
Page 22                                                                 BOCA BEACON - November 10, 2023                                                         

Fan Lady & Lighting  

 Ceiling 
Fans

(941) 475-6901 est. 1985
Home 

Lighting  

3579 S. Access Rd., Suite E, Englewood, FL 34224

www.fanladyandlighting.us

Lic. # CGC1522271

Jon Burdette PE, PSM
(941) 964.0488
info@seaboardec.com

PO Box 693
Boca Grande, FL

33921

ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION

Home Remodeling & Construction

ROB KOHLER 
PAINTING, LLC 

941-740-0721 

Residential & Commercial 

Recognized for Quality and Dependable Service 
 

RobKohlerPainting@gmail.com

Lic # AAA 19-00091 
Lic. # PT19-00214

Pressure Washing &  

Debris Removal

Sgt. Bubba L.H. Russell ...
Sgt. Bubba Russell 

served in Vietnam from 
December of 1965 to 
December of 1967. He 
was a skytrooper and 
served as squad leader 
with Company B, Sec-
ond Battalion, Seventh 
Cavalry in places such 
as Song Mao and Phan 
Thiet.

He received two air 
medals for helicoptor combat fl ights 
over a yearʼs time, received the 
Vietnam Service Medal, the National 
Defense Medal, the Army Commen-
dation Medal, three Purple Hearts and 
the Bronze star “V” for “Valor.”

The Bronze 
Star was given 
for heroism 
in connection 
with military 
operations 
against hostile 
forces. His 
squad was 
pinned down 

near Song Mao by fi re from fi ve ene-
my soldiers with automatic weapons. 
Russell exposed himself to heavy fi re 
as he directed bursts of return fi re, 
overwhelming the enemy. He then led 
his men in an assault on the fl eeing 
enemy, killing one and aggressively 
assaulting another position, killing 
three more enemy soldiers and cap-
turing one.

He is the father of the Beacon’s 
Editor Marcy Shortuse.

Staff Sgt. Oswin M. 
Semmler ...
Served in World War II from 
1941 to 1945 in the Pacifi c 
Theater and in Germany as 
an incendiary expert. He 
was a Purple Heart recipi-
ent.

Oswin “Duke” Semmler 
was the grandfather of Edi-

tor Marcy Shortuse. 

Private Aaron Heath ...
Private Aaron Heath of Massachu-

setts served as a picket 
guard under Major L. Bald-
win and Capt. Luka Druryʼs 
Company in Johnathan 
Wardʼs regiment in 1775. 
He was sent to Cambridge 
Camp, Canada. They at-
tacked the British in Quebec 
and he was taken prisoner. 

According to a letter he 
wrote, “At Bunker Hill we 
attacked the Brits and I fi red 

32 rounds.”
He was also engaged at Bunker Hill 

under Benedict Arnold. 
In all, he was taken prisoner three 

times during the Revolutionary War. 
The last time was while he was acting  
as a scout. He asked them to release 
him because he pled that he was 
insane.They agreed with him, and did 
so.

Private Heath was the grandfather 
(seven times removed) of Editor Mar-
cy Shortuse.

Capt. James Edward Seale ...
Oct. 9, 1918 - Dec. 9, 2012
Capt. James Edward “Ed” Seale, 

Lt Col USAF, joined the Air Force in 
1942 and was 
a pilot, serving 
in World War II, 
the Korean War 
and the Viet-
nam War. 

He and his 
family spent 
time stationed 
in Savannah, 
Ga., South Hadley, Mass., Shreve-

port, La. and Bangor, Maine. 
He retired in 1970.

Ed was the father of 
Becky Seale Paterson.

PFC Jack Silcox ...
One island veteran who 

received the commenda-
tion of Silver Star in battle 
was the late Jack Silcox, 

husband of the late Edith Silcox. The 
letter that came with the commenda-
tion was dated July 1, 1945 and reads 
as follows:

Jack Silcox, Private First Class, 
Infantry, Company “C,” 15th Infantry 
Regiment, for gallantry in action.

At 1000 hours, March 18, 1945, 
near Althornbach, Germany, PFC 
Silcox crossed over 400 yards of 
exposed terrain to bring up a tank and 
evacuate several severely wounded 
soldiers. With bullets ricocheting all 
about him, he rode the front of the 
tank, guiding it around craters and 
other obstacles. 

Reaching the casualties, 
he assisted in loading them 
in the tank, resumed his 
position aboard the vehicle, 
and directed it to the aid 
station. Returning alone, 
PFC Silcox carried med-
ical supplies to the front, 
enabling less severely 
wounded men to receive 
treatment.

– By command of Brigadier General 
Sexton.

An excerpt from Capt. Carey 
Johnson’s book, “Boca Grande, the 
Early Days - Memoirs of an Island 
Son ...”

During the black days of World War 
II, when enemy submarines were 
lurking in all parts of the U.S. Atlantic 
coast, in the Caribbean and off our 
beaches in the Gulf of Mexico, it was 
very risky for unescorted ships to try 
to get through the subs without being 
shelled to pieces. The seriousness of 
our dire situation in trying to supply 
our troops and allies in Europe and 
the South Pacifi c during World War II 
is brought back to mind by the memo-
ry of those days at Port Boca Grande.

The summer of 1942 was especially 
critical for Allied shipping in the Gulf, 
because some ships were operating 
without the benefi t of naval escort. 
They were trying to get around the 
coast from port to port (in daylight 
hours only) in spite of being loaded 
with critical war materiel and aviation 

gasoline bound for the war zone.
Many of these ships, running with-

out lights, would stop and anchor in 
any protected cove or harbor where 
nightfall happened to catch them. 
The deep-water port and anchorage 
at Boca Grande, having pilot service, 
naturally became one of the very im-
portant ports of refuge along the Gulf 
Coast.

One afternoon in June of 1942, just 
before sunset, a large American tank-
er came streaming at full speed up 
to the sea buoy. The pilot, noting “the 
bone in her mouth” (indicating con-
siderable speed), rounded up ahead 

of the ship, and while at full 
speed, drifted back past the 
Jacob’s ladder and boarded 
on the fl y.

Once on the bridge, the pilot 
was greeted by the life-jacket-
ed master (captain) who apol-
ogized for his ship’s speed but 
explained that he had sighted 
a submarine just 30 minutes 

before. The pilot immediately ordered 
to continue “sea-speed,” which is 
about 25 percent above ordinary  
harbor “maneuver speed.”

Before swinging into the entrance 
channel, the pilot asked the master 
what the draft of his ship was, and 
upon 
being 
told that 
she was 
drawing 
30 feet, 
he whis-
tled and 
shook 
his head. 
The cap-
tain noticed his concern and asked if 
that was too deep. The pilot told him 
that shoaling in the channel made it 
extremely close, without much margin 
for safety. At this point the captain 
said, “Well pilot, take her just as far as 
she will go. I wouldn’t stay out there 
with those damn subs tonight for any 
damned safety rules – we’re loaded 
with high-test aviation gasoline!”

Veterans

from PAGE 21

See VETERANS on PAGE 23

■ Bubba Russell

■ Oswin Semmler

■ Ed Seale

■ Jack Silcox

■ A map of ships and subs 
down in the Gulf during 
World War II.
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