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Veterans

From PAGE 1

I can tell you that, down deep, every 
veteran who escaped death in war 
wonders, “Why me? Why am I alive 
when others who served side-by-side 
with me died?” Luck? Fate? God’s 
will? Take your pick, but on Veterans 
Day that question bubbles inescap-
ably to the surface in those who 
served and survived. 

The marching bands and military 
parades will go on around the country 

on November 11, and the kids will love 
the hoopla. It’s right to give honor and 
respect to those who served and to 
give three cheers for our country and 
its fl ag. But maybe it would be better 
to make November 11 voting day, and 
make sure that every citizen has the 
right and time to vote for those who 
would lead us … hopefully to happier 
times without war.

In Flanders fi elds the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
    Th at mark our place; and in the sky
    Th e larks, still bravely singing, fl y
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
    Loved and were loved, and now we 

lie
        In Flanders fi elds.
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw
    Th e torch; be yours to hold it high. 
    If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow
        In Flanders fi elds.
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