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Island Perspectives

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FIVE YEARS AGO

Local water appeared to be healthy, 
even with some strange shades of gray, 
black, brown and more types of algae at 
the beach.  

TEN YEARS AGO

Margaret Fugate passed away at the 
age of 96. The Gasparilla Inn & Club 
opened for its 100th season.

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO

Anne Cannon Fairbanks, known for 
high fashion worldwide, passed away. 
The toll system was brokedy broke, and a 
hearing was set for the expansion of The 
Gasparilla Inn Marina. 

TWENTY YEARS AGO

A blackout blanketed most of the village 
for almost three hours due to a tree branch 
falling on power lines. 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

The island dodged a direct hit from 
Hurricane Georges, Millers Marina 
launched a proposal for a $180,000 tarpon 
tournament and, for the fi rst time, Boca 
Grande had full-time fi refi ghters.

THIRTY YEARS AGO

The drawbridge from the old port 
railroad went to Long Island, and the 
fi nal hearing on the “Pink Docks” was 
scheduled to be held. The hearing was to 
fi nalize details regarding usage, signage 
and codifi cation.

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

 The fi rst “Coastal Cleanup” was held, 
yielding 6,000 pounds of trash picked 
up on local beaches and streets. John 
Eubanks became the editor of the Boca 
Beacon.

Local Toys for Tots program already getting ready
for Christmas, donations being accepted

See LETTERS on PAGE 6

To the Editor:
I know it seems early, but the Charlotte County “Toys 

for Tots” campaign  has already begun. If you have any 
questions, please email Toys for Tots at charlotte.coun-
ty.fl orida@toysfortots.org.  

The following is the timeline for the program this year:

• Application Open Date: 10/1/2023 (date campaign 
begins accepting toy applications);

• Application Close Date: 11/15/2023 (date campaign 
stops accepting toy applications);

• Application Response Start Date: 11/16/2023 (date 
when campaign will begin reviewing and responding to 
applications);

• Application Response End Date: 11/23/2023 (date 

when campaign will complete reviewing and responding 
to applications);

• Distribution Start Date: 12/1/2023 (fi rst date of toy 
distribution. Approved applicants will be notifi ed of spe-
cifi c distribution dates and locations, check website for 
additional distribution details);

• Distribution End Date: 12/15/2023 (date when all toy 
distributions are expected to be completed).

Go to https://charlotte-county-fl .toysfortots.org/ to fi nd 
out more. Thank you.

Lisa Bratton
Charlotte County Coordinator

Toys for Tots

Woman’s Club announces scholarship opportunities
To the Editor:

The Scholarship Committee of the Boca Grande 
Woman’s Club is now accepting applications for the 
2024- 2025 school year. Applicants for the program 
must meet the following criteria:

 1) Have applied for admission to a school of higher 

education, such as a university, college, trade or voca-
tional school;

 2) Demonstrate a high school grade point average of 
B or better;  

 3) Reside in Boca Grande, or be the child or grand-
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