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Island Perspectives

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FIVE YEARS AGO

Islanders came together with donations 
for victims of Hurricane Michael in the 
Panhandle, and Smitty, J.T. and Chef 
Jim were back together in one place – 
Hudson’s Grocery. 

TEN YEARS AGO

The Temp’s martini sign got a check-
up, as it was 36 years old. Jack Damioli 
resigned as president and general manag-
er of The Gasparilla Inn and Jon Reecher 
stepped up.

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO

Matt Damon, Olivia Newton-John 
and John Travolta attended the biggest 
celebrity wedding in the island’s history. 
Olivia and John sang “You’re the One That 
I Want” for the fi rst time in a long, long 
time under a huge tent set up at the old 
7th Street Dog Park.

TWENTY YEARS AGO

The Island School announced that while 
their building fund was on schedule, they 
were still waiting on receipt of a number of 
pledges and the written confi rmation of an 
anonymous $1 million donor promised a 
year before.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

Kathleen Turner was appointed the 
director of the 1999 World’s Richest 
Tarpon Tournament. Jennifer Burch 
became the new owner of Ariel. 

THIRTY YEARS AGO

Charlotte County sued Gaspar, Inc. 
(owners of the Causeway) for a temporary 
and permanent injunction order, prevent-
ing Gaspar from implementing any rate or 
operating changes not specifi ed therein.

FORTY YEARS AGO

 It was announced that Port Boca 
Grande handled 71,000 tons of cargo in 
the month of September.

See LETTERS on PAGE 6

Without parking regulation, we’re just another Coney Island
To the Editor:

As a member of the Boca Grande Parking Commit-
tee, created by the GICIA in 2015, I am thrilled that a 
comprehensive parking plan is up for a vote by the Lee 
County commissioners on Tuesday, November 7th.  
Commissioner Kevin Ruane will present his structured 
parking proposal. It is very comprehensive, ensuring 
that, for example, a change in parking regulations that 
benefi ts one neighborhood doesn’t harm another. The 
commissioner’s plan is similar to the one he implement-
ed very successfully in Sanibel. 

Commissioner Ruane presented this plan to the 
Parking Committee in April 2022. The committee voted 
unanimously to adapt it for Boca Grande.

The Boca Beacon has featured some blowback to 
this proposal in its latest issue (10/20), suggesting that 
Commissioner Ruane is acting on his own and not 

transparently. This is not true. Since 2015 the Parking 
Committee has worked to improve parking regulations 
that will preserve our beloved island from the onslaught 
of greatly increased traffi c coming over the bridge. The 
development off-island is ferocious. If we don’t adopt 
a plan soon, we will be overrun by visitors, and we will 
turn into another Coney Island.

We now have Commissioner Ruane who genuinely 
wants to help us. We may not have another opportunity. 
This is our chance to preserve Boca Grande as we all 
know and love it. For the sake of all who value the low-
key atmosphere, community spirit and natural beauty of 
Boca Grande, please support Commissioner Ruane’s 
well-researched and thoughtfully planned structured 
parking.  

Chris Cowperthwait
Boca Grande

To the Editor:
The structured parking plan that now seems to be a 

source of controversy is not about Gilchrist Ave. The 
plan is for the Lee County portion of Gasparilla Island. It 
is intended to protect our entire community from be-
coming a massive beach parking lot, which it soon will 
be because of the exploding population growth around 
us. Aside from the tens of thousands of platted lots on 
the Cape Haze Peninsula, there are thousands of new 
homes being built from Winchester Boulevard all the 
way out South River Road to I-75. Have you noticed  the 
new subdivisions and apartments under construction 
on SR 776 on the way to Murdock? Where do you think 
all of these people will be going to the beach? Our little 
island will become immobilized with bumper-to-bumper 
traffi c just like the other barrier islands have - except 
Gasparilla Island is much smaller.

The parking committee was established in 2015 as in 
informal “advisory committee” to suggest changes to the 
parking ordinance (Ord. 91-35) and help to ameliorate 
beach street parking chaos which has been a severe 
and growing problem for years. Our fi rst task was 
resolving emergency vehicle access on a number of 
problematic streets. We worked with the Sheriff and Fire 
Department.  We then designed new signage for the 
beach streets in hopes of improving the litter, behavioral 
and sanitation issues.  

Mary O’Bannon was not on the committee because 
she was not a Lee County resident. She joined the com-
mittee later as representative of the Gasparilla Inn in 
2017. To her credit, she helped get the Park Rangers on 
board to help with enforcement and we fi nalized some 
important amendments to the parking ordinance.   
From its inception, our committee had been discussing 
the concept of structured parking similar to Sanibel’s. 
It had worked very well there for residents, businesses 
and visitors. In April of 2022 Commissioner Ruane came 
to Boca Grande in response to the hundreds of emails 
and photos that had been sent to him by frustrated 
residents.  His pending visit was announced in the Boca 
Beacon weeks earlier.  

At the Commission meeting October 17, Mary said 
that Commissioner Ruane’s parking plan was a com-
plete surprise to everyone and needed further review. 
He was not at that meeting. The structured parking plan 
was certainly was not a surprise! At our April 29, 2022 
meeting with Commissioner Ruane, he spent most of 
the time explaining what was done in Sanibel and how it 
could be implemented here. We discussed the concept 
in depth.  We agreed to protect the current, local parking 
uses on Gilchrist except for beach parking. The plan will 
do that.  We then voted unanimously  (including Mary 

More information about upcoming parking discussions



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


