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NOTICE OF ACTION ON PETITION TO
DESIGNATE A HISTORIC RESOURCE 3764423

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on April 6, 1995, the Lee County Hlstorlc
Preservation Board voted to:

X_ Approve
—  Approve with conditions stated below
Deny

A Petition to Designate the individual historic resource described below as:

Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Chapel)
(HD Individual 95-03-01)

The designation is subject to the following conditions (if any):

NONE.
L] .
< This historic resource is described as follows:
U%J Address: 990 Belcher Road, Boca Grande, FL. 33921
i STRAP No.: 26-43-20-00-00009.0020
& Legal Description: See Attachment A

A copy of the Resolution regarding this petition is attached and will be recorded in
the public records of Lee County, Florida.

I HEREBY. certify that a copy of this notice and the accompanymg resolution has been
furnished to the following persons or entities:

DEP Division of Parks & Recreation - P
Mary Gibbs--Director, Department of Community Development

Bob Stewart--Director, Division of Codes & Building Services .
Charlie Green--Clerk of Court

George Crawford--Director, DOT
Ken Wilkinson--Property Appraiser

N,

Signature of Historic Preservation Board Chair
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Designation No. HD Individual 95-03-01
Florida Site File No. 8L1.00968

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING
HISTORIC RESOURCE (HD Individual 95-03-01)

WHEREAS, the Lee County Historic Preservation Board is authorized by Lee County
Land Development Code (LDC), Chapter 22, Historic Preservation, to consider requests
to designate archaeological resources and buildings, and structures and sites and districts
as historic resources in order to preserve these resources from uncontrolled alteration or

destruction; and

WHEREAS, a requeét has been filed to designate this resource located at 990 Belcher
Road, Boca Grande, unincorporated Lee County, Florida, as a historic resource; and

WHEREAS, a designation report meeting the requirements of LDC Chapter 22, was
filed with the Board on March 9, 1995; and

WHEREAS, Notice of Intent to designate the Community Church of Boca Grande
(Amory Memorial Chapel) as a historic resource was mailed by certified mail, return
receipt requested, on March 14, 1994, to TIITF/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation, c/o

DEP Douglas Building, 3900 Q;Qmmgnwealth Boulevard, MS500, Tallahassee, FI, 32399-
3000. ITTE/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation is the property owner.

WHEREAS, Notice of Intent to designate was advertised on March 30, 1995 for a
public hearing on April 6, 1995.

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the Community Church of Boca Grande
meets the criteria for designation set forth in LDC Chapter 22.

' NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEE COUNTY HISTORIC
PRESERVATION BOARD THAT:

1. The Lee County Historic Preservation Board approves the petition to designate,

as a historic resource, the Community Church of Boca Grande -- HD Individual

95-03-01.

2.  All provisions of the Lee County Land Development Code, Chapter 22, as may
be hereafter amended, renumbered or replaced, applicable to a designated

historic resource shall apply to this property (Community Church of Boca
Grande — HD Individual 95-03-01).

3. This Resolution shall be recorded in the Public Records of Lee County, Florida
within twenty-five (25) days of the date the Resolution is signed, unless a
timely appeal of the Board's decision as reflected in this Resolution, is filed.
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Resolution Designating Historic Resource HD Individual 95-03-01

The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Lee County Historic Preservation
Board upon a motion by Kevin Williams, and seconded by Chauncey Goss, and, upon
being put to a vote, the result was as follows:

Toni Ferrell AYE
Chauncey Goss AYE
Annette Guilfoyle ABSENT
Linda Sickler Robiﬁson ABSENT
Eugene Schmitt AYE
Mercedes Vergne ABSENT

Kevin Williams AYE

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this _6th day of Aprﬂ . A.D., 1995.

LEE COUNTY

ATTEST:

-y 2 ///f;‘ﬂ

A;'élerk for Ale Le& County

Historic Preservation Board -

Approved as to form by:

County - tton‘(ey s Office

(g:\hpb\petition\bgchurch.pet)

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD

Ty zzﬂw/

Chairman

DATE: 24 A;pn'/ 75
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ATTACHMENT A

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
for
26-43-20-00-00009.0020

Commence at the southeast corner of Lot 36, Unit No. 1, GOLDEN BEACH SUBDIVISION,
as recorded in Plat Book 10, pages 60 and 61, public records of Lee County, Florida; thence
North 89°52'00" East along south line of said Unit No. 1, 75 feet; thence South 00°08' East,
1543.18 feet; thence South 89°43'20" East, 1017.39 feet; thence South 00°16'40" West, 165
feet; thence North 89°43'20" West, 587.88 feet along said south line of County Road as
accepted by the Board of County Commissioners, as recorded in their Minute Book No. §,
page 298, this being the Northwest corner of tract, as conveyed by the Boca Grande Hotel,
Inc., to the Florida Power and Light Company, as described in Deed Book 273, pages 236
and 237, dated July 5, 1957; thence North 8§9°43'20" West 15 feetto a poiﬁt; thence South
0°39" West 400 feet to point of beginning; continue thence South 0°39' West, 95 feet to a
poin’é; run thence North 89°4320" West, 122 feet to a point; thence run North 0°39" West,
95 feet to a point; thence run South 89°43'20" East to the point of beginning. All lying and

being Government Lot No. 3, Section 26, Township 43 South, Range 20 East, Lee County,
Florida.
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NOTICE OF ACTION ON PETITION TO
DESIGNATE A HISTORIC RESOURCE 3764423

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on April 6, 1995, the Lee County Historic
Preservation Board voted to:

X Approve
Approve with conditions stated below
Deny

A Petition to Designate the individual historic resource described below as:

Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Chapel)
(HD Individual 95-03-01)

The designation is subject to the following conditions (if any):

NONE.

Diilss, '@

This historic resource is described as follows:

Address: 990 Belcher Road, Boca Grande, FL. 33921
STRAP No.: 26-43-20-00-00009.0020
Legal Description: See Attachment A

_ CHARLIE GREEN, CLERK &

RIFIED
&BY: G. SHERWOOD,

RECORD VERI
\

A copy of the Resolution regarding this petition is attached and will be recorded in
the public records of Lee County, Florida.

I HEREBY certify that a copy of this notice and the accompanying resolution has been
furnished to the following persons or entities:

TTITE/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation -- Property Owner
Mary Gibbs--Director, Department of Community Development
Bob Stewart--Director, Division of Codes & Building Services .
Charlie Green--Clerk of Court

George Crawford--Director, DOT

Ken Wilkinson--Property Appraiser

i 2o Tt

Signature of Historic Preservation Board Chair
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Designation No. HD Individual 95-03-01
Florida Site File No. 8L.1.00968

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING

HISTORIC RESOURCE (HD Individual 95-03-01)

WHEREAS, the Lee County Historic Preservation Board is authorized by Lee County
Land Development Code (LDC), Chapter 22, Historic Preservation, to consider requests
to designate archaeological resources and buildings, and structures and sites and districts
as historic resources in order to preserve these resources from uncontrolled alteration or

destruction; and

WHEREAS, a request has been filed to designate this resource located at 990 Belcher
Road, Boca Grande, unincorporated Lee County, Florida, as a historic resource; and

WHEREAS, a designation report meeting the requirements of LDC Chapter 22, was
filed with the Board on March 9, 1995; and

WHEREAS, Notice of Intent to designate the Community Church of Boca Grande
(Amory Memorial Chapel) as a historic resource was mailed by certified mail, return
receipt requested, on March 14, 1994, to TIITE/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation, c/o

DEP Douglas Building, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS500, Tallahassee, FI, 32399-
3000. TITF/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation is the property owner.

WHEREAS, Notice of Intent to designate was advertised on March 30, 1995 for a
public hearing on April 6, 1995.

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the Community Church of Boca Grande
meets the criteria for designation set forth in LDC Chapter 22.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEE COUNTY HISTORIC
PRESERVATION BOARD THAT:

1. The Lee County Historic Preservation Board approves the petition to designate,

as a historic resource, the Community Church of Boca Grande -- HD Individual

95-03-01.

2. All provisions of the Lee County Land Development Code, Chapter 22, as may
be hereafter amended, renumbered or replaced, applicable to a designated

historic resource shall apply to this property (Community Church of Boca
Grande -- HD Individual 95-03-01).

3. This Resolution shall be recorded in the Public Records of Lee County, Florida
within twenty-five (25) days of the date the Resolution is signed, unless a
timely appeal of the Board's decision as reflected in this Resolution, is filed.

Page2of3
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Resolution Designating Historic Resource HD Individual 95-03-01

The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Lee County Historic Preservation

Board upon a motion by Kevin Williams, and seconded by Chauncey Goss, and, upon
being put to a vote, the result was as follows:

Toni Ferrell AYE
Chauncey Goss AYE
Annette Guilfoyle ABSENT
Linda Sickler Robinson ABSENT
Eugene Schmitt _AYE
Mercedes Vergne ABSENT
Kevin Williams _AYE

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this _6th day of _April , A.D., 1995.

LEE COUNTY
ATTEST: HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD

BY /"y/yﬂ BY: U}%/%}M

lerk for e Le/ dounty Chairman
H1stor1c Preservation Board

DATE: _ 24 A;pr// 15

Approved as to form by:

/MZ& e M‘*

County Attorr{ey s Office

(g:\hpb\petition\bgchurch.pet)
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CHARLIE GREEN LEE CTY FL
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ATTACHMENT A

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
for
26-43-20-00-00009.0020

Commence at the southeast corner of Lot 36, Unit No. 1, GOLDEN BEACH SUBDIVISION,
as recorded in Plat Book 10, pages 60 and 61, public records of Lee County, Florida; thence
North 89°52'00" East along south line of said Unit No. 1, 75 feet; thence South 00°08' East,
1543.18 feet; thence South 89°43'20" East, 1017.39 feet; thence South 00°16'40" West, 165
feet; thence North 89°43'20" West, 587.88 feet along said south line of County Road as
accepted by the Board of County Commissioners, as recorded in their Minute Book No. 8,
page 298, this being the Northwest corner of tract, as conveyed by the Boca Grande Hotel,
Inc., to the Florida Power and Light Company, as described in Deed Book 273, pages 236

and 237, dated July 5, 1957; thence North 89°43'20" West 15 feet to a point; thence South

0°39' West 400 feet to point of beginning; continue thence South 0°39' West, 95 feet to a
point; run thence North 89°43'20" West, 122 feet to a point; thence run North 0°39' West,
95 feet to a point; thence run South 89°43'20" East to the point of beginning. All lying and

being Government Lot No. 3, Section 26, Township 43 South, Range 20 East, Lee County,
Florida.

Al
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Lee County Designation No. HD 95-03-01
Florida Site File No. 8L.1.00968

LEE COUNTY
DESIGNATION REPORT

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts
pursuant to Lee County Land Development Code, Chapter 22, Historic Preservation.

1. Name of Property
Historic Name: Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Chapel)

Other Names/Site Number: Chapel, south end of Boca Grande / FSF 8L1.00968

2. Location

Street & Number: 990 Belcher Road
City, Town, Zip: Boca Grande, FL 33921
STRAP Number: 26-43-20-00-00009.0020

3. Classification
” " Number of Resources Within Property ’ "

Ownership of Proper Category of Proper w
private building(s) | 1 building(s)
X | public-local X | district ‘ sites
public-state site structure
public-federal strucfure objects
object Total

4 Official Actions
Date of Petition for Designation:
Date the Designation Report was filed with the Historic Preservation Board: March 9, 1995
Date of Historic Preservation Board's written resolution:
Resolution No.: _
Date Designation is recorded:

Initiated by: Lee County
(NOTE: If initiated by owner or owner's agent, attach notarized letter of authorization.)

Other (as available): Variances, Special Exceptions or Rezonings granted pursuant to this application:

5. Designation
_X__ Designated as an individual historic resource.
Designated as an individual archaeological site.
__ Designated as a historic district.
Designated as an archaeological zone.




6. Individual Historic or Archaeological Buildings, Structures or Sites
(pursuant to LDC Chapter 22)

a. A physical description of the building, structure or site and its character-defining features, accompanied
by photographs.

See attachment

Architectural Classification
Frame vernacular

Materials

foundations continuous: concrete block
walls concrete block with wooden gables

roof sheet metal
other bell tower: wooden

Photographs attached: Myes [Ono (black and white glossy, 3x5 or larger)

b. Statement of Significance: A statement of the historical, cultural, architectural, archaeological or other
significance of the building, structure or site as defined by the criteria for designation as established by

LDC Chapter 22.

Applicable Criteria (check all that apply)
Section 22-204(a) _x 1 __2
Section 22-204(b) __ 1 __ 2 __
Section 22-204(c) __.1 __2 ___
Section 22-204(d) _1 __2 ___

Criferia consideration exceptions (check all that apply)
Section22-204(e) _ 1 _ 2 __3_4_5_6

Areas of Significance (enter categories)
cultural

Period of Significance
1950s - post WWII




Significant Dates

Post WWII

Cultural Affiliation
African American

Architect/Builder
Griffin Company - Builder

Significant Person »
Roger Amory - primary benefactor and president of the Johann Fust Community Library who spearheaded efforts to

have the church built.

State significance of property and justify criteria considerations and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Statement attached: Myes [no

C.

e,

Description of the existing condition of the building, structure or site including any potential threats, or
other circumstances that may affect the integrity of the building, structure or site.

The overall condition of the building is good. Vandalism has been a past and potential threat to the
property.

A statement of rehabilitative or adaptive use proposals.

‘While currently vacant, future plans are underway to rehabilitate the community church. Removal of

the later additions to the building are being considered for the first steps towards rehabilitation.

A location map showing relevant zoning and land use information.

Map attached: Myes [Ino

f.

Staff recommendation concerning the eligibility of the building, structure or site for designation pursuant
to LDC Chapter 22 and a listing of those features of the building, structure or site which require specific

historic preservation.

Staff recommends the Historic Preservation Board designate this property as HD (Individual) 95-03-01 -
Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Chapel)




A physical description of the building, structure or site and its character-defining features, accompanied by
photographs.

ORIGINAL STRUCTURE

- The original Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Chapel) is a one-story concrete block frame

vernacular structure built in the post WWII era of the 1950s at the southern end of Boca Grande. This building
has a front-facing gable and sheet metal gable roof. Each exposed gable end is filled with horizontal wood siding
and a rectangular vent near the peak in addition to finished wood rafters at the gable ends.

While most, if not all, of the openings to the church are currently boarded on the exterior to deter vandalism and
protect the building and appear rectangular in shape, a view of the interior of the building provides a view of
the actual shape of the original openings. All windows on the original structure appear to be 4/2 pointed sash
wood frame windows.

At the western elevation which served as the entrance to the church, there is a small square wood bell-tower
at the peak of the metal roof. The roof of the bell-tower appears to be covered with shingles and supports a cross
at the top. Wood vertical siding fills the gable end above the concrete frame, including a rectangular vent near
the peak (as described above). Two windows symmetrically border each side of the entrance doorway along
the concrete block frame of the building.

Along the northern elevation, there are three window openings and a door near the northeast corner of the
structure. These windows appear to be symmetrically placed in the concrete frame of the building.

The eastern elevation has two original windows and a small shed-roof wood addition (planned to be removed
in a future project). In addition, another shed roof addition projects along the eastern elevation to the south,
providing a door access to the structure from the rear of the building.

Along the southern elevation , it appears that originally there were also three symmetrically placed windows
along the concrete frame, part of which are now covered by the addition. Sometime between the 1960s and '70s,
the cinder block and wood addition was constructed on the south side and acted as a kitchen. (Removal of this

addition is also planned in a future project.)
ADDITIONS

Southern (Side):

The southern addition extends the eastern elevation and covers nearly one-third of the southern elevation.
Perhaps built to match in some ways the existing building , concrete block frame is used approximately two-
thirds above the foundation. Vertical wood siding fills the void between the concrete blocks and the shed roof
which covers the addition. Two window openings are found on the eastern elevation in a symmetrical manner.
Two window openings also appear on the southern elevation of this addition. A door access is found on the
eastern elevation near its conjunction with the main building.

Eastern (Rear):

The small eastern addition consists of a shingle shed roof and wood horizontal siding. There is a window on the
east and two doors, one on the north and one on the south end. This addition served as a bathroom facility and
may have been added on soon after the church was originally built. Two windows on the original building flank

this addition.




6.b.

Statement of Significance
BOCA GRANDE

The community of Boca Grande, located on Gasparilla Island, has an early history linked to the phosphate
industry. In the 1880s when phosphate rock was discovered on the banks of the Peace River, it was barged down
river to Boca Grande and loaded onto schooners. This led to the placement of a lighthouse in 1890 on the
southern tip of Gasparilla Island. As early as January of 1897, Albert Gilchrist (later governor of Florida in 1909)
filed a plat in the south central part of Gasparilla Island.

Charlotte Harbor and Northern Railroad was completed in 1907 by the American Agricultural Chemical
Company in order to more efficiently transport the phosphate to the port. Later, it was known as the Seaboard
Coastline Railroad.

By 1909, the Gasparilla Inn, a resort hotel, was built. Already famous to sportsmen for tarpon fishing, by the
1920s, game fishing and tourism led to much of the development of Boca Grande during that time. An army
of temporary residents in Boca Grande developed a demand for inexpensive labor. And it is within Boca Grande
that a small Black community first developed.

Generally, that area beginning at the corner of First Street and Palm Avenue moving east to Tarpon Avenue (as_
it would logically extend) and north to Waterway Avenue, west to Palm Avenue, and south to the corner of First
Street and Palm Avenue is where most Blacks in Boca Grande resided. This community consisted of blue-collar
laborers serving as servants, maids, gardeners, and other tourist-related employment as well as providing a labor

force for the railway.

During the late 1950s, the real estate company owned most of the property where the Black community on Boca
Grande was located as described above. Demolition of residences and structures which had housed the Black
community was undertaken in order for the owning real estate company to prepare for sale and development

of the land.

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOCA GRANDE (AMORY MEMORIAT, CHAPEL)

Mr. George Weymouth realized that these people would have no place to live and purchased land at the
southern end of the island and developed what became known as "Tarpon Pass Estates." In 1959, Mr. Roger
Amory asked Tarpon Pass Estates project manager, Mr. Homer Addison, to purchase land in the vicinity of the
development in order that the Baptist Church located downtown could be moved to a location nearer the
congregation. Although Mr. Addison purchased land in the vicinity of the development for movement of the
church, the church was demolished at its downtown site.

Mr. Amory moved forward through an arrangement with Griffin Company to build a shell of a community
church 50 feet x 24 feet with a concrete floor, concrete block, and a metal roof at his own expense. Mr. Amory
hoped that this new building would be furnished and maintained by the Methodist and Baptist congregations.
He then transferred ownership to the Johann Fust Community Library (of which he was the primary benefactor
and President) to rent the new structure to the congregation for $1 per year.

During the 1960s and '70s, the eastern and southern additions appear to have been added to the church building
and its use as a community church continued. Unfortunately, the Tarpon Pass Estates development was
constructed on low land which is prone to flooding. The "No Name Storm" of 1982 acted as a catalyst to the .
eviction of residents in 1983 from the Tarpon Pass Estates Development.

By 1986, the Gasparilla Island Community Improvement Association had been deeded the property which had
comprised the Tarpon Pass Estates as well as the church with the intent that these properties be given to the State
of Florida to augment their adjacently located park. When the deed for the church was formally presented to




the State, windows and doors of the church structure were boarded in order to discourage vandalism and
transient lodging.

No structures remain from the Tarpon Pass Estates Development, leaving the Community Church the last vestige
of African American heritage in Boca Grande. As such, it has significance as an integral part of our heritage not
only as a physical reminder of Boca Grande's past, but also as a monument to the Black minority community who
played an important role in that past.

Plans are under consideration for the rehabilitation of the church. In 1994, the State conducted an asbestos
survey on the church and found the building free of asbestos. In addition, as noted before, the additions on the
east and south sides of the church are planned to be removed. As always, any item designated under Lee County
Land Development Code, Chapter 22, Historic Preservation will be subject to any and all required reviews and

approvals.




HD (Individual) 95-03-01
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOCA GRANDE (Amory Chapel)
STRAP No. 26-43-20-00-00009.0020

Western (front) elelvation of the church

Detail of wood front gable




HD (Individual) 95-03-01
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOCA GRANDE (Amory Chapel)
STRAP No. 26-43-20-00-00009.0020

Close-up of Bell Tower

Southwestern elevation, showing southern addition




HD (Individual) 95-03-01
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOCA GRANDE (Amory Chapel)
STRAP No. 26-43-20-00-00009.0020

Eastern (rear) elevation, showing small shed addition




HD (Individual) 95-03-01
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOCA GRANDE (Amory Chapel)
STRAP No. 26-43-20-00-00009.0020

Close-up of open wood rafters on northern elevation



HD (Individual) 95-03-01
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOCA GRANDE (Amory Chapel)
STRAP No. 26-43-20-00-00009.0020

Detail of interior rafters




HD (Individual) 95-03-01
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOCA GRANDE (Amory Chapel)
STRAP No. 26-43-20-00-00009.0020

Detail from interior of windows



HD (INDIVIDUAL) 95-03-01
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOCA GRANDE
(AMORY CHAPEL)
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MEMORAND
FROM M
DIVISION OF PLANNING

Date: Mavy 23, 1995

To: Jon Davis From: Karen Hutcherson
Property Appraiser's Office Secretary III

RE: HISTORICAL STRAP NUMBERS

Per this memorandum, please add the following STRAP number(s) to the Property
Appraiser's Information Screen as "Historical." Your assistance in maintaining these files

is greatly appreciated.
34-43-24-01-00038.0190
26-43-20-00-00009.0020
21-43-27-00-00005.0000

copy: Gloria Sajgo, Principal Planner, Division of Planning
File HD (Individual) 95-02-01
File HD (Individual) 95-03-01
File HD (Individual) 95-03-02

fkdh

(N kb forms\prop_app.mem)



& PO. Box 398
Fort Myers, Florida 33902-0398
(813) 335-2111

COUNTY
(813) 339-6200
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Writer’s Direct Dial Number

s o™ YA CERTIFIED MAIL

Douglas R. St. Cerny

District Two

gﬁg’l:;r;j;}’?”'(‘(‘ April 24, 1995

D e TIITE/DEP Division of Recreation & Parks
John E.. Albion c/o DEP Douglas Building

St Sl 3900 Commmonwealth Blvd., MS500

Donald D. Stilwell  T'allahassee, FL. 32399-3000

County Manager

chi:],ii_\-G,in:f,fffr To Whom It May Concern:

Diana M. Parker

ety &g This letter serves to inform you that the Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory
Memorial Chapel) in Boca Grande (HD Individual 95-03-01) has been designated as
a historic resource by the Lee County Historic Preservation Board on April 6, 1995,
pursuant to Chapter 22, Historic Preservation, of the Lee County Land Development
Code (formerly known as the Lee County Historic Preservation Ordinance 88-62, as

amended).

Please find attached a copy of the Lee County Historic Preservation Board's Notice of
Action on Petition to Designate a Historic Resource and a written resolution approving
the subject designation.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to call me at 339-6206.

Sincerely,-

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

%3 / '
Vi
GLORIA M. SAJGO, AICP, Principal Planner
Division of Planning

copy: Mary Gibbs, Director, Department of Community Development, c/o Pam Houck
Bob Stewart, Director, Division of Codes and Building Services
Charlie Green, Clerk of Court
George Crawford, Director, DOT
Ken Wilkinson, Property Appraiser

9 RECYCLED PAPER AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



NOTICE OF ACTION ON PETITION TO
DESIGNATE A HISTORIC RESOURCE

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on April 6, 1995, the Lee County Historic
Preservation Board voted to: :

X Approve
Approve with conditions stated below
Deny

A Petition to Designate the individual historic resource described below as:

Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory Memorial Chapel)
(HD Individual 95-03-01)

The designation is subject to the following conditions (if any):
NONE.
This historic resource is described as follows:

Address: 990 Belcher Road, Boca Grande, FL 33921
STRAP No.: 26-43-20-00-00009.0020
Legal Description: See AttachmentiA

A copy of the Resolution regarding this I;etition is attached and will be recorded in
the public records of Lee County, Florida.

I HEREBY certify that a copy of this notice and the accompanying resolution has been
furnished to the following persons or entities:

DEP Division of Par Recreation -- Proper wner
Mary Gibbs--Director, Department 6f Community Development
Bob Stewart--Director, Division of Codes & Bulldmg Services .
Charlie Green--Clerk of Court
George Crawford--Director, DOT
Ken Wilkinson--Property Appraiser

i Ly ot

Signature of Historic Preservation Board Chair
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Designation No. HD Individual 95-03-01
Florida Site File No. 8L1.00968

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING

HISTORIC RESOURCE (HD Individual 95-03-01)

WHEREAS, the Lee County Historic Preservation Board is authorized by Lee County
Land Development Code (LDC), Chapter 22, Historic Preservation, to consider requests
to designate archaeological resources and buildings, and structures and sites and districts
as historic resources in order to preserve these resources from uncontrolled alteration or

destruction; and

WHEREAS, a request has been filed to designate this resource located at 990 Belcher
Road, Boca Grande, unincorporated Lee County, Florida, as a historic resource; and

WHEREAS, a designation report meeting the requirements of LDC Chapter 22, was
filed with the Board on March 9, 1995; and

WHEREAS, Notice of Intent to designate the Community Church of Boca Grande
(Amory Memorial Chapel) as a historic resource was mailed by certified mail, return
receipt requested, on March 14, 1994, to TIITE/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation, c¢/o

DEP Douglas Building, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS500, Tallahassee, FI. 32399-
3000. TIITE/DEP Division of Parks & Recreation is the property owner.

. WHEREAS, Notice of Intent to designate was advertised on March 30, 1995 for a
public hearing on April 6, 1995.

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the Community Church of Boca Grande

meets the criteria for designation set forth in LDC Chapter 22.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEE COUNTY HISTORIC
PRESERVATION BOARD THAT: '

1. The Lee County Historic Preservation Board approves the petition to designate,

*as a historic resource, the Community Church of Boca Grande -- HD Individual
95-03-01.

2. All provisions of the Lee County Land Development Code, Chapter 22, as may
be hereafter amended, renumbered or replaced, applicable to a designated

historic resource shall apply to this property (Community Church of Boca
Grande -- HD Individual 95-03-01).

3. This Resolution shall be recorded in the Public Records of Lee County, Florida
within twenty-five (25) days of the date the Resolution is signed, unless a
timely appeal of the Board's decision as reflected in this Resolution, is filed.
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Resolution Designating Historic Resource HD Individual 95-03-01

The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Lee County Historic Preservation

Board upon a motion by Kevin Williams, and seconded by Chauncey Goss, and, upon
being put to a vote, the result was as follows:

Toni Fefrefl AYE

Chauncey Goss AYE
Annette Guilfoyle ABSENT
Linda Sickler Robinson ABSENT
Eugene Schmitt | AYE
Mercedes Vergne ABSENT
Kevin Williams AYE

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this _6th day of _April , A.D., 1995.

: - LEE COUNTY :
ATTEST: o ' HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD
BY: / < 'W’)’ 70 BY: M
Ayélerk for e Le/ éounty Chairman

Historic Preservation Board

DATE: 24 A;pn‘/ 15

Approved as to form by:

A SR~

County Att\gn‘{ey'S Office

(g:\hpb\petition\bgchurch.pet)
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ATTACHMENT A

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
for
26-43-20-00-00009.0020

Commence at the southeast corner of Lot 36, Unit No. 1, GOLDEN BEACH SUBDIVISION,
as recorded in Plat Book 10, pages 60 and 61, public records of Lee County, Florida; thence
North 89°52'00" East along south line of said Unit No. 1, 75 feet; thence South 00°08' East,
1543.18 feet; thence South 89°43'20" East, 1017.39 feet; thence South 00°16'40" West, 165
feet; thence North 89°43'20" West, 587.88 feet along said south line of County Road as
accepted by the Board of County Commissioners, as fecorded in their Minute Book No. 8,
page 298, this being the Northwest corner of tract, as conveyed by the Boca Grande Hotel,
Inc., to the Florida Power and Light Company, as described in Deed Book 273, pages 236
and 237, dated July 5, 1957; thence North 89°43'20" West 15 feet to a poiht; thence South
0°39' West 400 feet to point of beginning; continue thence South 0°39' West, 95 feet to a
point; run thence North 89°43'20" West, 122 feet to a point; thence run North 0°39' West,
95 feet to a point; thence run South 89°43"20" East to the point of beginning. All lying and
being Government Lot No. 3, Section 26, Township 43 South, Range 20 East, Lee County,

Florida.
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e Complete items 1 and/or 2 for additional services. * F | also wish to receive the

°

L]

Complete items 3, and 4a & b. following services (for an extra

Print your name and address on the reverse of this form so that we can fee):
return this card to you.
e Attach this form to the front of the mailpiece, or on the back if space 1. [ Addressee’s Address
does not permit.
© Write “’Return Receipt Requested’’ on the mailpiece below the article number. 2. [ Restricted Delivery
® The Return Receipt will show to whom the article was delivered and the date | *
delivered. Consult postmaster for fee.

3. Article Addressed to: 4a. Article Number

-, W

ESS completed on the reverse side

:7)-—900 Cﬂ'nmﬂ’lwe&l‘th d‘ s, rn !:‘(git;zipt for
lallahassee, R 2238-3000 T | e

5. Signature (Addressee) : Addresse%&gid (Only if requested
and fee is pai

ignature e 8 A
6. S‘QTD-%MQ%L, 2,9 9%

PS Form 3811, Defember 1991  xu.s.GPO: 1993—352714 DOMESTIC RETURN RECEIPT

Thank you for using Return Receipt Service.

our RETUR




Fort Myers, Florida 33902-0398
(813) 335-2111

COUNTY
(813) 339-6200
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Writer's Direct Dial Number

. John E. Manning

District One VIA CERTIFIED MAIL

Douglas R. St. Cerny

District Two
Ray Judah March 14, 1995
District Three

Andrew W. Coy
District Four

o E. abion THTE/DEP Division of Recreation & Parks
District Five c/o DEP Douglas Building
Donald B;,?,EL‘Z?“ 3900 Commmonwealth Blvd., MS500

’ Tallahassee, FL. 32399-3000

James G. Yaeger
County Attorney

Diana M. Parker

County Hearing T Whom It May Concern:

Examiner

This letter serves to inform you that the Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory
Memorial Chapel) in Boca Grande (STRAP: 26-43-20-00-00009.0020) has been filed for
designation as a historic resource pursuant to the Lee County Land Development Code,
Chapter 22, Historic Preservation. The Historic Preservation Board will consider the
designation at its meeting on April 6, 1995 at 4:00 p.m. in the East Room of the newly
restored Old Lee County Courthouse, second floor, in downtown Fort Myers, Florida.
Your presence at this meeting is not mandatory.

Enclosed please find a copy of the designation report and Chapter 22 (Historic
Preservation) of the Lee County Land Development Code.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to call me at 339-6206.

Sincerely,

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

/&{a: 7/ 4}«
GLORIA M. SAJGO, AICP, Principal Planner
Division of Planning

copy: Chauncey Gosé, GICIA

8 RECYCLED PAPER AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
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does not permit.
e Write ’Return Receipt Requested’’ on the mailpiece below the arti
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:E, e Complete items 1 and/or 2 for additional services. I also wish to receive the
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@ return this card to you. >

§ e Attach this form to the front of the mailpiece, or on the back if space 1. [J Addressee’s Address
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£

clenumber| 5 [ Restricted Delivery
Consult postmaster for fee.
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Z. 03¥ 07 a’&g

Q‘C;HTF/DEP IDu/ of Parkss Ve
o DEP Dvu%céi Bldg.
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4b. Service Type
[J Registered [ insured

XCertlfled [ cobp

i Return Receipt for
y L1 Express Mail [ Bt Rocd

S Tallohvssee, 323 3000

7. Date of Delivery
A

Ml 2§

Z 5. Signature (Addressee)
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Department of
Environmental Protection

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building

Lawton Chiles 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard Virginia B, Wetherel
Governor ‘ Taliahassee, Florida 32399-3000 Secretary

February 24, 1995

Chaundey P. Goss, Exescutive Director

Gasparilla Island Congervation and Improvement AsscoG., Inc.
PO Box 446

Boca Grande, Plorida 33921

Dear Mr. GoOsg!

I have reviewed the preliminary drawings submitted to us on
the community church restoraticn. I was happy to see the twe
additions removed. The two possible restroom additions both look
gand and each has advantages and disadvantages.

My proforence is the first location because of the location
of the AC System, but either will work well. The decigeion on
which logatien sheuld bheet ha made by your organization and the
Park Manager.

The drawings appear to have been very guickly and
efficiently prepared, yeu have a good Architaet. Reviews of
final drawings will need to be made by cur Bureau, the State Fire
Marshall, and the Department of Management Services. The Pire
Marshall will require two (2) sets of signed and sealed doouments
along with a ¢heck for his fea, D.M.S. will require one (1) sat
not signed and sealed. D.M.S, will review the drawings and then
submit review cumuents back teo your Arshitect. Aftayr he responde
to thesa comments, an approval letter will be sent to him. At
that time you should send Lhrwe (3) sets signed ond secaled aleng
with a check for your stata building permit.

I anm enclosing fee schedules for both the Firae Marshall and
D.M.8. If you have any rurther guestions, please contact me at
(904)488=1141,

Sincerely,

Wbt Emrime—

William R. Bean, A,I.A.

Architect

Bureau of Design and Construction
Division of Recreation and Parks

WRB/cb
Enclosures
“Protect, Conserve and Munage Florida's Environment and Natural Resources” :5’(‘ P oW

Printed on recycied poper.
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LEE COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER - NAME & LEGAL

STRAP: 26 43 20 00 00009 00
TIITF/DNR REC + PARKS

C/0 DNR DOUGLAS BLDG

TALLAHASSEE
FL
32399 N/R:

* *k VALUES * k% * k% EX
JUST: 68,450 AG.:
ASSD: 68,450 HX.:
TXBL: 0 WID:
BLDG: 10,500 DIS:
LAND: 57,950 WLY:
NCST: 0 ENG:
PVAL: 62,660 WDR:
SITE: 990 BELCHER RD
# SALE PRICE D.0.S. BOOK
1: 100 03/88 1983
2: 100 01/87 1897
NBHD CODE: 09-109-0.00

NBHD DESC: BOCA GRANDE GULF

Printed by: NOLAN

20 DOR. 82 FOREST, PARKS, RECREATIONAL
LOC...: LEE COUNTY UNINCORPORATED
LEGALl: PARL IN S E 1/4 SEC 26
LEGAL2: TWP 43 R 20 DESC IN
LEGAL3: OR 1897 PG 1186
HWDWXA
000040 UNIT MEAS.: SF #UNITS: 11,590.00
1ST TAX YR: FRONTAGE: 0
VALUEG *** YR SPLIT..: 00 DEPTH...: 0
0 YR CREATED: 00 E/I NUM.: 00000000
0 ENERGY CD.: S/D VAL.: 0.00
0 ENERGY YR.: S/D CODE:
0 APRVED BY.: 31 DSC.....:
68,450 TAX AUTH..: 005 ZONING..: TFC2
0 PRIOR DOR.: 71 PEND....:
0 PRIOR STRP: - - - -
33921
PAGE TC VI PAGE: 00015 MAINT DATE
0684 01 T LINE: 830 SITE: 04/29/92
1186 01 I NAL.: 07/23/93
HIST DIST: N MAF.: 08/10/94
PAV.:

SIDE SOUTH {DRY}

21-FEB-95-15.39.30
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& PO. Box 398
Fort Myers, Florida 33902-0398
(813) 335-2111

COUNTY '
(813) 339-6206
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Writer’s Direct Dial Number

John E. Manning

District One VIA CERTIFIED MAIL

Douglas R. St. Cerny

District Two

Ray Judah

D‘ii.\'n'i('l ;;'hrm' Febmary 23’ 1995

Andrew W. Coy

District Four

1o E aion THTE/DEP Division of Recreation & Parks

Distriet Five c/o DEP Douglas Building
Donald D. Stiwel 3900 Commmonwealth Blvd., MS500
T Tallahassee, FL 323993000

James G. Yaeger
County Attorney

Diana M. Parker

County Hearing T Whom It May Concern:

Examiner

This letter serves to inform you that the Community Church of Boca Grande (Amory
Memorial Chapel) (STRAP: 26-43-20-00-00009.0020) has been requested to be filed for
designation as a historic resource pursuant to the Lee County Land Development Code,
Chapter 22, Historic Preservation, as petition HD (Individual) 95-03-01, Community
Church of Boca Grande. The Historic Preservation Board will consider filing of this
designation at its meeting on March 9, 1995 at 4:00 p.m. in the East Room of the newly
restored Old Lee County Courthouse, second floor in downtown Fort Myers.

Upon filing of a designation, the Historic Preservation Board may initiate the
designation process which includes holding a public hearing. The owner of the
property will be notified of this public hearing. '

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (813) 339-6206.

Sincerely,

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

GLORIA M. SAJ&O, AICP, Principal Planner

Division of Planning

copy: Chauncey Goss

8 RECYCLED PAPER AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
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K GasSanHa Island Conservation and Improvement Association, Inc. / Post Office Box 446 / Boca Grande, Florida 33921 / Telephone: 813 964-2667

-1958

1959

1960-
19707

J
. ?!Mj\

History of the "Community Church"
Gasparilla Island, Lee County, Florida

During the late 1950's the real estate company that owned most of the
property where the black community on Boca Grande was located
(downtown area east of Community Center) began demolishing residences
and structures in preparation for sale and development of the land. Mr.
George Weymouth, realizing that these people would have no place to live,
purchased property at the south end of the island and developed what came
to be known as "Tarpon Pass Estates."

Mr. Roger Amory asked Mr. Homer Addison, manager of the Tarpon Pass
Estates Project, to purchase land in the vicinity of the development so that
the Baptist Church could be relocated from its downtown location to the
vicinity of Tarpon Pass Estates. In a March 22 letter to Mr. Addison, Mr.
Amory writes that he is "very interested in seeing that the colored colony
not be deprived of their church."”

Mr. Addison proceeded to purchase land from the Boca Grande Hotel
Company for Mr. Amory adjacent to Tarpon Pass Estates. Unfortunately,
although Mr. Amory had an agreement to the contrary, the Baptist Church
was demolished at its downtown site. Mr. Amory then informed Mr.
Addison in an April 1 letter that he had "arranged with Griffin Co. to build

a shell of a community church 50 x 24 with a concrete floor, wooden sides

and a metal roof at my expense [it should be noted that the walls were
constructed of cinder block and not wood]." It was Mr. Amory's hope that
the existing congregations of the Methodist and Baptist Churches that had
been demolished would furnish and maintain this new church. He
transferred ownership to the Johann Fust Community Library, of which he
was the primary benefactor and President, with instructions that the church
should be rented to the congregation for $1 a year.

At some point a cinder block addition was constructed on the south side of
the structure and acted as a kitchen. A small bathroom was also added to
the east side of the structure, but this may have been done at the time of
original construction. These additions need further research. It is reported
that there was a congregation of about 30 people and that a Methodist
Service was held every other Sunday. This report may only be valid for




1983

1985

1986

1988

1994

the last few years of the church. This subject should also be researched
further.

One of the primary problems with Tarpon Pass Estates and the church was
that the land on which they were constructed is quite low and prone to
flooding. The "No Name Storm" of the previous year tended to act as a
catalyst for the owners of the Tarpon Pass Estates Development, and in
May, the residents were issued eviction notices by the owners.

During the fall, the property that had comprised Tarpon Pass Estates was
given to the Gasparilla Island Conservation and Improvement Association,
Inc. (GICIA) with the intent that this not for profit property owner's '
association turn the land over to the State of Florida to augment their
adjoining park.

In the late fall, the Johann Fust Community Library gave the Community
Church to GICIA with the intent that the structure (the only remaining
structure of the Tarpon Pass Estates community) and the land be given to
the State also.

On March 17, the final Warranty Deed turning ownership of the church
over to the State was signed by the GICIA. Subsequently, the State boarded
the windows and the doors of the structure to discourage vandalism and

_transient lodging.

On May 2, the State conducted an asbestos survey on the structure and
found that the building is free of asbestos.
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S26CIAL WARMANTY OEID 2439309 RAMCO FORM 03

This Speciai Warranty Beed e e 17tn dav ol Marcn A D 10 BE b

GASPARILLA ISLAND CONSERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC,
hereinafter called the qraitor 1o BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUS1
FUND OF THE CTATE OF FLORIDA

whose postoffice address s Department ot Natural sesources

1900 Commonwealth Blvd, . Rounm 412
horemaltor calbd the grantes Ta l Tabusdew, Florfda 12494

(Whererver used hereen the e o gacins b amd mm‘n" inchude all the parties G thae smnuamest ani
the hras desai erpreentanns aod sk ol ihdinsoedb, snd the wureany Al swehs ub sorpaboie,

wnnﬂsstlhl That the grantar, for and in consideration of the tum of § . wnd other
valuahle ruvlsldt'rulinns, receipt uvlwu-n[ is Iu-rulny ackne ur’wlgml. ’u-n-lny granls, lm'um'lu. sells, n'u-ru, re
mises. releases, CORpeys nml confirms unto the grantee, all that certain land situate in  Lee
County. Floridn, viz:
Commence at the southeast corner of "ot 36, Unit No. 1, GOLDEN BEACH SUBDIVISION,
as recorded in Plat Booi 10, pages 60 and 61, public rrcords of Lee County, Floridaj
thence North 89°52'00" East aloag south lipe of said Unit No. 1, 75 feev; thence
South 00°08' Enst, 1543.18 feet; thence South 89°43'20" Fa:t, 1017.39 feet;
thence South N0°16'40" West, 165 feet; thence North 89°43'20" West, 587.88 feet
along south line of County Road as accepted by the Board of County Commirsioners,
as recorded in their Minute Book No. 8, page 298, this being the Northwest corner
of tract, as conveyed by the Boca Gcande Hotel, Inc., to the Florida Power and
Light Company, as described in Deed Book 273, pages 236 and 237, datcd July F,
1957; thence North 89°43'20" West 15 feet tr a point; t4Yence South 0°39' West
400 feet to point of beginning; continue thence South 0°39' West, 95 feet to a
point; run thence North 89°43'20" West, 122 feet to a point; thence run North
0°39' West, 95 feet to a point: thence run South 89°43'20" East to the point of
beginning. All lying and bein3 Government Lot No. 3, Section 26, Tc mship 43
South, Range 20 East, Lee County, Florida. g

BUBJEGT to restrictions, reservu;ions, casements of record, but this provision
shall not operate to relmpose the same.

ALSO SUBJECT TO the foliowing use reatrictions whiecl. shall ru: with and attach to
the tile of said land “>r a period of 50 years from and after the date ot this deed:
semesvmee s Coat Linced Atcachiacul A-vmeee s aocia
".ogflhﬂ', with all the tenements. huvlr‘edllnn:lu‘;ll\";‘r:b appurtenances there'o belonging or in any-
wise apperlalning. Docuentey Tox 1, § (_;

‘{o ]‘hl‘t md to H(‘ld, the same in fee simple forever. T e

L\ N o\

Bﬂd the grantor ’Ienby covenants with said grantee th.t the granlor s lal:D'i n‘(‘wedvaf atd .and
in Iu simple; that the grantor has good right and lawful anl’mrﬂy to sell ond convey -aid land. and here-
by warrants the title to said land ard will def«nd the same against the 'awlnl claims of all persons claiming
by, through or under the said grantor,

,ﬂ wim wmﬁo‘, the said grantor has hereunto sot hand and seal the day and year

Ilnl above wrilten.

..
GASPARILLA 1SLAND CONSERVATION AND
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.

STATE OF FLORDA
COUNTY OF 'LEE E

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that or this day, before me, an

officer duly ized in the State afi id and in the County afs id, to take ach led; prrsonally appeared
WILLI.M G. LERCHEN, JR. PRESIDENT

to me known to be the person  described in and who executed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged

before me thot exccuted the same.
WITNESS my hand and official seal in the County and State last aforesaid this

March A D 19,8 B
au//../ yﬂk&/

17th da, of

- ARE GREEN, CLERK o

. TUk<ik, 5.C @

‘ rmons e
s hsteament prepared by orida
KW Depgrlt):meng of Natural Resourses My Fomm. Exp. June 19,1991

3900 Commonwcalth Blvd., Room 412
Tallahassee, FL 32399
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF BOCA GRANDE’S DEVELOPMENT ‘ -

AND INFLUENCES ON ITS ARCHITECTURE

The Boca Grande Historic District is situated in the center of Gasparilla Island, a seven
mile long barrier island in Charlotte Harbor. Two-thirds of the island lies in Lee
County; the northern one-third lies in Charlotte County. Throughout the late nineteenth
century and early twentieth century there were three separate and distinct villages on
Gasparilla Island. On the north was the village of Gasparilla where most of the island’s
commercial fishermen resided. In the center was the village of Boca Grande, home of
the Gasparilla Inn and haven for wealthy winter residents. In the south was Port Boca
Grande which is one of Florida’s deepest natural passes.

The story of Boca Grande is closely related to phosphate rock. In the 1880s phosphate
rock was discovered on the banks of the Peace River, north of Arcadia. Phosphate was
barged down the Peace River to Port Boca Grande and loaded onto four and five masted
schooners. In 1890 a lighthouse was erected on the southern tip of Gasparilla Island to
aid this industry.

By 1900 the American Agricultural Chemical Company (AAC), which dominated the
‘ phosphate industry of Central Florida, determined that a railroad would be more
efficient in transporting phosphate to the port than the river barges. The AAC
determined that the proposed terminus of the railroad should be located about a quarter
mile north of the lighthouse on the harbor side of Gasparilla Island. The Charlotte
Harbor and Northern (CHN) railroad was completed in 1907.

Prior to the discovery of phosphate, Gasparilla Island was a government reserve. In
1878 the central section of Gasparilla Island was released from reserved status. The
homestead lands conveyed from the federal government to various individuals
eventually were all acquired by either John Wall, an attorney in Tampa, or by Albert
Gilchrist, a Punta Gorda politician (who became governor of Florida in 1909). In January
of 1897 Gilchrist filed a plat consisting of six blocks along the Gulf front in the south
central portion of Gasparilla Island, where the island is widest and best suited for
residential development. In 1907, Wall and Gilchrist teamed up with officers of the AAC
(among them Peter Bradley) and formed the Boca Grande Land Company as part of the
AAC corporate entity.

In 1909 the officers of the Boca Grande Land Company decided to build a resort hotel
on Gasparilla Island. This was to be the Gasparilla Inn. By that time the Charlotte
Harbor area, specifically the area south of Gasparilla Island, was known for unexcelled
tarpon fishing and was famous among sportsmen. By 1912 the officers of the company
decided to change the Gasparilla Inn from a small hotel housing visiting directors and
company officers to a world class hotel. The renowned architect Francis J. Kennard of
Tampa, Florida designed the enlargement. The hotel was such a success that in 1915
Kennard was called again to draw plans to double the size of the Gasparilla Inn. Hotel
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clients came year after year; for many of them staying at the Gasparilla Inn became life-
long habit.

In 1914 a casino was built near the Gasparilla Inn, and a boat house on the bayou.
Gilchrist Avenue was lined with coconut palms and hibiscus as was Palm Avenue south
of the Inn. The block between Gilchrist Avenue and Park Avenue on Second Street was
lined with banyan trees. (Today this is known as Banyan Street.)

The Boca Grande School was built in 1911. A second story was added to the building
in 1914 so that the school could qualify to be a junior high. It was closed in 1929 when
the new Boca Grande School was built. This was designed by architect N. G. Walker
and was built of stucco in the Mediterranean Revival style popular in the 1920s. In 1936
a 2-room addition was built. The K-12 school was closed in 1964 because of declining
enrollment. Today it serves as Boca Grande’s Community Center and central focus for
the island’s recreation programs.

The architecture of Boca Grande was influenced by a number of physical and social
issues. The early buildings are a compilation of these many influences. Being remote
from the-mainland, early buildings relied on simple designs to make this subtropical
environment habitable. Wide eaves, covered porches at the main entrances and louvered
shutters were common characteristics. The early buildings were commonly raised above
‘the ground to allow for circulation of breezes and the passage of water under the house
during times of high tides or storms. Ceilings were typically high and open, allowing
for hot air to escape during the day. Another climatic factor was the lack of fresh water.
This required the use of gutters, which funneled the water rain into cisterns for future
use.

[ Game fishing and tourism are responsible for most of the development during the 1920s.
By 1925 more and more Florida east coast residents were becoming disenchanted with
the Florida boom and wanted to give up their east coast homes for more quiet, more
quaint atmospheres. Since Boca Grande had remained unspoiled and exclusive, it
attracted many tourists from the northeast and, with the added attraction of unparalleled
tarpon fishing, Boca Grande became a very desirable location.

The Gasparilla Inn and other hotels accommodated the tourists and winter re31dents who
enjoyed fishing and participating in the social life of Boca Grande. Many of these
visitors remained and built waterfront estates along the Gulf of Mexico, introducing a
wider variety of decorative architectural styles, but mostly building in the Mediterranean

Revival style.

Boca Grande also had a demand for worker housing. As a result, bungalow style houses
. were concentrated to the s% of the commercial district; many of these houses were
built by the railroad to house the railroad workers. This style of architecture borrowed
from the early vernacular housing, such as the raised floors, covered porches and high
ceilings. One of the reasons it was such a popular style was because it was available

-6-




through mail order plans and was simple and inexpensive to build. On some of these
structures it is common to see more decoration than would be observed on vernacular
homes, such as trim elements on the gable ends, dentils and wood window surrounds.

As with other communities across the state, development tapered off after the Florida
Land Boom. But because of the many attractions that Boca Grande and the surrounding
area still offers, Boca Grande continues to grow. Fortunately, due to the sensitivity of
the island’s residents, much of the early architectural heritage still remains today.




