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FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL (941) 475-1101 
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PROUDLY serving Boca Grande for over 40 years!

Landscape Service 
 Residential, Condominiums & Commercial 

• Irrigation • Tree Service  
• Maintenance • Landscape Design 

• Pest Control & Fertilize

samalawnservice06@gmail.com  
Highest Quality at the Lowest Prices

941-587-9635  

Office: 941-426-0088

Call for a Free Estimate!!! 

Santiago Martin 

CORP.
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“Don’t do it!                                                                                                    
We’re Not toys                                                                                                

We’re Not disposable                                                                                      
We’re Not “Starter Pets”                                                                                    

We’re Not low-maintenance                                                                                        
We’re live animals with feelings                                                                     

We have specific needs and                                                                       
require the same long term                                                                                  

care as cats and dogs  
(seven to 10 years) 

Veganism World                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

E
aster is just around the corner 
and the buying and prepared-
ness of the holiday will fill the 

next nine days. Consumers may well 
be shocked as the 2024 Easter cost is 
expected to top $22 billion. The total 
figure is the second highest in a sur-
vey’s history, after last year’s record-
setting $24 billion. It is the time of year 
when sadly to say, Easter has become 
a time for many parents to buy Easter 
pets for their children. However, many 
times after Easter, the candy will be 
gone and forgotten and so will the rab-
bits and chicks.                                                                                                                 

 The purchase of Easter pets that in-
clude, rabbits, baby chicks and ducks 
no doubt are part of the cost of cele-
brating Easter Sunday, although no 
record keeping of the true cost of this 
venture was available. However, it is a 
lucrative business, at the expense of 
the animals involved. It was deter-
mined that 80 percent of rabbits 
bought in the first year will die. An-
other figure shows four of five aban-

doned rabbits will die.                                                                                
Other problems of buying so called 

Easter pets are the potential of con-
tracting diseases listed by the CDC. 
Some of the animals given in past 
years include rabbits, chickens, and 
ducklings. 

Many states have banned the sale 
of baby rabbits and chicks during the 
Easter season to prevent the release 
of these tiny animals into the environ-
ment, where they are subject to an at-
tack by wild or domestic animals, and 
starve if released. Some like baby 
ducks are harmful to the environment. 

A FWC news release that was 
printed in a past Eco Watch column 
states: “Mallard ducklings do not make 
good Easter presents stating, al-
though these ducklings make nice 
pets while they are young, they can 
live 10 years and quickly outgrow the 
cute-and fuzzy stage, leaving full-size 
droppings on your patio and outdoor 
furniture. When this happens, parents 
and children often grow tired of caring 
for them and decide to turn them 
loose into the wild. 

This action according to FWC will 
put the mottled duck future at stake as 
once mallard ducks are released into 
the wild, they will compete with native 
wildlife for food and habitat, plus 
“These domesticated mallards are in-
terbreeding with the mottled duck, pro-
ducing hybrid offspring, said FWC 
waterfowl management coordinator, 
Joe Benedict, “this is a serious con-
cern and if not stopped, this hybridiza-

tion could result in the Florida mottled 
duck becoming extinct.” 

The Florida mottled duck is on of a 
few non-migratory ducks in North 
America. Therefore, the management 
and protection of this subspecies is 
primarily the responsibility of Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission. 

Today the nonmigratory and en-
demic Florida mottled duck (Anas ful-
vigula) is facing conservation threats 
from combined effects of urbanization 
and introgressive hybridization with 
feral mallards (Anas platyrhynchos) 
and mallard x mottled duck hybrids. It 
is illegal to release these ducks into 
the environment, according to FWC.                                                                                  

This scenario of the harmful effects 
of releasing non-native ducks into the 
Florida eco system can have a devas-
tating effect on Florida’s natural 
species and should be considered 
when buying a pet for Easter. 

Also just as important to consider is 
the practice of giving a helpless inno-
cent baby chick, bunnies and other 
creatures for Easter, are a terrible 
idea. Making a child happy for a day 
or two is not a way to teach respect 
for animals. If you want to make a 
child happy at Easter, let them know 
that receiving a live animal for Easter 
is not fair to the animal, and most 
likely, will not survive the first week or 
so in the wild if released. 

There is an alternative and a solu-
tion for a child, that is drawn to the 
idea of having a baby chick or fuzzy 
rabbit for Easter, is a trip to an Animal 
Shelter in the area. 

Animal Shelters are overrun with 
puppies, kittens, dogs and cats that 
are in desperate need of good forever 
homes. The Sun Coast Humane Soci-
ety located at 6761 San Casa, Engle-
wood Florida, 941-474-7884 or the 
Animal Welfare League at 3519 
Drance Street in Port Charlotte Fl, 
941-625-6720, are the perfect place to 
help your child pick out the perfect pet 
and at the same time learn a good les-
son of why, not purchasing a rabbit, 
chicks or ducks are not fair to the little 
creatures.                                      

Do consider the solution to the prob-
lem of live Easter pets of ducks, 
chicks, and rabbits. Make that trip to 
an animal shelter to find a companion 
animal that will not only be forever 
grateful for a new loving home that will 
enrich the child in knowing they 
helped save an animal and not endan-
gered another.                                                 
  

email: gaiasvigil@gmail.com  

Animals are not Easter toys


