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IN THE

Spotlight
Coming back Boca Grande strong from Ian ...

Boca Grande businesses

Is there someone you would like to see profi led, or a special event you would like to see in the spotlight? Chances are 
you’re not alone. Everyone has a story to tell. Why not give us your suggestions? Call the Beacon at (941) 964-2995.

■ STAFF REPORT

Bell repair needed? 
Just call the fi refi ghters

As regulars return to the island, town retailers have 
largely bounced back after a diffi cult year.

“The best store on the island is open again!” said 
Ashli Price, manager of Aqua Boutique on Park Avenue. 

She is not looking back. 
While the building had been closed since Ian, Aqua host-

ed a number of “pop up” sales throughout the last year on 
the street and sidewalk. Stepping into the store today, with 
fresh paint, scrubbed tile and a sparkling, newly renovated 
space, one would not even know that two storms had come 
through.

At Palm on Park and Ariel, Ruth Amen said both stores 
had damage, but their merchandise was largely spared. 

This week their staff was sorting merchandise and prep-
ping, as morning customers were already out, enjoying the 
72-degree weather.

Palm was closed for more than four months; Ariel was 
closed for more than fi ve. Each store had one strong month 
last spring, but one good month does not make a whole 
season. There is much to be thankful for, including that the 
phone tower did not fall in their direction. 

“We feel grateful and blessed for being saved from that,” 
said Amen. “It will take time to fully recover from such a 
catastrophic event.”

Just around the corner from Ariel and Palm on Park is 
Barnichol Hardware, which also escaped a falling cell tower 
right next door. Julie Robertson, the store’s manager, hopes 
and believes this upcoming season is going to be “nuts.” 

“It’s defi nitely picked up in the past two weeks,” said Rob-
ertson, as some residents are here for the fi rst time after 
having missed the previous season in Florida. “Right now, 
it’s cleaning products,” Robertson said.

 Unlike many businesses on the island, The Barnichol had 
offerings that were needed in recovery by homeowners and 
contractors. But they also had a busy construction site next 
door, resulting in more diffi cult access during that process.

“Two things worked in our favor,” said Robertson. “No real 
damage, and people needed us.” 

Each year, the business has certain cycles that are pre-
dictable. Tackle sales, for instance, plummet at the end of 
summer.

While there was no signifi cant damage to the business, 
her own house just got a new roof, a year after the storm. 

“We all learned that everything takes time,” she said. “Be 
grateful for what we have. We missed being Fort Myers 
Beach by only ‘this much’ and it could have been so much 
worse for us.”

She added, “We also need to pray we never get another 
one like Ian.”

Meanwhile, Barbara Anne Plante of Barbara Anne’s 
Jewelry & Boutique is happy with how the season turned 
out, despite a rough start after Hurricane Ian. On a 
Wednesday morning this week, day visitors were already 
coming in to browse. Throughout the day, benches outside 

See SPOTLIGHT on PAGE 4

Our fi refi ghters have been 
known as “jacks of all 
trades” for many years, as 

they’ve helped perform tasks that 
range from helping with the fi re-
works to retrieving cats from trees 
(yes, it really happened), giving sick 
and injured sea turtles stretcher 
rides off the beach, unlocking cars 
and now ... helping the bells to ring 
again.

The bell at 
Our Lady of 
Mercy Catholic 
Church was 
out of commis-
sion the past 
two weekends 
due to the bell 
rope falling 
off the pulley 
system. But 

as of Tuesday, Oct. 17 it is ringing 
again, because the Fire Department 
repaired it. 

Pictured above are Father Antho-
ny Hewitt, Our Lady of Mercy Pas-
tor, with Dis-
trict Chief Lee 
Cooper. Just 
below, Fire-
fi ghter Alex 
Moore (on the 
ground) and 
Firefi ghter Ca-
sey Taylor (on 
the truck) and 
(at bottom) the 
Our Lady of 
Mercy steeple bell being attended 
to by Firefi ghter Alex Moore.

According to Richard Maxson, 
who supplied the photos and 

information, 
the Church 
said they are 
immensely 
grateful for the 
generous help 
of the Boca 
Grande Fire 
Department 

■ BY SHEILA EVANS & GARLAND POLLARD

■ At Barbara Anne’s, Wendi Hale and Sandy Intihar display a 
$17,500 pair of ruby and diamond earrings..

AROUND THE ISLAND
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