
should seek outside advice or slowly 
distance herself from the affair. 
Constant critism of the mate chips 
away at his sense of manhood, bit by 
bit, until his tolerance is exhausted. 
Violence is sometimes the unfortunate 
result. 

Violence is reaffmnation of 
enormous problems. It is also a 
reflection of the obvious troubles 
confronting the relationship of Black 
males and females. Violence is both 
unacceptable and avoidable. However, 
until social pressures are toned down 
and respect between the sexes 
increased, it is likely to continue. 

Write to Dr. Faulkner at: 5722 
Green Street, Suite 302, Philadelphia, 
PA, 19144. 

(The views expressed in this column 
do not necessarily reflect those of this 
publication.) 

A Moment In African 
American History 

By Nadine Lewis 

Can you name the first African American · 
· ever to be directly elected to all three 
branches of government-the legislative, the 
executive and the judicial? 

Carl B. Stokes was elected to the Ohio 
House of Representatives, h1' the legislative 
branch in 1962. In 1967, he was elected to the 
executive branch as Mayor ,,f Cleveland Ohio, 
and was elected to the judicial branch as 
judge of Ohio's largest court, Cleveland 
Municipal Court in 1983. 

Perhaps one of the most consist~mt 
trailblazers in American politics, Stokes has 
served this country in many-ways. He was a 
U.S. army veteran, an assistant Cleveland city 
attorney, and state legislator before wi111ning 
Cleveland's mayoral contest in 1967. lllis 
impressive lists of African American "first" -
includes: First African American ever elected 
mayor of a major city, "first" African 
American democrat to be elected to the Ohio 
General Assembly, "first" African American 
to hold the office of President-elect of the 
National League of Cities, and the "first" 
African American;tttDr.ney to serve as general 
counsel to a major American labor union, the 
Unite() Auto. Workers. 

Once a hjgh school drop-out, Carl Stokes 

The_ 
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went back to complete high schooli andithen 
went on to receive a Bachelor of Science in 
Law (B.S.L.) in 1954; and a Doctor- otL~w 
(LL.D.) in 1956. He also received_ honora,ry 
doctorate degrees from t 4 colleges and · 
universities and bas, been a visiting lecturer at· 
universities across the United States and 
Europe. 

Stokes, who when he became Cleveland's 
mayor became mayor of the eighth largest city 
in the United States, is a bona fide ''hometown 
boy makes good" story. He rose through the 
political ranks to become mayor of the city in 
which he was born and raised, and which he 
loved. He was also senior partner in the law 
firm of Stokes and Green; and was an WNBC 
news anchorman. His final service to his 
country-was as United States Ambassador to _ 
the Republic of Seychelles. 

'.A 

Upon the untimely death of Carl Stokes 
last year, U.S. Congressman Louis Stokes said, 
''above all, my brother was proudest of the fact 
that he was the first Black American to 
acquire the political power to break down 
barriers and open unprecedented 
opportunities for minorities." Rep. Stokes 
added that his brother, the great grandson of a 
slave, was an inspiration to African American 
everywhere. "Be has left a legacy that will 
always be remembered," the Congressman 
added. , 

Carl B. Stokes shares A Moment in African 
American History. 

· For inore information about Black History 
and Culture, write to: Nadine L Lewis * P.O. 
Box 2286 * Columbus Ohio 43716 

I~ 
COUNTY 

Public Notice -

The public is hereby advised that 
pursuant to HUD Consolidated Plan Citizen 
Participation and Consultation Plan, Lee 
County is submitting to HUD for its records 
on/or about May 9, 1997 after a public 
meeting before the Board of County 
Commissioners on/or about May 7, 1997 the 
following amendements: 

1. CDBG Year 7, B-96-UC-12-0013, 
Project ID #23, Juvenile <::ommitment 
Facility. This project is being reduced by 
$42,630 to $117,370. It will ultimately be 
reduced to $0 once the uses for the remainin 
$117,370 are finalized. The $42,630 will 
transferred to the project listed below. 

2. CDBGYear7, B-96-JJC-12-0013, 
_ Project 11) #4, Dunbar Public Intrastructur 
Project. The $42,630 is being transferred to 
this activity to facilitate the construction of 
the above sidewalks. 

Comments and questions should be 
directed to the Planning staff at the 
Department of Human Services, Communi 
lnlprovement Office at (941) 656-7930, 83 
Pondella, Road, Suite H!,:North Fort Myer: 
Florida. 

DS/ae962 

:PO#7018'.78 



Page12 BOCA BEACON· April 11, 1997 

Community Church at 
south end re-dedicated 
and begins new era 
By MARILYN HOECKEL 

The Comm(.!nity Church at the 
south end of Gasparilla Island, which 
.served the black community of Boca 
Grande for nearly 25 years as a 
place of worship, and which then sat 
empty alid forlorn for 16 years, has 
received a new lease on life. 

Although the little cinder block 
building will no longer serve the com-
munity as a church, It has been reno-
vated and was formally re-dedicated 
as the "Community Church" last 
Friday evening. Nearly 70 islanders 
attended the ceremony, which could 
not have.been more appropriate or 
heartwarming. 

The Rev. Jaynie Nell Hickman of 
the Boca Grande Unit(:ld Methodist 
Church played the organ which her 
church donated to the building, while 
folks enjoyed hors d'oeuvres and 
punch provided by the Gasparilla 
Island Conservation and 
Improvement Association, which 
spearheaded the renovation .. 

Pansy Cost, our town librarian and • 
local historian, gave a short talk on 
how the church came to be in the first 
place. The various organizations 
which contributed to the renovation 
effor:t were recognized; and the sim-
ple ceremony ended with a prayer by 
Thomas Philpot, who was a deacon 
in the Community Church when it 
served ihe people who lived at 
Tarpon Pass Estates and who 
referred to himself as possibly the 
"oldest surviving member of the 

church." . 
The ·total cost of renovating the 

Community Church was $64,345. 
Funding Was provided by the GICIA, 
the Boca Grande Woman's Club, Lee 
County's Historic Preservation Board 
and Th·e Venice Foundation. SIPS 
(Barrier· Island Parks· Society) provid-
ed the labor to landscape the 
grounds of the church with sea oats, 
and E!,~9a Bay donated coco plums 
which '-Vere planted on the east and 
north sides of the building. 

The building will serve as a meet• 
ing place for the community. It will be 
managed and maintained by the 
Florida.park Service's Barrier Islands 
GEO Park, which has its headquar-
ters in the nearby Boca Grande 
Lighthouse. lr;idividuals or or11aniza-
tions wishing to use it should contact 
park staff.at 964-0375. 

The ,original brass plaque which 
has been on the churcf) since it was 
built for the black community of Boca 
Grande in 1959 has been polished 
and once again occupies a place of 
honor next to the front door. It reads: 
"Community Church erected to the 
Glory of God by Roger and Louise 
Amory, 1959." 

Surely the Amorys and all the folks 
whose church this was for so many 
years would be happy to know that 
the building has been preserved and 
has entered. a new phase of useful-
ness to the community of Boca 
Grande. Hopefully it will do _so for 
many years to come. 

Photos by 
Dusty and Marilyn 

Pansy Cost, our town's librarian, gave a little talk on the church's history. 

Ken Burch (left) and Chauncey Goss on the dune walkover near the church. 
Ken and his brother Randy, of Burch Building Contracting, renovated the old 
chapel. G.oss is director of the GICIA, which was in charge of the project. 

The Rev. Jaynie Nell Hickman played the organ. 

Thomas Philpot, former deacon of 
the Community Church, offered a few 
reminiscences and a prayer. 

Barrier Islands GEO Parle District Manager Mike Murphy 
(right) came from Osprey to attend the ceremony. At left is 
GEO Park Manager Reggie Norman. 

Nina Denson Rogers (right), of Lee County Black History 
Inc., and Gloria Sajgo of the Lee Co.unty Historic 
Preservation Board, came from Fort Myers for the re-dedi-
cation. 

The BUYER'S BROKER 
of Boca Grande, Inc. 

375 PARK AVE. 
P.O. BOX 1769 

BOCA GRANDE, FL 33921 
PETER SIBGLAFF 
ZEKE SIBGLAFF 

. Ph: (941) 964-1414 
Fax: (!?41) 964-1500 

We represent only Buyers. Our job is 
to help Buyers obtain the· best terms. [B 

LET US HELP YOU PURCHASE REAL ESTATE. 

HUDSON'S GROCERY 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p,m. 

---

964-2621 
PARK AVE., BOCA GRANDE 



.-.
.:.

.::
._

 

·>.
: 

Pa
ge

-1,
_1

_ 
: 

· .
. 

·B
()C

AJ
!E

A.
CO

N
 -1

Je
ce

"!
~~

27
, 1

9{
}6

 _._ 

~A
.;.'

{ l
N

~
v,

E
W

 
. ·c

on
tin

u~
g,

fro
m

 pq
,g

e.1
3.

 _
, ..

 ----
~

-
-
-
-
-
-
~

-
....

.. .
;..

..;
__

..;
...

...
;._

.,.
...

_,
;..

.._
.;.

.. _
_

 ..;
_.

...
,;.

;_
.;_

 _
_

_
 

0 
J&

"e
b.2

3 
, 

.. 
, 

c• 
C

:a
ro

ly
n•

P
ra

ffo
f 

·_-•
 V

et
er

ar
r t

ar
po

n:
an

gl
er

. D
ix

ie
 

·-. 
-M

a~
sa

ch
us

eU
s 

die
is 

as 
H

ol
lin

s 
_a

nn
ou

nc
es

 th
at

 h
e 

r,iO
 spo

n~
 • 

--
a 

r~
su

_lt
,:o

tJ1
!:i~

d"
 in

ju
ril:

is 
_ 

so
r 

tW
o _

_ l:>
ra

nd
 ne

w 
ta

rp
on

 t
oi

:im
a-

· 
.s.

us
ta

i!:J
~_

cF
lil 

a
n

a
cc

i,;
t 

-_
m

e_
nt

sJ
n:

Bo
ca

G
ra

nd
e 

•P
as

si
nA

lie
· 

· c
tE

fot
 .

ion
,_•

. t
he

 .
B0

:c
ir<

-
sp

rin
g,

,>
 ,"

[h
e¥

{-.
IL

,~
!>

,e
. 

ca
lle

d 
.-t

he
 

_ _
 G

_f
ar

ide
 B

ik
e 

·P
~t

h 
.o

n,
;: 

_ 
H

ol
tlr

i~
~q

q 
•T

i!l
i'f

or
iT

ou
rn

a:
m

ei
its

 -<
· .,

Fe
b,

.1
7.

$h
ew

as
·5

7:
__

 
_ 

.~[!
~11

~~~
t> if

~ti;
,~: 

ev
~r

. l
n'

ap
·e

ffo
rrt

p,
he

Jp
.a

lle
via

te
 co

n~
~ 

. 
· g

es
tio

r)"
. p

rq
bl

ei
ns

; _
tfi~

: G
IC

IA
/\o

/'h
rc

h.
 

ha
s:

bl
!i_

lt_
an

d 
in

ai
r')

ta
in

s7
5 

pa
r'R

irig
, 

sp
ac

ei~
.a

lor
ig-

Ea
st

.in
d 

W
es

tR
ai

lro
ad

·-
Av

en
l!e

s;
:a

s~
s•

 is
la

nd
re

si
de

pt
s:

'b
µs

i:•
: 

~~
lf!f

~~
11;

 
• 

Th
e 

ee
ac

9r
i r

e_
ini

pd
s 

pe
op

le
/in

 
· ·

 
th

e 
wa

ke
 o

f t
he

 a
cc

id
en

tth
at

 h
as

·:1
efi

 . 
· ·

 
. 

-
. 

. .
 

. 
'si

~y
ea

r~
ol

d 
Ca

rc
ily

n 
Pr

at
t, 

a 
fir

sH
in

ie
i 

_C
:o

nt
in

ue
do

n_
pa

~e
f5

 
vi

si
to

r 
to

 B
oc

a 
G

ra
nd

e·
 ,i

n
 a 

co
ina

. 
.. 

th
~t

 it
 is

 F
lo

rid
a 

la
w

. {
ba

t b
ic

yc
le

~ 
.• 

mu
st_

 b
e 

eq
ui

pp
ed

 w
ith

_ 
lig

ht
s 

fro
nt 

ar
id

 b
ac

ld
f_

 th
e

f a
re

:o
pe

·ra
tln

g 
at

. 
niQ

ht
.· 

Th
e.

 G
as

pa
ri/

la
 ls

l~
n

d
, 

C
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
a'

nd
(.

 
lm

p
to

 v
e

 m
 e·n

 t 
---

As
so

cia
tio

n 
sp

ea
rh

ea
d-

-e
d .

an
 e

ffo
rt.

to
re

nd
Va

te
 

.. t
flF

;J 
ol

d 
C

om
_m

un
ity

· 
. 

. 
_ _

 
.. 

_ _
 

, 
·c

hu
rc

h 
at

 th
e: 

$0
U

th
' 

•.
 T

h_
e 

U
,$

. _
 Ar

m
y 

C
or

ps
 

of
 

en
d 

of
 th

e 
is

/a
nd

, T
he

 .
 1 

·-M
AR

CH
 

·-·M
ar

ch
i 

En
g.

ine
er

s 
re

us
 th

_e
 B

ea
co

n 
th

at
 th

er
e 

ch
ur

ch
;to

rm
er

lj,
 k

no
wn

' ·
 . 

wi
ll 

be
 n

o 
dr

ed
gi

ng
 o

f t
he

 C
ha

rlo
:tt

e 
..• 

as
. t

he
 S

hi
lo

n}
;)a

pt
is

t 
· 

. H
ar

bo
r 

Na
_v

.ig
ati

o1
1 

C
ha

nn
el

 (E
io

ca
 ·

 
C

hi
.m

;h
 w

he
n 

'it
 w

as
 

,G
ra

nd
e 

Pa
ss

) 
in

19
96

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f a

 )
oc

at
ed

 in
 d

or
in

to
w

n<
_ 

'fu
nd

in
g 

sh
or

ta
ge

. 
Dr

ed
gi

ng
 w

as
 la

st
 -

· 
Bo

ca
 G

ta
nd

e,
 1

s. 
sh

ow
n 

· 
do

ne
 i

n 
19

93
; a

n_
d 

th
e·

pr
oi

ec
t 

ha
s 

be
fo

re
. 

re
no

va
tio

n 
al

re
ad

y 
.b

ee
n 

Po
s_

tp
.o

he
d 

tw
ic

ei
 

(a
P.

ov
e)

. 
.a

n
d

' <
Jf

l-,
 

Ha
rb

o~
 p

ilo
ts

 s
ay

th
e 

siJ
ua

tio
n,

is 
.g

et
-

N
ov

em
be

r, 
af

te
.r 

fh
e 

tin
g 

<la
ng

¢r
ou

s. 
be

ca
us

e 
of

,th
.e

"s
ha

l~
 

.p
ro

je
cf

w
as

 w
el

t u
nd

er
 . 

!ow
 de

pt
h 

ot
th

e 
ch

a~
rie

L 
. 

· w
ay

. 
-

. =
 

.,_:,_
.~~ ..

. ,.,,·,
..,;,:

~~.,
,,: .. i~

:..:~
,:.:.:

..~:
~:.f

,{i~
 



DSNL **** LEE PROPERTY APPRAISER (NAME-ADDRESS-LEGAL) **** 

STRAP: 26 43 20 00 00009 0020 
TIITF/DNR REC+ PARKS 

C/O DNR DOUGLAS BLDG 
TALLAHASSEE 
FL HWDWXA 
32399 N/R: 000040 

***VALUES*** *** EX VALUES*** 
JUST: 64,780 AG.: 0 
ASSD: 64,780 HX.: 0 
TXBL: 0 WID: 0 
BLDG: 6,830 DIS: 0 
LAND: 57, 950 WLY: 64,780 
NCST: 0 ENG: 0 
PVAL: 68,450 WDR: 0 
SOH : 0 DIFF: 0 
SITE: 990 BELCHER RD 

PARCEL IN HISTORICAL DIST 
DOR ... : 82 FOREST, PARKS REC 
LOC ... : LEE COUNTY UNINCORPORATED 
LEGALl: PARLIN SE 1/4 SEC 26 
LEGAL2: TWP 43 R 20 DESC IN 
LEGAL3: OR 1897 PG 1186 

UNIT MEAS.: 
1ST TAX YR: 
YR SPLIT .. : 
YR CREATED: 
ENERGY CD.: 
ENERGY YR.: 
APRVED BY.: 
TAX AUTH .. : 
PRIOR DOR.: 
PRIOR STRP: 

33921 

SF 

00 
00 

31 
005 

71 

#UNITS .. : 
FRONTAGE: 
DEPTH ... : 
E/I NUM.: 
S/D VAL.: 
S/D CODE: 
DSC ..... : 
ZONING .. : 
PEND .... : 

11590.00 
0 
0 

00000 
.00 

# SALE PRICE D.O.S. BOOK PAGE TC VI PAGE: 00015 
830 

MAINT DATE 
07/23/93 1: 100 03/88 1983 0684 01 I LINE: 

2: 100 01/87 1897 1186 01 I 
NBHD CODE: 09-109-0.00 ** ** 
Fl=NEXT F2=PREV F4=MAF F7=NAME F8=ADDR F9=CONDO F12=TRIM 



LEE COUNTY 
SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS NO. .5 c/rf.J-//-- '"J 

I I Contributing I Non-Contributing / Individual Designation I I Not Historical 

~PROVED:. Certified By: 

Date Certified B 
__ DENIED: For the reasons outlined below: 

Section Ten of Lee County Ordinance 88-62, as amended, states: 

SECTION TEN: APPEALS 

Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board by filing a written notice of 
appeal within fifteen (15) days of the date the Board's written decision is rendered. The.notice 
of appeal shall be filed with the Hearing Examiner and a copy provided to the Historic 
Preservation Board staff which shall state the decision being appealed, the·grounds for the 
appeal, and a summary of the relief sought by the aggrieved party. 

Appeals shall otherwise be pursued using the procedures set forth in §900.02.A., "Appeals 
from Administrative Matters," of the Lee County Zoning Ordinance Number 86-17, as amended, 
or as may be further amended or replaced from time to time, and in accordance with Lee County 
Administrative Codes adopted to implement the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

Page 2 of 2 

I 



Post-it®eLabel 006 080 107 

111111111111111 I IIII I IIII II II 
NOTICE OF DECISION 

ON 
SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS NO. S°{ /J f S-- //--o:3 

Contributing J .. 

Non-Contributing X Individual Designation Not Historical 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on //- f- 9 J- the Lee County Historic Preservation 
Board voted to: 

/ 

A copy of this notice, the Special Certificate of Appropriateness (and other documents if 
appropriate) ___________________________ _ 

have been furnished to the following persons: 

Page 1 of 2 



Florida Site File No. --------

6c// 95-11- 03 

LEE COUNTY 

COA NO. -,----,-~-
DESIGNATION NO.ftf)95-o3-o/ 

DATE FILED: -----DA TE ISSUED: ___ _ 
APPROVED -----DENIED ___ _ 

SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
APPLICATION 

1-Contributing II il _ I; No~'-Contiibl;lting;j :I 4rtdividual Designation; · = • -· I NotBistorical · I 
Name of Project /l@tl/'?/ ~l?J~//~/ C~e/ 
Location: '(90 &i4e,,. Za/ Jo~ &a~ 
Strap No.: 26-Y3· 2.o-C?CJ-()000 ,. t:?020 
Name of Applicant or Agent: __ G_-_z-__ C_I __ A ___________________ _ 
Address: ? 0, 3ox f/Y h 
City /State: 3o u:<. Gr~ nk Zip: 331'2/ Phone:J/3 j5f 26'6'7 , 

Name of Historic District, if applicable, check all that apply: _ 

_L Building 

Archaeological Site 

Object 

Landscape Feature 

Project Description: (describe all work proposed) 

Type of Work: Alteration /Demolition 

/ Reconstruction 

Narrative: ~mo/{ o,n o AtJ/? _/4,:,-;io· 

New Construction 

,recom~vc~'on,,.. rt"htr( ~~•/;;. /,,~ cht/r~ 

Does this use require a variance, special permit, or special exception under the Zoning Ordinance? • yes 

If yes, explain:---------------~--------'------'-------

' \: 



-2-

Has a development order or exemption been applied for prior to or concurrent with this application? If yes, give 
the development order number or the exemption number and date of application. 

4 

(g:\hpb\sca.frm) 

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 

Full plans and specifications (9 sets of plans, 1 set of specifications). 
Site plan (2). 
Samples of materials if needed to fully describe the proposed appearance, color, texture, materials 

· or design of the building(s), structure(s) and any outbuilding, wall, courtyard, fence, landscape 
feature, paving, storage or exterior lighting. 
Adequate information to enable the Historic Preservation Board to visualize the effect of the proposed 
action or adjacent buildings and streetscape within a historic district. 
Demolition applications only: Provide plans for the reuse of the property . 

. Moving applications only: Provide reasons for the proposed move, and a description of the new 
location and setting. 
Archaeological sites: Full plans and specifications indicating areas of work that might affect the , 
surface and subsurface of the archaeological site or sites. 
Proposed mitigation measures. 
Archaeological surveys, if required by the Historic Preservation Board, including disturbance of 
human burials. 
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