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9th Street sailboat 
gone (pretty much)

Fire Chief C.W. Blosser and the 
Island EOC Emergency Com-
munications & Interoperability 

Working Group would like to express 
their sincere gratitude to the Gaspar-
illa Island Bridge Authority (GIBA) for 
its participation in the island Auxiliary 
Emergency Radio Communications 
System (AUXCOMM) project.

The GIBA Board voted to approve 
“a not-to-exceed amount of $60,000 
for the purchase of components of the 
emergency communications system 
that will be owned and maintained by 
GIBA.” This will fund the entire cost of 
the bridge’s antenna and radio repeat-
er installation, staff handheld radios 
and extensive training.

The bridge installation is an im-
portant part of the triple-redundant 
AUXCOMM radio antenna & repeater 
system for both routine daily use by 
many island entities and for disaster 
recovery management. In the event 
of sustained total communications 
and power failure as was experienced 

GIBA approves $60,000 
budget for their part of 
program hardware

Last Friday morning, Nov. 3, the 
process of removing the sail-
boat at 9th Street was over and 

done before it barely began. All that 
can be seen now are two metal poles 
sticking out of the sand, adding to the 
mystery of whether or not the base of 
the boat still remains under the sand.

Everyone is advised to use caution 
when using that part of the beach, as 
the poles could create a hazard. 

According to mem-
bers of the Boca 
Grande Cell Phone 

Tower Committee, every-
thing appears to be on 
track for complete carrier 
installation on the new 
tower by Thanksgiving.

“We had a call yes-
terday with Verizon and 
today with Vertical Bridge,” 
said Committee Member 
Steve Raville. “Everyone 
maintains that the sched-
ule is still on track to have AT&T, 
Verizon and T-Mobile installed on the 
tower by Thanksgiving. As is usually 
the case, there may be some minor 
delays but, so far, we seem to be on 
track. “

AUXCOMM update:

Thank you 
for your 
service

BGHPB hears 
reno proposal from 
Friends

The meeting of the Boca Grande 
Historic Preservation Board on 
Wednesday, Nov. 8 featured 

a presentation by Friends of Boca 
Grande regarding their proposed 
renovations for the Community Cen-
ter, The Island School, the Teach-
erage, the Dishong-Bowen House 
and the Crowninshield Community 
House. They wanted to see how the 
Board perceived their ideas and, to 
their benefi t, everyone on the Board 
seemed to have no objections at all.

Three speakers were included in 
the presentation – Bayne Stevenson, 
from the Friends of Boca Grande 
Board of Directors; Marta Howell, 
Chief Executive Director of Friends; 
and Jeff Mudgett, an architect from 
Parker/Mudgett/Smith Architects, Inc. 
out of Fort Myers (the planners of The 
Island School).

Stevenson spoke fi rst, explaining 
that the $11 to $12 million dollar proj-

On the eleventh hour of the 
eleventh day of the eleventh 
month, Veteran’s Day is com-

memorated every year to mark the 
armistice signed between the Allies of 
World War I and Germany at Com-
piègne, France at 5:45 a.m. It com-
memorates the cessation of hostilities 
on the Western Front of World War I, 
which took effect at 11 a.m.

In previous generations this mo-
ment in time was marked every year 
by a moment of silence, no matter 
where you happened to be. In stores, 
restaurants, banks and other ven-
ues, announcements were made on 
loudspeakers to alert everyone to 
stop, to pause, and to pay homage. 
It was awe-inspiring to realize that so 
many across our country were doing 
the same thing at the same time, and 
no one deserves such a tribute as 
our veterans do. They fought to make 
this country free, and they continue 
to do so. We should honor our veter-
an’s every day of the year, not just on 

Veteran’s Day. Let’s take this time to 
thank those who prepared themselves 
to sacrifi ce all for the sake of freedom.

Robert A. Melvin receives the     
Flying Cross …

The President of the United States 
of America takes pleasure in present-
ing the Distinguished Flying Cross 
to Lieutenant Commander Robert A. 
Melvin, United States Coast Guard, 
for extraordinary achievement while 
participating in aerial fl ight on the 
afternoon of 5 January 1980. He 
was serving as pilot and aircraft 
commander of Coast Guard HH-3F 
1430, engaged in the perilous res-
cue of eight crewmen from the tug 
A.W.GUILL which had suffered a 
complete loss of steering and collided 
with its barge during a severe winter 
storm 160-nautical miles northeast of 
Norfolk, Virginia. As the tug began to 
sink, the eight-man crew was forced 
to abandon ship into a life raft. 

Dispatched from Coast Guard Air 
Station Elizabeth City, North Carolina, 
Lieutenant Commander Melvin piloted 
the helicopter to the scene. The fl ight 
was made at altitudes less than 100 
feet due to near-blizzard and icing 
conditions. 

An inoperative radar and unreliable 
navigational signals due to low alti-
tude fl ight further complicated matters. 
Utilizing dead-reckoning headings 
obtained via HF radio from Air Station 
Elizabeth City and DF vectors from a 
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