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Island Perspectives

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FIVE YEARS AGO

The Barrier Island Parks Society 
announced they would be relighting the 
restored Gasparilla Island Lighthouse (the 
Range Light) following the installation of a 
replica of the original fourth-order Fresnel 
lens needed.

TEN YEARS AGO

At the Whidden’s Back Bay Tournament 
a lot of fi sh were caught. The fi rst-place 
team included anglers Capt. Mike and 
Karress Slattery and Capt. Dan Kristin 
Stickley.

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO

Becky Paterson’s “McCain in July of 
2007” bumper sticker was ripped off her 
golf cart, her yard sign for McCain was 
stomped, and someone took her father’s 
sign from his yard completely. 

TWENTY YEARS AGO

Local teachers Ori Boyum and 
Michele Schecter dressed in infl atable 
cow costumes and took the Halloween 
celebration at The Island School by storm.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

An ad-hoc committee of the Gasparilla 
Island Conservation and Improvement 
Association, which was formed to study 
the possibility of incorporating Boca 
Grande, voted to hold town meetings prior 
to taking a stance on the matter. 

THIRTY YEARS AGO

Gaspar, Inc., owners of the Causeway 
back then, requested that Charlotte 
County pay it $15,000 for an easement to 
cross bridge company land accessing the 
Placida boat ramp.

FORTY YEARS AGO

 The annual Bocaweek party brought out 
characters such as Spencer Paterson as 
Humpty Dumpty, shark Corky Dunn and 
Alice Dutton as Shirley Temple.

See EDITORIAL on PAGE 6

2023 Lee County tax roll is open for collection
To the Editor:

They’re neither a trick nor a treat, just a reality.
 Today, more than 562,000 tax bills are being mailed 

to property and business owners in Lee County. For 
those who signed up to receive their bill via email, those 
were sent out on November 1, 2023.

 These bills refl ect the value of the property as of 
January 1, 2023, when Florida law required them to be 
assessed.

 Tax payments are due by March 31, 2024, but dis-
counts are given if paid early. Taxes paid in November 

receive a four percent discount, in December a three 
percent discount, in January a two percent discount and 
in February a one percent discount.

 “This year’s tax collections are expected to be more 
than $2.2 billion before discounts,” said Noelle Branning, 
Lee County Tax Collector. “All dollars collected by our 
offi ce are turned around and distributed to the levying 
authorities in Lee County to pay for services including 
fi re rescue and law enforcement, and infrastructure such 
as schools, roads, parks and utilities.”

This year’s tax bill has been redesigned to make it 
easier to read. In addition, resources have been created 
to help property owners better understand how Florida’s 
property tax system works, how to read a tax notice, and 
most importantly, whom to call with questions about a 
tax bill.

“It is our mission to deliver fi ve-star service to our cus-
tomers,” explained Branning. “These new resources will 
help property owners fi nd the answers they need quickly 
and pay their bills with effi ciency.”

Tax bills can be paid online at LeeTC.com, via mail or 
in person at one of our six locations.

Property owners whose property taxes are paid 
through an escrow account should contact their mort-
gage company for information about the company’s plan 
for remitting escrowed property tax payments.

Lauren Bernaldo
Chief Communications Offi cer
Communications@leetc.com

To the Editor:
I want to take a moment to sincerely thank you for 

your ongoing support of Boca Grande Historical Society.  
We have some great plans coming up in the near future, 
and we are so excited about what the future holds as we 
approach our 30th anniversary.

 In support of that future, the Board of Directors is 
gathering at a board retreat later in November to review 
and update our strategic plan.

 We value your opinion about our impact on our com-
munity, our membership and our future focus areas. 

 We would love to have your feedback and wisdom, 
so please watch for a short fi ve-question survey early 
this coming week.  You should see a note from Laurie 

Huebner, our consultant from the Gulf Coast Community 
Foundation, who is helping us through the planning pro-
cess. Her address is lauriehrcslt@gmail.com, and she 
will be sending a link to a form on SurveyMonkey.

 We greatly appreciate your response to this survey, 
as well as your continued partnership with us. We thank 
you so much for taking the time, as your feedback is 
valuable to us.

 Warmest regards,
Johns Knight

Board President
Boca Grande Historical Society

Many thanks to all supporters of the Historical Society
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