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(941) 855-1347 
Melissa.Csank@sothebysrealty.com 

gulftobaysothebysrealty.com
P.O. Box 812, 336 Park Ave., Boca Grande, FL 33921 • 941.964.0115

15244 Chinook Way 
3 Beds • 2 Baths  
South Gulf Cove 

$874,900

BGC Beach Chalet #106 
1 Bed • 2 Baths   

1st Floor Waterfront Condo  
$1,295,000

BGC Village Home #20 
3 Beds • 2.5 Baths  

Boca Grande Club Amenities 
$2,195,000

15698 Viscount Circle 
3 Beds • 2.5 Baths • Tip Lot 

Boating Paradise • Port Charlotte 
$1,174,900

Helping you achieve your real estate goals on and off the Island  
Call me to schedule a complementary market evaluation or personal Island tour

NEW LIS
TING

PENDING

 Boca Grande’s som ewhat - but not always – accur ate weather  5-day for ecast

Friday 78/75 Saturday 81/72 Sunday 79/69 Monday 81/73 Tuesday 83/72
Pleasant day for an old-

fashioned beatdown.
Pleasant, breezy PM. Great 

day to dress like a cabbage and 
act nonchalant.

Sunny and nice ... unless you 
run into these guys.

Sunny, very low humidity so 
you won’t sweat while riding 

your trusty steed.

Partly sunny, partly judgy.

THIS DATE IN

History

October 20

1911 - Norwegian Roald Amundsen is fi rst to the
           South Pole.
1924 - First Negro League World Series
1935 - Communist forces bring Mao Zedong 
           to prominence.
1944 - U.S. forces under General Douglas 
           MacArthur return to the Philippines.
1955 - Publication of ‘The Return of the King’ 
           makes it the third & fi nal book in the trilogy 
           of ‘The Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. Tolkien

so, because in the end that was not what the people 
wanted. They wanted it to stay right where it was … 
but that was no longer their choice to make. When 
the people made their intentions clear, the property 
owner made his intentions clear as well, and he had 
it taken down. Mayhem ensued.

But that’s a story for another time, from another 
storyteller. This story teller can tell you this – if you’re 
surprised by the fact that one homeowner didn’t want 
to be told what to do with his property, look at the 
fact that we have an entire cemetery at the north end 
that has homes built upon it, and we’re not even al-
lowed to discuss having a sign of recognition placed 
by the road, for fear of being sued. 

I loved the bench, but its importance in compar-
ison to a cemetery where approximately 70 men, 
women and children are buried … these are things 
that make me shake my head and wonder what has 
happened to this world.

The point is, the entirety of the conversation was 
taken up by animosity and anger fueled by discus-
sion that carried on for hours about the Whispering 
Bench. When the property owner’s representatives 
tried to give their original presentation about the 
new house, no one was listening. They had already 
decided that they weren’t going to entertain those 
notions. And, besides, it was “too big.” It was a “mon-
ster.”

Those are the words that the hearing examiner 
used 

That brings me to the second and more important 
part of this piece of prose. The home, the discussion 
around the home and the fi nal determination about 
the home by the Historic Preservation Board is what 
the Lee County Hearing Examiner had to look at. In 
simple terms, the property owner’s counsel claimed 
that the Board did not behave or make their ruling in 
a manner that took into account the simple facts of 
the C of A – Lee County staff had approved it; it was 
well represented by numerous architects who had 
earned their credentials well and admirably; and it 
was within the size and scope of other projects on 
that street and in the general area. 

One neighbor did make a decent argument re-

garding the proposed home stretching a little farther 
onto the beach and partly blocking part of his view of 
the water. That was a viable debating point that was 
hashed out with the architects and County repre-
sentatives. But as far as it being too big? Well, that’s 
very debatable due to precedent.

When was the fi rst “McMansion” allowed along 
the Gulf? How many huge homes now stand where 
beach cottages used to be? Mrs. Crowninshield had 
many of the little homes along Gilchrist Avenue built 
for her friends and family to come and visit, as they 
had a home of a decent size along the Gulf that in-
cluded her husband’s art studio (in a separate build-
ing), a stable (in a separate building) and a beautiful 
pool with a pool house. But even the “big house” 
was nowhere near what we look at now when we 
drive down Gilchrist Avenue. The homes that have 
been built there are beautiful, but they are not beach 
cottages. And if you put several of them up against 
the proposed home by the 161/181 Gilchrist property 
owners (considering it’s a double lot and they’re on 
single lots), it doesn’t look much different.

And, not to mention again, it was accepted by 
County planners because precedent on Gilchrist 
had already been set. And it’s on a double lot, not a 
single lot, with about 27 percentage coverage of the 
two lots. 

This is a very valuable lesson that I wish many 
groups would learn: Precedent is set with just one 
exception. We’ve had many issues come up on the 
island that local governance groups have had to 

tenaciously watch, and sometimes fi ght, to make 
sure that a precedent is not set that could open 
doors for future changes, that would in turn change 
the entire landscape of the island. Too many changes 
have already slipped through that have made very 
big changes in our little island. Diligence is key in 
policing the people who want to change everything, 
from zoning to setbacks to parking. These changes 
often benefi t few, primarily people who already have 
property here and who want to “shut the door” on the 
unwashed masses … to no longer make it a beach 
town but strictly a resort town or gated community 
instead.

If you prefer Hilton Head to old Boca Grande, you 
won’t understand. If you’re confused by anyone 
wanting this island to continue to be as it has been 
for hundreds of years, then please feel free to fi nd 
your way off the Causeway, take a right at Gasparilla 
Road and head straight on until you reach I-75 north.

 
Marcy Shortuse is the editor of the Boca Beacon. 

She can be reached at 
mshortuse@bocabeacon.com.
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