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Island Perspectives

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FIVE YEARS AGO

At a public hearing, Charlotte County 
Commissioners unanimously approved 
an ordinance to adopt a small-scale plan 
amendment – which included a change 
from resource conservation to commercial 
zoning and building heights to 39.9 feet –  
at The Fishery property. 

TEN YEARS AGO

We got 7.5 inches of rain in one week, 
leaving the south end by the state park 
completely fl ooded. Bob Melvin’s Gaspar-
illa Properties was no more, as he signed 
on with Gulf Coast International Proper-
ties.

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO

Melissa and Sam had Isabella. 

TWENTY YEARS AGO

The Boca Bargains building was sealed 
up after county offi cials found lead paint, 
animal carcasses and feces. No asbestos, 
though. 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

Hoping for the best, ready for the worst. 
That was the headline as Hurricane 
Georges bore down on the island. 

THIRTY YEARS AGO

The Land’s End catalog crew came to 
do a shot, and more than 90 people partic-
ipated in the semiannual island cleanup.

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

 The last piece of the superstructure 
from the old phosphate dock was taken 
out.

FORTY YEARS AGO

A going-away party for Patti Futch was 
held, as she headed off the island to live 
at the Brown Group Home in Fort Myers. 
Patti was known for always keeping the 
island clean and being a bright light in the 
darkness.

To the Editor:
I’m very glad to 

advise you that 
in the wake of 
Friday’s compre-
hensive Beacon 
update on the 
Auxiliary Emer-
gency Communi-
cations Project: a 
concerned private 
citizen has donat-
ed $20,000 to the 
project. 

That dona-
tion reduces the 
remaining amount 
needed to $59,065 of the original $305,065 goal. It is 
the fi rst donation from an individual – and the committee 
is hopeful more will rapidly follow.

I’d like to note again, with deep appreciation, the ear-
lier and signifi cant gifts from the Boca Grande Disaster 
Relief Fund, The Boca Grande Woman’s Club and 
Boca Grande Charities, Inc. Those gifts, along with the 
Beacon’s coverage thereof, have greatly accelerated the 
funding for this vital project.

Considerable fi nal engineering, equipment delivery 
and other high-priority project installation steps are un-
derway. I will have a more detailed update on that effort 
for the Beacon in the near future.   

The committee has conducted extensive research on 
how cell phone services can fail across a region.  A lot 
has been learned in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian, the 
very recent Hurricane Idalia and widespread cell and 
power outages during the Maui fi res.   

Your August 18 story on the lead $50,000 gift also 
noted cell service problems experienced after Hurricane 
Irma in 2017. The Irma experience, along with the three 
massive cell system failures noted above just in the past 
year, underscore why the AUXCOMM system is a critical 
necessity - not a discretionary luxury. 

There are many ways cell service can fail regional-
ly.  Simply put, it is not necessary for cell towers to fall 
for service to fail. Communications we depend on in 

daily life are far more 
fragile than is gener-
ally known,   despite 
tremendous strides 
made by the carriers 
for hurricane readi-
ness & their all-out 
service restoration re-
sponse seen in recent 
disasters.

Much of that re-
search is focused on 
Southwest Florida. It 
has revealed many 
low-profi le and import-
ant details of exactly 
what happened on 

Sanibel and Captiva from a cell service, bridge failure 
and emergency management fi rst responders’ perspec-
tive.   

Lessons incorporated from that research are includ-
ed in the AUXCOMM system’s customized design for 
Gasparilla Island.

In all, that is why the new AUXCOMM system is 
designed to be triply redundant, reliable and resilient.   
Readiness will be much greater for another storm (or 
any other major communications failure, for any reason) 
when it is operational.  I also believe that the system will 
present a fi ne model for near off-island and other Florida 
communities.

Finally, on behalf of Chief Blosser and the Fire De-
partment, thanks for the thorough coverage on Friday,   
especially for the system highlights section.

There will be more information to come as elements of 
the system sequentially reach operational status.

Best regards,
George “Bo” Hamrick

Project Coordinator for BGFD
Member, Island EOC Emergency Communications 

and Interoperability Working Group

See LETTERS on PAGE 6

Island AUXCOMM group thankful for new donation 
to project, to all who donated and for great coverage
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