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Island Perspectives

■ BY MARCY SHORTUSEFIVE YEARS AGO

We lost a legend this week fi ve years 
ago, when Artie Brooks passed away. 
He worked all over the island in many 
jobs, from butler to janitor to chauffeur to 
helping out at the old Loons on a Limb. He 
was true Boca Grande, and many loved 
him for it.

TEN YEARS AGO

Barney Salmon, Cassis Greenberg, 
Oliver McGee and Lucy Shaffer all took 
their turns getting blessed at the ecumeni-
cal blessing of the animals, held at The Inn 
Croquet Court.

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO

A tour company bus had to go back and 
forth ... etc. ... when they got to the toll 
booth and found they were far too heavy 
to cross the old bridge. 55 passengers 
had to wait in shifts just to get to their 
destinations.

TWENTY YEARS AGO

The team of Capt. Phil O’Bannon and 
Aaron Diaz took fi rst in the Boca Grande 
area Chamber of Commerce inaugural 
Back Country Fishing Tournament, 
winning $6,000. 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

Construction began on Cabbage Court.  

THIRTY YEARS AGO

The GICIA was to meet with the Army 
Corps to discuss the most helpful ways to 
save our island beaches – terminal groins 
and renourishment.

FORTY YEARS AGO

The third annual Boca Grande Down-
town Merchants Open House was sched-
uled to be held. It was the fi rst year the 
event was held on a Saturday instead of a 
Friday, and it was held, back then, in the 
fi rst week of December. See EDITORIAL on PAGE 6

EDITORIAL

How do I say goodbye, 

“Never say goodbye because goodbye means going 
away and going away means forgetting.” J.M. Barrie

When I fi rst came to Boca Grande in 1978, I was 
in third grade. It immediately became one of 
my favorite places on earth, and I realized a 

new dream then – to live and work here. I was blessed 
to have that dream come true. As I write this I realize 
that I have lived here longer than anywhere else,  
including my hometown in Illinois.

My grandparents were already here as snowbirds in 
1995. When I moved down permanently, my aunt and 
uncle and cousins were on Marco Island full-time, and 
my mom moved down here shortly after I did. I met my 
husband here, and we have raised fi ve children and 
many dogs on the Cape Haze Peninsula, two years in 
Boca Grande.

Boca Grande and the Peninsula are beautiful, there’s 
no doubt, but as time has gone by it has become  
apparent that it’s the people here that have made me 
love it so. Since my start at the Gasparilla Gazette in 
2003, to my transition to the Boca Beacon in 2007, now, 
almost 20 years later, I guess I’ve come full circle back 
to the cold North.

My family will be moving to Aroostook County, Maine 
at the end of November. I don’t know what’s next, but 
that’s nothing new. I haven’t known what’s next for a  
single day of my life since the storm. I’m a problem 
solver at heart, but this is one problem I haven’t gotten 
ahead of … and can’t. 

From one temporary housing location to the next since 
September 28, 2022 (just like a lot of you), in each place 
I have left a little piece of my heart. Even the annoying 
hotel stays have left me with some good memories, as 
we have become closer through sheer proximity and 
need for the comfort of family. 

But leaving this little island? I have left so much of 
my heart here, I feel like there’s very little left. I have a 
physical ache when I think of leaving here. There are 
so many people I will miss, so many sights I fear I will 
never see again. From my dear friends I have to leave 
to seeing “my” (OK, she’s part Ruthie’s) cow, Pearl, 
at the cow farm I passed every day to go to work and 
take the kids to school when they were still attending 
The Island School… it’s hard to bear when I think we 
won’t see Pearl and the others in the fi eld and all yell 

“MOOOOOOOO.”  
I have more acquaintances than close friends here, 

but even those of you I don’t know well are like an 
extended part of my diverse (and maybe a little dysfunc-
tional) family. I love you all for that.

I did just about everything I could to try to fi nd a way to 
make it work here, I’m not ashamed to tell you that; but 
sometimes the universal signs all point the same way … 
toward another path. Oh, how I wish it could be another 
way, because this isn’t a place you can just come back 
to ... or ever forget.

It’s hard to say where I truly belong now. Maybe I’ve 
always been a little out of place here, in my uniform of 
jeans, T-shirt and tennis shoes that I wear every day, 
but a long time ago I gave up on competing with other 
people. I do my thing: I’m just me. That’s all I can be. I 
prefer to be judged by my character or humor or intelli-
gence, not so much what I’m wearing (technically, y’all 
are lucky I remembered to wear pants every day I was 
here).

Here I have found a kinship with people I never 
expected to – you could say I have “friends in high 
places.” Those are the people who continue on with the 
Boca Grande traditions that we lose more of every year. 
Never forget what made this island such a popular place 
with everyone – rich and not-so-rich – was the easy  
relationships a millionaire could have with a mullet 
fi shermen. Everyone used to live in harmony here in this 
tiny place, in part because this was the only place where 
a lot of people could get some peace. No one really 
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